
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy 

Pt. 6 - Developing the King in You 
 

Sermon Title: Developing the King in You 

Sermon Number: 7658 

Speaker: C. Elijah Bronner 
 

Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7659.mp3 
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/7659.mp4 

 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 

  

http://www.tech-synergy.com/
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7659.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/7659.mp4
http://www.brothersoftheword.com/


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7659 
 

C. Elijah Bronner: True greatness is not measured by how many people serve you.  

True greatness is measured by how many people you serve. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is a Part 6 of 

the series titled “Developing the King in You” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7659.  That’s 7659.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:26 - 00:00:54) 

 

And now for 7659, “Developing the King in You,” Part 6. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television and 

those of you joining us online in BrothersoftheWord.com.  Stay 

tuned to today’s message.  Always a wonderful delight to have you 

tune in and join us. 

 

 Well, I would like to read just a little humor.  After the christening 

of his baby brother in church, Jason sobbed all the way home in 

the backseat of the car.  And his father asked him three times 

what was wrong and finally the boy replied, “That preacher said 

he wanted us brought up in a Christian home and I wanted to 

stay with you guys.” 

 

We’ve been doing a series around the life of David.  We’re on Part 

6 entitled “Developing the King in You.”  Developing the King in 

You.  And we been studying over in 1 Samuel 17.  Tonight, we 

may check out some verses also in 1 Samuel 18 as the story 

progresses and as we continue to learn and glean nuggets of truth 

and wisdom from the life of this great king.  There are some 

wonderful things to glean from his life to learn from his success, 

also to learn from his failures.  He did fail miserably at one time.  

That lets us know that we are all prone to make mistakes, but it’s 

how you handle the mistakes, it’s how you are able to bounce back 

from mistakes.  It’s your right-heart attitude when you have done 

wrong.  If you are willing to admit it and repent, God will forgive 

you and restore you. 

 

And so, we are able to learn a lot in that one indiscretion that 

David had cost him dearly and it just lets us know that the 

consequences are severe.  The consequences are severe when we 

make certain choices in life no matter how great you are.  He was 

the greatest king that ever lived, but this one consequence cost 
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him dearly a lot of heartache.  It was something that, as I studied 

his life, this was something that kind of caught him off guard as 

he had been in this position for a while. 

 

This was not the same young David.  So, it lets us know that over 

time you have to really guard yourself because something that 

may not have been a problem to you early on, if you relax your 

guard it can come back and be a problem to you later in life.  And 

so, we will look at some things.  I just wanted to just jump right 

in and just share some things about his life.  Just a couple of 

things I want to point out that we glean from his life and these 

first two are his humility and his service.  His humility and his 

service.  These are two things that made him great.  These are 

two qualities that really made him great.  Really made his life 

stand out.  These are the two qualities that were really pleasing 

God.  Something God can really use.  His humility and his service.  

Everyone say that with me.  “Humility and his service.”  

Everybody say, “Service.”  Humility and his service. 

 

Let me just show you a couple of scriptures.  Open the Book of 

Proverbs.  Flip over to Proverbs 15.  Proverbs 15, you see 

something here about humility.  Proverbs 15:33.  Proverbs 15:33, 

notice what it says, “The fear of the Lord is the instruction of 

wisdom; and before honor is humility.  Before honor is humility. 

 

00:05:00 

 

Also Proverbs 18:12, notice what is says, “Before destruction the 

heart of man is haughty, and before honor is humility.”  And so, I 

found it interesting that this is the quality David had before he 

came into honor as king.  He had great humility.  He had great 

humility.  And so the Bible teaches before honor is humility.  

Humility precedes honor.  Say that with me, “Humility precedes 

honor.”  Humility precedes honor.  It precedes honor.  The Bible 

also says, “That he that humbles himself shall be exalted.”  So, 

humility always precedes honor.  And so, before David really 

came in to honorable position, he had humility.  He was humble.  

He was humble. 

