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C. Elijah Bronner: We can be as close as we want to be with God. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is a Part 2 of 

the message titled “Delighting in God’s Presence” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7661.  That’s 7661.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:20 - 00:00:49) 

 

And now for 7661, “Delighting in God’s Presence,” Part 2. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television and 

those of you joining us online in BrothersoftheWord.com.  

Welcome to today’s service.  Delighted to have you tune in and 

join us. 

 

 Well, I would like to read just a little humor I came across.  Well 

there’s this guy who had been lost and walking in the desert for 

about two weeks, and one hot day he sees the home of a 

missionary.  Tired and weak he crawls up to the house and 

collapses on the doorstep.  The missionary finds him and nurses 

him back to health.  Feeling better the man asked the missionary 

for directions to the nearest town.  And on his way out the back 

door he sees this horse.  He goes back into the house and asks the 

missionary, could I borrow your horse and give it back when I 

reach the town?  The missionary says, sure but there is a special 

thing about this horse.  You have to say “thank God” to make it 

go and “amen” to make it stop.  So, not paying much attention to 

the man, he says, “Sure, okay.”  So, he gets on the horse and he 

says, “Thank God,” and the horse starts walking.  Then he says 

thank God, thank God and the horse starts throttling.  Feeling 

really brave the man says, “Thank God, thank God, thank God, 

thank God,” and the horse just literally takes off.  Pretty soon he 

sees this cliff coming up and he’s doing everything he can to make 

the horse stop.  He’s trying to remember the command, whoa, 

stop, hold on.  Finally, he remembers amen, and the horse stops 

four inches from the edge of the cliff.  The man leans back in the 

saddle and breathes a sigh and says thank God. 

 

We’re looking at a couple of Scriptures in the Book of Psalms, first 

one we’re looking at is Psalms 27:4 and I’m actually reading that 

one in the Amplified Bible and it reads, “One thing have I asked 

of the Lord that will I seek after, inquire for, and insistently 
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require that I may dwell in the house of the Lord in his presence 

all the days of my life to behold and gaze upon the beauty, the 

sweet attractiveness, and the delightful loveliness of the Lord and 

to meditate consider and inquire in his Temple. 

 

And also, in Psalms 37, we were looking at 1 Psalms 37 and we 

would just read Verse 4.  Psalms 37:4, it says, “Delight thyself 

also in the Lord: and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.” 

 

And so, we’re using as a subject “Delighting in God’s Presence.”  

Delighting in God’s presence.  This is Part 2, “Delighting in God’s 

Presence,” Part 2.  There’s also a Scripture over in the Book of 

Isaiah I want you to see.  I didn’t realize this one existed on this 

subject but it does.  Isaiah 58 and I just want you to see Verse 13 

and Verse 14.  This says something about delighting in God’s 

presence.  Isaiah 58:13-14.  Notice what it says there.  It says, “If 

thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure 

on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the 

Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own 

ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 

words: holy of the Lord, honorable and shalt honor him not doing 

thine own ways nor finding thine own pleasure nor speaking thine 

own words, then shalt thou,” here it is again, “Then shalt thou 

delight thyself in the Lord; and I will cause thee to ride upon the 

high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 

thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 

 

00:05:04 

 

So, delighting in God’s presence, there he is talking about 

particularly the Sabbath day rest and so he’s saying, “Don’t miss 

out on the Sabbath day rest.  This is the day you spend in 

delighting yourself in God’s presence.”  Enjoy the Lord.  Delight 

yourself in God and enjoy him.  Take full advantage of that.  Take 

full advantage of that.   And so, we as believers today, we don’t 

have to wait for the Sabbath day, we can delight in God every day.  

Jesus have become our Sabbath day rest.  Jesus has become our 

Sabbath day rest.  What’s so wonderful about what Jesus has 

done for us is under the old covenant, not everybody could 

approach God.  No one could just approach God and be in his 

presence.  Only the priest and more specifically the high priest 

had a chance to enter in to the holy of holies once a year into the 

literal presence of God. 
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And even before he could go in, he had to go through a lot of 

criteria, you know?  He had to go through a lot of ceremonial 

cleansing and all of these rituals and right, and it was so 

dangerous going int that they literally tied a rope around his 

ankle just in case if he died, nobody was going in there to get his 

body out, so they had a rope around his ankles so they could pull 

the body out of there.  That’s how you know, frightful it was in the 

presence of God under the old covenant and the priest actually 

have bells on the helm of his garment and that was so that people 

could tell that he was still alive.  So they would hear the bells and 

know the priest is still alive.  If the bells stopped too long, then 

they start pulling that rope. 

