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C. Elijah Bronner: There’s always someone who’s further ahead than you are, and 

you are always further ahead than somebody else is. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is part four of 

the message titled, Crowned with Wisdom, by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7668, that’s 7668.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:22 - 00:00:51) 

 

Female: And now for 7668, Crowned with Wisdom, Part 4. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the Word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television, 

and those of you joining us online at BrothersoftheWord.com, stay 

tuned to today’s message, always a wonderful delight and joy to 

have you to tune in. 

 

 We would like to just share just a little humor.  A teacher was 

correcting one of her students, little Johnny.  And she says, “Now, 

you must not say, I ain’t going.  You should say, I am not going, 

he is not going, we are not going, they are not going.”  Little 

Johnny replied, “Wow, nobody’s going then.” 

 

 Open your Bibles, if you will, over to the Book of Proverbs, 

Chapter 14, Verse 24.  When you get there, say, “Amen.” Proverbs 

14:24, lets read it together in unison.  

 

 Its ways, “The crown of the wise is their riches, but the foolishness 

of fools is folly.”  The crown of the wise is their riches, but the 

foolishness of fools is folly.  And I just want to use as a subject, 

crowned with wisdom.  This is actually Part 4 in the series we’ve 

been doing, Crowned with Wisdom.  I love another translation of 

this verse; it actually says, “The wise accumulate wisdom; fools 

get stupider by the day.”  The wise accumulate wisdom, but fools 

get stupider by the day. 

 

 Wisdom is the skillful use of knowledge for successful living.  

Wisdom is the skillful use of knowledge for successful living.  I 

like the definition that Joyce Meyer gave.  She says, “Wisdom is 

to do now what you’ll be happy with later.”  Wisdom is to do now 

what you’ll be happy with later.  So, wisdom has to do with 

making right choices, making right decisions, thinking ahead, 

planning ahead, having foresight.  Wisdom is about 
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contemplation, discernment and making good decisions.  Wisdom 

is primary.  The Bible calls wisdom the principal thing.  It is 

primary, it’s the principal thing, because we need wisdom in every 

area of life.  We need wisdom in every area of life.  You don’t have 

a relationship problem you have a wisdom problem.  You don’t 

have a financial problem you have a wisdom problem.  You don’t 

have a health problem you have a wisdom problem.  Every area 

of life can be addressed by godly wisdom.  And so, we need God’s 

wisdom so that we can deal wisely in all of the affairs of life. 

 

 Now, we primarily get wisdom from three or four places, and 

that’s really what I want to share today.  I want to share with you 

where we get wisdom from.  We normally get wisdom from three 

or four primary places where we get wisdom.   Well, number one, 

we get wisdom from God.   We get wisdom from God.  Solomon 

asked God for wisdom.  He asked God for wisdom.  We too can ask 

God for wisdom.  James 1:5 says that, “If any man lacks wisdom, 

let him ask of God who gives liberally.”  God’s not stingy with the 

wisdom.  He gives liberally and he upbraideth not.  So, we need 

God’s wisdom to help us to deal wisely in all the affairs of life.  

God has answers for us.  He has solutions for us in every area of 

life. 

 

00:05:01 

 

 God has the ability to enlighten our hearts.  God turns the light 

on in your spirit man, in your heart.  And he has this ability to 

give us ideas, to give us strategies, to give us wisdom.  So, we need 

the wisdom of God to operate successfully in life.  So, number one, 

wisdom comes from God. 

 

 Turn over to Proverbs Chapter 2.  Proverbs Chapter 2, look at 

these verses quickly.  Proverbs 2:6 and 7.  Notice what it says, 

Proverbs 2:6 and 7, it says, “For the Lord giveth wisdom --” who 

gives wisdom?  “For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth 

cometh knowledge and understanding.  He layeth up sound 

wisdom for the righteous.”  So, God has laid up wisdom for you.  