 

Just some instances of his humility, after he was serving in the 

king’s court just as an assistant, as a musician there in the king’s 

court, he came home and he went right back to seeing about his 

father’s sheep, taking care of things with the sheepfold and so 

forth.  He was just faithful right where he left off.  He didn’t look 
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upon himself as being too big.  Hey, I work in the palace.  You 

don’t expect me to go back to the fields, do you?  He had no exalted 

estimate of himself.  He came back very humble, went right back, 

picked up, very faithful right where he left off.  Right back into 

the sheepfold.  And so. there was such great humility.  He had 

such great, great humility. 

 

Actually, in 1 Samuel 18:18 when the idea of him being able to 

marry the King’s daughter, his first response was, “Who am I?  

Who am I?  Who am I to have that opportunity to marry the king’s 

daughter?”  So, he begins to really abase himself.  He’s like you 

know, “I’m really not much.  I’m from the fields.” 

 

And so, he really has such a wonderful humility.  Now this is 

actually after he had beaten Goliath, so he did have some rank 

and notoriety but yet he has such humility.  So even after doing 

that, he still questions himself, “Who am I?  Who am I that I 

should have the privilege of marrying the king’s daughter?”  It 

was just wonderful humility that jumped out at me about his life.  

Wonderful, wonderful humility that he had and these really go 

hand-in-hand.  Humility and service.  If you want to teach 

yourself humility, get involved in serving.  So, service and 

humility they go hand-in-hand.  And so, he was not only humble 

but he just had a wonderful heart toward service.  A servant’s 

heart. 

 

He was under command.  When his father told him to do 

something, he made no qualms about.  He carried out his father’s 

instruction.  He was a man under command before he came into 

command, and that’s a very important principle.  He knew how to 

be under authority.  He submitted to authority before he ever 

came into authority and that’s a powerful, powerful quality.  My 

father used to say, “That before you can ever be a good leader, you 

need to know how to be a good follower.”  My father always said 

that.  He said, “You need to be a good follower before you can ever 

become a good leader.”  And so, David had that wonderful quality 

of submitting to authority, submitting to authority.  You have to 

know how to submit and serve others in leadership before you’ll 

ever be trusted with leadership. 

 

He had this quality of submission, service, and humility.  I’ve 

often heard Joel Osteen tell that for 17 years, he served behind-

the-scenes.  For 17 years he was not out front, he was not on 

television.  He was not the one speaking.  For 17 years, he was 
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behind the camera.  For 17 years, he said he made his father look 

good.  For 17 years, he focused on serving his father with 

excellence, making his father look good, making his father’s 

ministry good.  And he said that’s what he focused on for 17 years.  

Notice, the same principle of serving others, being under 

authority, being under authority.  In fact, he said his father 

begged him to preach and he would never do it.  He didn’t feel 

qualified.  He didn’t feel that was his calling.  Isn’t that 

something?  Isn’t that something? 

 

See, God’s able to use somebody who has a right spirit.  Somebody 

who has a right attitude.  Somebody who is willing to serve with 

no ulterior motive of trying to credit for themselves.  And David 

had the same attitude, so David was on the command of his father 

and so his father gave him some instruction.  David carried it out.  

So, don’t be afraid to serve.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “Don’t 

be afraid to serve.”  Don’t be afraid to serve.  True greatness is not 

measured by how many people serve you.  True greatness is 

measured by how many people you served. 

 

00:10:07 

 

How many people you served, so don’t be afraid to serve.  Don’t be 

afraid to do menial tasks.  Don’t be afraid to do menial tasks.  

Jesus illustrated that principle when he washed his disciple’s 

feet, and he was the most important person in the room but yet 

he did the most menial task of anyone present.  If you feel like 

you’re too big to do a small task, then you’re actually too small to 

be trusted with a big task.  And so, it takes a big heart to do a 

small task.  A small task shows a big heart.  And so, don’t be 

afraid to do menial tasks.  Be willing, be eager, be willing to serve, 

eager to serve, sort of like a giving spirit, out of a giving heart.  Be 

happy to serve.  Be happy to serve.  Turn to your neighbor and 

say, “Be happy to serve.”  Be happy to serve.  Be happy to serve.  