 

And so, it was a frightful thing to enter the presence of God.  But 

when Christ Jesus came, the Bible declares in the Book of 

Hebrews 10, I think it’s Verse 19.  That He’s given us a free open 

entrance.  A free open entrance into the presence of God.  We can 

come now; we can come boldly before the throne of grace that me 

might obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  So, 

Hebrews actually tells a lot about how we enter into the holy of 

holies through Christ Jesus.  He’s the veil now.  We enter in 

through Him.  Glory to God, so we can fellowship with God every 

day, every day, every day, and we don’t have to be afraid.  And so, 

what Christ has done, He has restored us through restoration and 

fellowship to friendship with God. 

 

We were in amazement; He has made us friends with God.  He’s 

made us friends with God.  He’s made us friends with God.  Isn’t 

that wonderful?  Isn’t that wonderful?  You know Jesus actually 

said in the Book of Revelations chapter 3:20, he says, “Behold I 

stand at the door and knock, and if any man open unto me I will 

come in and I’ll sit down and have a meal, I’ll share a meal with 

you as friends.”  Isn’t that wonderful?  That’s the relationship.  

That’s the fellowship, that’s the light we have now in God’s 

presence.  Jesus said, I’ll stand at the door, now notice He didn’t’ 

force His way in, He said I’ll knock.  I’ll knock, I’ll knock, I’ll 

knock.  He doesn’t force His way on us.  He’ll never make you 

spend time with Him.  He graciously waits.  He knocks. 

 

He knocks, so he doesn’t just kick the door down and come in.  He 

graciously knocks.  He knocks.  Sometimes we’re so busy we don’t 

hear the knock.  Sometimes we’re so noisily we missed out on the 

knock, and so He waits there, but if we’ll open the door, He says, 

“I’ll come in and we will sit down and share a meal together as 
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friends.”  Praise God.  That’s delighting in God’s presence.  That’s 

the joy that we have in Christ Jesus and you can get to such a 

point in your relationship with God where the door is always 

open.  He didn’t have to knock, it’s open, and so you live on open-

door policy that Jesus, you can come in at any time.  Any time you 

can enter, we’ll sit down and we’ll share together, we’ll share 

together.  Praise God. 

 

How many of you want an open-door relationship with God?  

Open-door relationship, open-door relationship with God?  Well it 

is so wonderful man to enjoy the Lord and to fellowship and enjoy 

our time with him on a daily basis?  We said that our goal is not 

just to maintain a Christian life but our goal is to develop a 

passionate, loving, intimate relationship with the heavenly 

father.  That’s the goal.  That’s the goal.  Not just to wear a 

Christian label but to develop an intimate passionate loving 

relationship with the father.  God wants us to know him.  He 

wants us to know him, to experience him.  The apostle Paul wrote 

in Philippians 3:10, he says that I might know him.  That I might 

know him.  Let me read that in the Amplified Bible.  The 

Amplified Bible says, he says, “For my determined purpose is that 

I may know him. 

 

00:10:04 

 

That I may progressively become more deeply and intimately 

acquainted with him perceiving and recognizing and 

understanding the wonders of his person more strongly and 

clearly.”  He said, “It’s my determined purpose.”  Notice there was 

a determination.  You have to determine to spend time with God.  

He said himself to spend time with God.  And so, it’s something 

that you choose to do.  Something you choose to do and you have 

to be determined. 

 

Everybody say, “Determined.”  You have to be determined, so 

which means that it is not always simply a convenience because 

it’s always so many things that are pulling at your time.  We’re 

always so busy and so many places to go, so many things to do.  

We’re always on the clock, on the go, and so you have to really 

determine that my priority is with God.  Everything else can wait 

because my priority is with God because if I get that right, he’ll 

take care of everything else.  He’ll take care of everything else, 

and so Paul said, that’s my determined purpose, that I might 
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know him more clearly and more deeply, more intimately and be 

acquainted with him. 

 

So we’re talking about delighting in the presence so God wants us 

to know him, to experience him, to enjoy him, to enjoy him, to 

enjoy him, where he becomes oh just your best friend, well you 

enjoy him, you enjoy his presence, you enjoy delighting in his 

presence and then we get the opportunity to live continually in 

delight of his presence.  We take pleasure in delight and joy in 

being with God.  We look forward to it, we’re eager, eager, well 

you can’t wait when it’s no longer a duty, obligation, but it’s 

something that you look forward to spending time.  Where you 

can’t wait to spend time with God. 