He’s laid up wisdom for you.  Now notice, He didn’t just give it to 

you, He laid it up for you.  He laid it up for you because God wants 

to make sure that you really want it.  He wants to make sure you 

hunger for it.  So, God wants to give it to somebody who’s hungry 

for wisdom, somebody who really wants wisdom.  And that’s why 

in the Bible, it says, “Go after wisdom, search for her as you would 

search for silver.  Search for her as you would search for hidden 
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treasure.  Go after wisdom the way you go after money.  Go after, 

seek wisdom, get wisdom.  Get wisdom.” 

 

 And so, God lays it up to see who’s coming after it.  He lays it up 

for us so that, we will value the wisdom that He has for us.  So, 

He doesn’t just pass it out freely, He lays it up because He wants 

us to be discerning in how it’s given out.  Somebody who’s hungry, 

somebody who really has a heart for wisdom, somebody who’s 

seeking wisdom, going after wisdom.  You’re going after wisdom.  

How many of you wants God’s wisdom in every area of life?  We 

want God’s wisdom in every area of life. 

 

 First Corinthians 1:30 says that, “Jesus is made unto us wisdom.” 

He is made unto us wisdom.  Say with me, “Jesus is my wisdom.”  

Jesus is my wisdom.  Whenever I can’t figure something out, or 

whenever I’m facing a dilemma or problem, I always say under 

my breath, Christ is my wisdom.  Christ is my wisdom.  I have 

the wisdom of God.  Say that with me, “I have the wisdom of God. 

Christ is my wisdom.”  Christ Jesus is my wisdom. So, we always 

have wisdom available to us 24/7.  In Christ are all the riches of 

wisdom and knowledge, and we are in Him, so we always have 

His wisdom. 

 

 So, that’s the first place you get wisdom, is we get it from God.  

We get wisdom from God.  Here’s the second place you get 

wisdom.  You get wisdom from wise people.  You get wisdom from 

wise people.  Everybody says, “Wise people, wise people, wise 

people.”  God uses people to help us to learn.  God uses people to 

be mentors in our lives.  So, God uses people.  Proverbs 13:20 says 

that, “He that walketh with wise men shall be wise.”  It didn’t say 

you are wise starting off, it says he that walketh with wise men 

shall be wise.  So, you just have to be smart enough to walk with 

somebody who has some sense. And so, he that walketh with wise 

men shall be wise.  So, we get wisdom from people.  Proverbs 

12:15 says that, “He that listens to counsel is wise.”  So, we get 

wisdom from people.  Surround yourself with wise people, 

surround yourself with wise people. 

 

 Let me give you some accounts in Scripture.  Moses had his 

father-in-law, Jethro.  Jethro became a mentor to Moses.  He gave 

Moses counsel.  He said, “Moses, you’re going to wear yourself out.  

You’re going to die prematurely the way you’re conducting your 

ministry, this business here.”  And so, he gave Moses counsel and 

Moses listened to the wisdom of his father-in-law Jethro.  He got 
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wisdom from a person, a wise person.  So, Moses had Jethro.  

Elisha had Elijah.  Elisha had Elijah as a mentor in his life.  

Joshua had Moses.  Joshua had Moses.  Timothy had Paul.  

Timothy had Paul as a mentor in his life.  Let me ask you this 

question, “What wise people are you surrounded with in your life?  

What wise people are you surrounded with in your life?” 

 

 I believe everyone needs three relationships.  Everyone needs a 

Paul, everybody needs a Timothy, and everybody needs a 

Barnabas. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 Paul, Timothy, say “Paul, Timothy and Barnabas.”  Paul was the 

mentor.  So, we all need mentors.  Timothy was the mentee; we 

should all be mentoring somebody.  See, there’s always someone 

who’s further ahead than you are, and you are always further 

ahead than somebody else is.  And so, the person who’s further 

ahead than you, that’s your Paul, and the person that you’re 

further ahead than, that’s your Timothy.  We all need a Paul, we 

all need a Timothy, and we all need a Barnabas.  Barnabas is 

somebody who’s on the same level.  He was Paul’s running mate.  