Some people serve but they’re not happy about it.  Be happy to 

serve.  Be happy to serve. 

 

Mother Teresa said, she says, “The miracle is not that we do this 

work,” but she said, “The miracle is we’re happy to do it.”  We are 

happy to do it.  And Mother Teresa she had two criteria.  If you 

wanted to work on her team there with the poor and the dying in 

Calcutta, India.  If you wanted to be on her team, she had two 

criteria.  Number one, you had to be willing to work hard and 

number two, you had to have a joyful spirit.  You had to be happy.  
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You had to be happy.  So, be happy to serve.  Turn to your 

neighbor again, tell them to, “Be happy to serve.”  Be happy to 

serve, be happy to serve, be happy to serve, be happy to serve. 

 

And so, those are two things that really jumped out at me about 

David in this prelude to him taking the throne.  His humility, his 

willingness to serve.  His humility and his willingness to serve.  

His willingness to submit to authority.  His willingness to submit 

to authority and God could use someone like that.  God could trust 

someone like that.  His humility and his willingness to serve.  

Now here’s something else that jumped out to me about David’s 

life, and that is, we actually find it mentioned three times in 1 

Samuel.  If you look at Chapter 18, 1 Samuel 18.  1 Samuel 18, if 

you look at Verse 14.  We’ll, look at Verse 14, Verse 15, and Verse 

30. 

 

Notice what it says, 1 Samuel 18:14, “And David behaved himself 

wisely in all his ways; and the Lord was with him.  Everybody 

say, “Wisely.”  Wisely.  Look at Verse 15, “Wherefore, when Saul 

saw that he behaved himself very wisely.”  There it is again.  “He 

was afraid of him.”  He was afraid of him.  And then in Verse 30, 

“Then the princes of the Philistines went forth: and it came to 

pass, after they went forth, that David behaved himself more 

wisely than all the servants of Saul; so that his name was much 

set by.” 

 

And so that’s the third thing.  I noticed about David in his prelude 

to taking the throne, but he behaved wisely.  He behaved wisely.  

He behaved wisely.  That means he did his job well.  He did his 

job well.  He stayed focused.  He stayed focused.  He kept quiet.  

He kept quiet.  You never see David running off at the mouth. 

 

You don’t see David running off at the mouth.  David did his 

assignment.  He stayed focused.  He kept quiet.  David was not 

out talking.  He was not out running his mouth.  He was not out 

talking.  He was not out running his mouth.  And so, these are all 

the part of the things where he behaved wisely.  How many of us 

could learn some lessons about keeping our mouth shut 

sometime?  And that’s what he did.  He didn’t talk.  He kept his 

mouth closed.  He was a man of action.  He did his job well.  He 

stayed focused and he kept quiet.  He kept quiet.  He kept quiet.  

He had an excellent spirit.  He had an excellent spirit. 
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And that’s why Saul was afraid of him, because this guy behaved 

wisely.  He had an excellent spirit.  He did his job well.  He kept 

his mouth closed.  He stayed focused.  There was no blame to be 

found in him.  He behaved wisely.  He behaved wisely.  He had 

the wisdom of God on his life and David thought before he acted.  

He always took time to think before he took any action and he 

behaved wisely.  He behaved wisely.  If only we can learn to put 

some thought in before we act.  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

“Think before you act.”  Think before you act.  Think before you 

act.  Think before you act.  One translation says that David 

actually lived his life very cautiously and circumspectly. 