 

I realized this that this is really a love affair, it’s a love affair.  

You’re in a love affair with God.  It’s a love affair and He want us 

not out of command, not out of responsibility, not out of drudgery 

or obligation or duty but it’s love affair, it’s a love affair, it’s a love 

affair where we’re loving God with our whole heart.  We’re loving 

Him with our whole heart and we are receiving His vast love for 

us and we’re just enjoying his presence.  You know I’ve never 

thought on the song of Solomon, but the song of Solomon is a type 

of our love in Christ.  Our love with Christ.  That’s the whole book 

of Solomon.  It’s poetry, it’s a love song but the lover and the 

beloved is a picture of the church and Christ. 

 

It’s that deep intimate passionate love that we love the Lord so 

much and he loves us so much and so the whole book of Solomon, 

that’s what the poetry is all about.  It’s about our relationship, our 

passionate relationship with Christ, how much we love Him.  So, 

it’s a love relationship.  So, it’s not a duty, an obligation, or 

command but we want to be with him because we love him so 

much and He loves us so much.  I can remember man when I was 

dating my wife.  We would just be on the phone for hours and 

hours and wouldn’t even be saying anything.  We were just 

hanging on the phone.  The hours seemed like minutes.  We didn’t 

have a lot to say but just to be on the phone with one another.  

That’s the kind of love that we have and enjoy and we would enjoy 

just being in one another’s presence, you know? 

 

One thing I like about my wife, when we decided to go to the 

movie, she didn’t care what movie we went to go see as long as 

she was with me, as long as she was with me.  Now I dated 

another girl, I dated another girl for a brief moment, just for a 
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brief moment and I tried to take her to the movies and she did not 

want to see what I wanted to see.  So, that told me a whole lot 

about her.  So, I chose not to pursue her any longer.  I went back 

to the one who wanted to just be with me no matter what we saw.  

No matter what we saw. 

 

This is the delight we have with God; we just want to be with Him, 

we just want to hang out with Him, we just want to love Him and 

let Him love on us.  Oh man, what a place of delight to be filled 

with his presence and just allow Him to fill us up with His peace 

and his joy and His love.  Joy in its purest form is supernatural 

delight in the person of God.  That’s what joy really is.  It’s a 

supernatural delight in the person of God and so Psalms 16:11 

says, in His presence is fullness of joy.  In the presence of God 

there is fullness of joy because there’s so much supernatural 

delight in the person of God. 

 

00:15:00 

 

Folks, I want you all to know that man in heaven, there is 

rejoicing, there is singing, there’s dancing.  Everybody is so happy 

because they’re in the presence of God, they’re in the presence of 

God.  They’re singing in the city and it’s full of joy, it’s full of joy.  

And so, we get to experience that even now when we enter into 

His presence, we enter in His presence is supernatural delight in 

the person of God.  Supernatural delight in the person of God and 

the love of God.  Supernatural delight in the person of Christ and 

the grace of Christ.  Supernatural delight in the holy spirit and in 

the communion of the holy spirit.  The communion of the holy 

spirit.  The Apostle Paul prayed, he said I pray that the love of 

God and the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit would be with you always. 

 

That’s that fellowship, the participation, the sharing is that 

communion in partnership, is that fellowship, is that time to 

gather that we would always enjoy that.  That it will become a 

priority in our lives.  We said last time that you can have as much 

of God as you want.  Isn’t that an awesome thought?  We can have 

as much of God as we want, as much of God as we want.  We can 

be as close as we want to be with God.  God leaves it up to us.  

Here’s what the Bible says, James 4:8 says, “Draw nigh unto me 

and I’ll drawn nigh on to you.”  God allows us to choose the degree 

of closeness that we’ll have with Him.  I love this translation.  This 
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translation says, “Come close to God and he’ll come close to you.  

Come close to God, He will come close to you. 

 

So, God leaves that up to us for our prerogative, to determine how 

close we want to be to God, how much we want of God.  We can 

have as much of God as we want and you know we can have as 

much joy as we want.  We can have as much peace as we want.  

We can have as much love as we want.  We can have as much life 

as we want.  We can have as much of the Holy Spirit as we want.  

We can have as much of His word as we want.  Notice, all of that 

is left up to us.  As much as we want, we can have it.  There is no 

limit on how much we can have and enjoy, but yet it seems like 

sometimes we miss out because we are so busy, but each person 

determines his own level of intimacy with God.  Each person 

determines his own level of intimacy with God.  So just depending 

on our willingness, the effort, the time, the energy that we want 

to put into building and developing a relationship with God, we 

determine our level of intimacy with God. 