We all need a running mate who’s going in the same direction 

we’re going in.  So, you need somebody who’s in front of you, you 

need somebody who’s behind you that you’re helping, but then you 

need somebody to run with who’s going in the same direction.   

 

 So, we all need a Paul, we all need a Timothy, we all need a 

Barnabas in life.  Who is your Paul?  Who is your Timothy?  Who 

is your Barnabas?  Who are you surrounding yourself with? Who 

are the wise people in your life?  Learn to have various people in 

your life who have good qualities that you can gain from.  Pastor 

Nathaniel, he ministered a few weeks ago about having wealthy 

friends, not merely talking about money, but talking about being 

wealthy in some aspect of their lives that you can benefit and gain 

from and increase your life with. 

 

 And so, you should have people in your life with various qualities, 

various qualities that you can gain from and glean from.  You 

know, you may want to have a friend that has a strong marriage, 

have a friend that has a strong marriage.  Have a friend that has 

a strong inclination toward good health habits.  Have a friend 

that’s a good money manager.  Have a friend with a strong 

spiritual life.  And so, you have these different people in your life, 
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but they all have various strengths that undergird you and add 

and bless your life.  Have somebody who’s full of joy, somebody 

who’s just peaceful.  Somebody who’s just bubbling over with love.  

So, you need somebody like, Sister Stephanie, she’s just bubbling 

over with love. 

 

 You see, you need various people in your life who have various 

qualities in life, and that blesses your life.  I have a good friend 

and he’s a bodybuilder.  So, every time I’m with him, he’s always 

giving me bodybuilding tips, and that’s the reason I look so good.  

But surely you know, I couldn’t resist that one, I couldn’t resist.  

But I have a friend and he’s strong in investing.  So, every time I 

talk to him, he’s always giving me the latest and greatest 

investment.  And I have a friend who’s just funny.  Every time we 

talk, we just laugh.  And so, you kind of have these various 

qualities because wisdom brings balance to life.  Say that with 

me, “Wisdom brings balance to life.”  And so, you have various 

people in your life with various qualities, it begins to balance out 

and shore up your life, bringing strength to different areas in your 

life.  And so, it’s so valuable. 

 

 I like something that this person says.  He says, “Make your 

friends your teachers, and mingle the pleasures of conversation 

with the advantages of instruction.”  And so, when your friends 

become your teachers, then when you’re just having conversation, 

you’re always learning something when they have these different 

qualities and strengths.  This is something else I learned about 

how we get wisdom from people.  Learn to pick up little things.  

Pick up little things from people.  Turn to your neighbor, say, 

“Pick up little things from people.”  Pick up little things. 

 

 This is what I realized: wisdom is always around us.  Wisdom is 

always around us, and it took me a minute to really recognized 

that.  And this is why the Book of Proverbs, it speaks specifically 

about wisdom is always crying out in the marketplaces.  It’s at 

the opening of the gate in the city.  It’s almost saying, no matter 

where you go, wisdom is crying out.  And God showed it to me, 

and I began to see it, wisdom is all around us if we can learn to 

recognize it.  If you can learn to recognize the wisdom of the 

moment, you’ll learn something.  You can get something from it; 

wisdom is always around us.  It’s always around us, but we’re so 

focused and tunnel vision, we are not pay attention to them, we 

miss, we don’t recognize the lesson of wisdom.  It’s always there.  

And this is where Proverbs is saying, “If you open your eyes, if 
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you open your ears, if you pay attention, wisdom is always there.  

And you can learn something no matter where you are, wisdom is 

always there shouting out, crying after us.  It’s always there.  So, 

learn and pick up little things. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Turn to your neighbor again, say, “Pick up little things, little 

things.” 

 

 I was at a health seminar some months ago, and this doctor was 

teaching. And I picked up one little thing and added it to my life.  

He said, “Swish every morning with coconut oil.”  He said, “That 

pulls all the bacteria out of your gums and teeth.  Swish every 

morning with extra virgin coconut oil.”  And I just got that one 

little tip and incorporated it into my life.  Just pick up little 

things, they’re little tips. 