 

00:15:00 

 

The Bible actually commands us to live this way.  Ephesians 5:15, 

it tells us that we are to live circumspectly.  We are to live wise, 

sensible, intelligent lives.  You don’t act a fool just because you 

get saved.  You don’t let your intelligence go to waste.  You don’t 

act like you don’t have a brain any longer.  No, the Bible says, 

“Live wise, sensible, intelligent lives.”  So, you employ your 

intelligence.  Employ your wisdom.  Employ your senses and live 

wise, sensible, intelligent lives.  And so, that’s what David did.  

He behaved wisely.  He behaved wisely.  He took the time to think 

very strategically.  He took the time to think and he lived wisely.   

 

Now, this is what I was saying earlier.  You can tell he had his 

guard up.  In his younger years, he had his guard up.  He behaved 

wisely. 

 

Now, if he had that same wisdom in his action, he never would 

have fallen with Bathsheba later on when he became king.  

Somewhere along the line, he lowered his guard, he lowered his 

guard.  But see, a young David would not have done that.  He 

behaved wisely in all that he did and God was with him.  God was 

with him.  Here’s the secret to greatness when God is with you.  

That is the secret of true greatness.  When God is with you, when 

God is with you, when God is with you.  That’s the secret to true 

greatness.  And so, he behaved wisely.  He behaved wisely, so 

which means he was very cautious.  He lives circumspectly, he 

lived very sensible.  He thought before he acted and he did not do 

that when he failed Bathsheba.  You know, over time things 

happen and sometimes you forget the things that made you who 

you are. 
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It’s easy to become comfortable and relaxed and you forget.  It’s a 

warning to us.  This was not the same man that fell with 

Bathsheba.  This man here was wise in all of his actions.  He was 

wise in all of his actions.  He would not have done what the older 

David did.  And so something happened, as time went on, he let 

his guard down and he was not wise in all of his action.  

Something happened, something happened in his life.  Something 

happened, and that’s a great warning to all of us.  I don’t care how 

good you are, how great you are.  The Bible says, “Take heed less 

you fall.”  Don’t think that it can never happen to you.  Never 

think that it can never happen to you.  Take heed lest you fall. 

 

I remember sharing with you four reasons why Christian leaders 

fall and one of those reasons is they think that it could never 

happen to them.  And whenever you think something that can 

never happen to you, that’s a dangerous position to be in.  So, the 

Bible says, “Take heed, take heed lest you fall.”  Take heed.  Never 

think something cannot happen to you.  Take heed.  And so he 

was wise in all of his actions.  He did his job well, he stayed 

focused.  He kept quiet, and he just had an excellent spirit.  As a 

result, Saul was just afraid of him.  He was blameless, he could 

not touch him.  He was afraid of him.  The guy was so good it 

literally frightened Saul.  He was so good, it literally frightened 

Saul.  Frightened him.  There was no blame to be found.  No blame 

to be found in him. 

 

So, he did his job well, he stayed focused, he kept quiet, and he 

had an excellent spirit.  Now, if anybody have the opportunity to 

run off at the mouth, it was David because he had defeated 

Goliath.  Now it’ s a good thing that wasn’t me.  It’s a good thing 

that wasn’t me because I would have been letting the truth know, 

going in and coming out.  You all understand who is leading this 

right?  I would have been letting them know, I would have 

constantly let them know who they were dealing with.  David kept 

quiet.  He kept quiet and so he never did anything to bring 

attention to himself. 

 

He never bought into any of the hype, he never took any of the 

praise.  He kept quiet, so he had a very cool demeanor, he kept 

quiet and he just operated in wisdom.  He operated in wisdom.  

He understood the position he was in.  He understood that Saul 

was on his way out.  He understood all that and so he used wisdom 

to govern his actions.  That’s the wisdom of God and God blessed 

him.  God was with him and enabled him and helped him to use 
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wisdom and there is a prayer that we can all pray.  God help me.  

Enable me to use wisdom in all of my actions.  In all areas of my 

life.  God, I need your wisdom, enable me to make wise decisions 

and all the areas of life.  To be able to deal wisely in all the affairs 

of life. 