 

I want you to think about if Jesus was physically present in the 

flesh and you came out in the morning and Jesus was sitting at 

your kitchen table in the flesh.  Now I want you to see this.  Now 

think if you said, “Jesus, I would love to sit down and spend some 

time with you but I have to go.  I have to go, I have to go Jesus 

and you grab a cup of coffee and a doughnut, you head out the 

door.  I tell you what, I’ll catch you later on during the day.  And 

then you get back and you say, Jesus, I want to spend time with 

you now but I got to get to soccer practice, I got to get the kids 

there.  I’ll be back later.”  Think about that then you get back 

home and say, ‘Jesus, I’ll spend time tonight,” and you get home 

tonight and you say, “Well Jesus, I’m going to spend a little time 

with you but I have to watch my favorite TV program.  Just stay 

in the kitchen, let me watch my favorite TV program. I’ll be back 

in the kitchen to fellowship with you.”  Then by the time you eat 

dinner and watch TV, you say, “Jesus I was going to spend some 

time but I’m sleepy now.” 

 

Now we wouldn’t do that would we?  We wouldn’t do that if he sat 

physically in the flesh, but that’s the way we treat His presence 

every day.  That’s the way we treat His presence.  That’s the way 

we treat His presence every day.  We treat His presence every 

day.  I want you to think about something.  We determine the 

level of intimacy that we have with God.  I want to think about 

something, Jesus, you can even see it with His own disciples.  
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There were several levels of intimacy, that His disciples had the 

right to choose.  Now I want you to see the different levels even 

among His own disciples, they had the opportunity to choose their 

level of intimacy with Him, and I want you to see the different 

levels. 

 

First, there was the 70.  He has 70 disciples.  We don’t hear a 

whole lot about them so they were kind of far off, they were far 

off.  That’s one level of intimacy.  They were His disciples.  They 

did do His works.  They did work in the ministry.  The Bible 

records the 70 returned rejoicing over the fact that they had 

power over the devil.  And so, the 70, they were His disciples.  

Then there were the 12.  We’re moving a little closer.  I want you 

to see how you move a little closer to Christ, He allowed them to 

have the level of relationship that they chose. 

 

00:20:02 

 

The 70 were kind of distant.  The 12 were closer.  The 12 were 

closer.  That was His intimate family, the 12.  We’re going to move 

it even closer.  Out of the 12 there were three, His inner circle.  

Peter, James, and John.  They wanted a deeper level of intimacy 

with Christ.  Out of the three, John moves even closer.  The Bible 

records that He lays on Jesus’s breasts.  So, you went from 70 to 

the 12 to the three to the one, and He is saying you have the option 

of choosing whatever level of intimacy you want to have a 

relationship with me. 

 

You can be far off or you can be the one lying on my breast.  It’s 

up to you to choose.  So, He doesn’t force His way on us.  He allows 

us to choose the level of intimacy that we have with Him and as 

we are teaching on this, I want to the put it in to practice and just 

begin enjoying the Lord.  Enjoying the Lord in your time with Him 

and allow your love for Him to just go to another level.  The 

adoration of Him.  You’re going to find that you’ve been missing 

out the best thing that’s ever been available to man.  That’s 

fellowship with God, with his creator, and we have that right.  We 

have that privilege because of Christ Jesus to fellowship with Him 

and what a wonderful privilege.  You know I’ve looked back over 

some of the years of my life and I was like, my God, you know, I 

think about all the time I wasted and all the time that I didn’t 

spend with Him.  And I said, man, I really missed out on so much 

but praise God I’m with Him now.  Glory to God.  Hallelujah.  

Thank you, Jesus. 
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Glory to God.  Hallelujah.  Hallelujah.  Glory to God I’m enjoying 

every moment of it.  I tell somebody, I said, I feel like I’ve been 

born again and again.  I’m telling you; I feel like I’ve been born 

again and again.  I am enjoying the Lord and loving on Him and 

enjoying His presence and it is so wonderful.  It is so wonderful.  

It is so wonderful.  It is so wonderful to be with the living Christ, 

to be with the living God.  He loves us.  He loves us.  He loves us.  

He loves us.  He loves us.  He loves us.  He loves us.  There’s a 

Scripture, there’s a Scripture over the Book of Psalms 25. It talks 

about when you really get in intimate relationship with God, he’ll 

share his secrets with you and he will show you His covenant.  As 

I begin pressing more and more in to God, God began showing me 

His covenant.  Things I never seen, things I had never realized.  