 

 We were at men’s ministry one Sunday.  Pastor James was there.  

And here’s wisdom:  he spouted off a couple of stock tips.  We were 

just sitting around the table talking. He said, “Hey guys, you all 

should check out these two stocks,” and he told why.  And, you 

know, we didn’t really pay him much attention.  But a few months 

later, those stocks went fivefold.  Fivefold!  If only we had picked 

up on that little thing, that’s a little thing.  That’s a little thing!  

Learn to pick up little things.  Wisdom is always around you.  

Wisdom is always crying out, and there’s always something to 

learn.   

 

 There’s always something to gain.  There’s always something to 

gain.  My cousin Gerald, I remember he told me one day, he said 

that he heard something that really stuck.  He picked up one little 

thing from somebody, and this was his lesson.  He says, “You’re 

never too old to learn something new.”  He picked up that one 

little thing.  He said, “You’re never too old to learn something 

new.”  And he said, “When that wisdom hit him, he has now 

started doing some new things, he’s experimenting, trying some 

new things.”  So, he’s increasing in some other areas and just to 

challenge himself, because you’re never too old to learn something 

new.  Turn to your neighbor, say, “You’re never too old to learn 

something new.”  You’re never too old to learn something new.  

What is it you can learn new?  Learn how to play the violin, learn 

how to play the flute, learn how to play the sweet piano, or learn 

some Spanish, learn French, learn something.   
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 I’ll never forget the great Roman scholar, Cato.  He was over 80 

years old, and he started learning Greek.  And somebody asked 

him, they interviewed him and said, “Why are you taking up such 

a difficult subject at your age?”  He replied, “It’s the earliest age I 

have left.”  You’re never too old to learn something new.  You’re 

never too old.  You’re never too old.  Turn to your neighbor again, 

say, “You’re never too old to learn something new.”  Pick up just 

a little thing, one little thing. One little thing, one little thing.  

Wisdom is always around you, pick up one little thing.   

 

 I learned this about Thomas Edison.  Thomas Edison, he was 

greeted by one of the presidents of the United States, and they 

were commending Edison on all him being just a genius.  And 

Edison replied, he said, “I’m really not a genius.”  And the 

president was puzzled.  He said, “What do you mean?  You have 

a thousand patents to your name.  You are a genius.  Edison said, 

“Not really.”  He said, “Only one of those patents is really an 

original idea, and that was the phonograph.”  He said, “That’s the 

only idea I’ve had.”  He said, “All the other inventions, I got from 

other people.”  Other people were talking about them, but they 

didn’t do anything with them and I just got one thing from them, 

and I took it and modified it and rearranged it and worked with 

it.  But I’ve got all of my inventions from other people.” Turn to 

your neighbors, say, “Just get one thing.”  Get one thing, one 

thing.  Just one thing.  Wisdom is all around you.  One thing is all 

you need.  One thing will change your life.  One thing will 

revolutionize your life.  One thing. 

 

 Just get one thing from people.  Learn to be on the lookout for just 

one thing.  One thing.  Turn to your neighbor, say, “One thing, 

just get one thing.”  Just get one thing.  One thing, one thing.  One 

thing.  Always be open.  Always be open to other people’s ideas.  

You’ll never know.  One thing.  One thing, one thing.  Learn to 

listen more than you talk.  That’s why God gave us two ears and 

one mouth.  Listen more than you talk, listen more than you talk.  

Wisdom is always around. 

 

 And here’s number three, we learn from our experiences.  We 

learn from our experiences.  We gain wisdom from our 

experiences.  We gain wisdom from our experiences.  Auguste 

Rodin said, he says, “Nothing is a waste of time if you use the 

experience wisely.”  Nothing is a waste of time if you use the 

experience wisely.  And so, reflection turns the experience into 

insight.  When you take time to reflect and think back on the 
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experience, “What is it I learned from this?”  Reflection turns the 

experience into insight.  Life is lived forward, but life can only be 

understood backward.  Reflection is when you reflect on your 

experiences, that turns experience into insight. 