 

That’s the prayer that we can pray the same as David operated in 

his life.  And then there’s one final thing that I want to note about 

David, his character.  And that is he was honorable.  He had 

character.  He was honorable.  He was honorable. 

 

00:20:00 

 

He had character.  He had character.  I may point this out later 

on but there were four instances.  At least four instances where 

Saul tried to kill David and David would not retaliate.  There were 

two times threw his javelin at David.  Tried to nail to the wall.  

The Bible says David ran from Saul.  Now I want to ask you a 

question.  This is the same guy who ran toward Goliath but he 

runs from Saul.  Why?  It’s a matter of honor.  He was honoring 

Saul.  He was honoring Saul.  It wasn’t that he was afraid of Saul, 

it wasn’t that he could not whip Saul.  He honored the king; he 

honored the position.  He honored the calling.  He honored the 

anointing. 

 

That was great honor.  He was honorable.  He was honorable.  He 

had character.  He was honorable and so he would not retaliate.  

Four times Saul tried to kill him.  David would not retaliate.  He 

wouldn’t touch him and he would not let anyone else touch him.  

This was a leader in the making.  You lead by example.  Look at 

the example, he set forth his man who were with him.  We don’t 

touch him.  We honor the king.  He operated his life in honor. He 

operated his life in honor.  He served and honor.  He never 

jockeyed for position.  He never tried to put himself on the throne.  

He patiently waited and he allowed God to exalt him.  He 

humbled himself, he served, he was honorable, he behaved 

himself wisely.  And so that’s something that I noticed that David 

did.  He was honorable. 

 

John Mason said, he says, “You can’t get ahead when you’re trying 

to get even.”  So, if you’re ever trying to get even with someone, 

that’s counterproductive to your own life.  That’s 

counterproductive to your own life.  Never try to retaliate.  Never 

try to seek revenge.  Revenge always limits your potential.  
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Revenge is always detrimental to your life.  And so, David showed 

a more excellent way.  He did what Jesus said.  He showed him a 

more excellent way.  Love them that hate you.  Do good to them 

that despitefully use, you pray for them and bless them that curse 

you. 

 

And so, David did that.  He operated in Christ’s love.  He operated 

in Christ’s love.  And so, he honored the enemy.  He honored the 

enemy.  He showed a more excellent way and so he was honorable 

in his character.  He was honorable, he had character.  And so, 

this is something I noticed about David’s life that really made him 

stand out and this is why God chose him to be king.  Someone 

said, “That talent is a gift but character is a choice.”  And so, 

David was talented.  He was talented and that was gift of God in 

his life but character, that’s a choice.  He chose to be honorable.  

He chose to honor his predecessor.  He chose to honor the position, 

the title, the king, the anointing, the call of God.  And that’s what 

made him such an outstanding leader in the making and we all 

can learn from that. 

 

Don’t retaliate.  You don’t have to try to jockey for a position.  You 

don’t have to try to seek revenge on anyone to get even.  No, you 

just keep doing the right thing.  You stay honorable, you keep 

your mouth closed.  Do your job, stay focused, and you know you 

walk in character.  You walk in honor.  These are traits about 

David no one really talks about.  These are things about him that 

no one really realizes long before he became king.  These are 

things he walked in. 

 

And so, we’re talking about developing the king in all of us and 

that’s why I wanted to highlight some of the traits that really 

made him become the king that he became, and so we can all 

develop the king in all of us.  Amen.  Give the lord praise for His 

word.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  You can listen to this entire series 

absolutely free of charge.  “Developing the King in You.”  You can 

also email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us today 

at Brothers of the Word, because brother you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was Part 6 of 

the series titled, “Developing the King in You” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7659.  That’s 7659.  To listen 
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to over a thousand free messages or to send this message number 

7659 to a friend go to BrothersoftheWord.com.  Listen to 

BrothersoftheWord.com often, because brother you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:24:52 
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