He showed me five of His covenants that I didn’t realize existed. 

 

Five of His covenants I didn’t realize existed.  It was so powerful.  

Two of them I put on my phone, because I said, “Man I want this 

to be the screensaver on my phone,” because everytime I log in to 

my phone, because we know we look at our phone several times 

all day long.  If you’re like me you look at your phone all day long.  

And I said, man, what could be more powerful than on your 

screensaver having God’s covenant.  Would you all like me to 

share one or two?  Let me check my time, let me check my time if 

I have time.  I got to share this because this has been bubbling up 

in me so I’ve been preaching this and I’ve been preaching to all 

my kids, I’ve been preaching it to my wife.  I’ve been preaching it 

all over on the inside of me, I’ve been meditating on it, I’ve been 

waking up in the middle of the night meditating on it. 

 

I’ve been just seeing it, I’ve been eating, while I drive.  Everytime 

I look at my phone, it reminds me so I go right back into it.  

Everytime I log into my phone and so that’s why the Spirit of God 

prompted me to put it as a screensaver on my phone.  So, I had 

one covenant as a screensaver on my phone, the second covenant 

I have actually as a backdrop in my phone.  So, when the phone 

is locked, when you first press the button, I get the first covenant 

and then when I go into the phone, I get the second covenant and 

it has reminded me every day. 

 

Well, you know in the Old Testament, that’s what God 

commanded His people to do.  He said, “Put my word on your 

doorpost.”  They didn’t have cell phones.  They had to put on their 

doorpost.  If they have been living in our time, I’m sure the Bible 
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would have said, put it on your cell phone.  Put it on your tablets, 

put it on your pads, put it on your laptop. 

 

Keep the word before your eyes, meditate on it.  Keep it before 

your eyes.  Talk about it while you’re walking in the way.  Talk 

about it with your children.  Talk about it when you get up, talk 

about it when you lie down.  Talk about it when you lie down.  

Well anyway, I’ll try to share this two if I have time.  Isaiah 54, 

the first one.  Isaiah 54 and this is actually Chapter 54, but it’s 

actually Verses7, 8, 9, 10, but here’s what it says and I had missed 

this as a covenant, it’s a covenant.  And here is where God says, 

He said, “This is a covenant,” and He said. “This is as the waters 

of Noah to me.’ 

 

Now we all know the waters of Noah, that covenant is a strong 

covenant and we have the rainbow signifying, I’ll never destroy 

the earth again by water. 

 

00:25:01 

 

That’s a powerful covenant.  And God says in Isaiah 54, Verse 7, 

8, 9, 10; He said, “This covenant is as the waters of Noah to me 

that I swore would never cover the earth again,” and this is that 

covenant.  His covenant is, “I’ll never be angry at you again.  I’ll 

never be angry at you again and my kindness will never depart 

from you.  My kindness will never depart from you, and my 

covenant of peace will never be removed. 

 

Man, that sent chills up my spine.  That sent chills up my spine.  

When I dug in to that covenant and I said, my God, that’s a 

covenant we missed.  I never heard anybody preach that.  We 

missed that covenant.  We missed that covenant.  We missed that 

covenant.  This covenant that Isaiah wrote is signifying the 

coming of Christ.  He was saying the day of Christ when all the 

wrath of God would be consumed in the body of Christ, God would 

no longer be angry at us again.  And so He swore in this covenant, 

“I’ll never be angry at you again because my wrath has been 

satisfied in cavalry’s cross.  My wrath has been satisfied.” 

 

So, He swore, He said this, “As the waters of Noah to me.  I’ll 

never be angry at you again.  My kindness will never depart from 

you and my covenant of peace will never be removed.” 
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Oh man.  Oh, my goodness.  Oh, my goodness.  Oh, my goodness.  

My kindness will never depart from you and my covenant of peace 

will never be removed. 

 

Those of you watching by television or joining us online.  I want 

you to go to BrothersoftheWord.com.  You can listen to this entire 

series on delighting in God’s presence absolutely free of charge.  

You can also email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining 

us today at brothers of the word, because brother you need the 

word 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was part two 

of the message titled Delighting in God’s Presence by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7661, that’s 7661.  To listen to 

over a thousand free messages or to send this message number 

7661 to a friend go to BrothersoftheWord.com.  Listen to 

BrothersoftheWord.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:27:37 
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