 

 There’s a story of a bear, a wolf and a fox, and they decided to go 

hunting. And they went off into the woods, and they caught three 

deer, and they brought the prey back to the camp.  And so, the 

bear turned to the wolf, and he said, 

 

00:20:00 

 

 “How do you think we should divide our spoils?”  And the wolf 

said, “Well, since we have three deer, we should divide the spoils 

equally.  Each one of us should have a deer.”  The bear instantly 

ate the wolf.  Then the bear turned to the fox.  He said, how do 

you think we should divide the spoils?”  And The wolf said, “I 

think, you should have your own dear.  I also think, you should 

have the wolf’s deer.”  And he said, “Also, I want you to have my 

deer.”  And the bear looked back at the fox and said, “Where did 

you get such wisdom?”  He said, “I got it from the wolf.”   We learn 

from our experiences.  We learn from our experiences.  We learn 

from our experiences.  We learn from our experiences.  Turn to 

your neighbor, say, “We learn from our experiences.” 

 

 Let me share this with you quick, I’m running out of time.  So, I’m 

going to have to hurry, but in the book, It Only Takes Everything 

You've Got! Lessons for a Life of Success, author, Julio Melara.  

He gave a list of jobs that he had during his life, especially in the 

early part of his years beginning at age 11 and he said, these are 

jobs that you won’t find on his resume, but the lessons he learned 

in each job would last him a lifetime, and he would take those 

lessons to become successful in life.  And here are the lessons he 

learned from his jobs that he had.  Starting at age 11, he started 

cutting grass.  And he said the lesson he learned is, “It is 

important to give things a clean, professional look.”  Then he was 

a stock clerk at a local food store.  And the lesson he learned was, 

“Make sure that if I’m going to sell something, that the 

merchandise needs to be in stock.”  Then he was a dishwasher at 

a local restaurant and the lesson he learned was this: “Somebody 

always has to do the job no one else wants to do.  Also, most people 

have a lot of food on their plates; they do not finish what they 

start.”  Then he was a janitor in an office building and here’s a 

lesson he learned: “The importance of cleanliness as it relates to 
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image.”  Then he was a fry and prep cook at a steakhouse.  Here’s 

the lesson he learned: “the importance of preparation and the 

impact of right presentation.”  Then he was a helping hand on a 

construction site, lugging wood and supplies from one place to 

another, here’s the lesson he learned: “I do not want to do this for 

the rest of my life.” Then he sold newspapers.  He sold newspaper 

subscriptions for the daily paper, and here’s the lesson he learned, 

“The job of rejection, had to knock on at least 30 doors before I 

ever sold one subscription.”  Then he worked as a shipping clerk 

at a plumbing supply house.  Here’s a lesson he learned.  

Delivering your project or service on time is just as important as 

selling it.  And then he worked as a breakfast cook at a 24-hour 

restaurant.  And here’s the lesson he learned: “How to do 15 

different things at once.  He also learned about the weird things 

people like to eat on their eggs.”  And then, he cleaned cars at a 

detailing shop.  Here’s the lesson he learned: “The importance of 

detail, washing versus detailing.  You can pay $15 just to have 

the outside of your car washed, or you can pay $150 to clean the 

inside and outside and cover all the details.  Details are a pain, 

but details are valuable.  Details are valuable.  Then he sold shoes 

as a shoe salesman at a local store and the lesson he learned was 

“to sell customers what they want and like.”  He also learned to 

compliment people and to be sincere.  Then he was a busboy at a 

local diner, and the lesson he learned: “People enjoy being served 

with a smile, and they love a clean table.” 

 

 And so, we get wisdom.  We get wisdom from God, we get wisdom 

from people, we get wisdom from our experiences.  And I have one 

more I wanted to share, but I’m not going to make it, I’m not going 

to make it.  I’m sorry. 

 

 Praise God, praise God.  Just pay attention to the little things.  

Wisdom is everywhere, wisdom is everywhere.  God has laid it up 

for us so, that we can deal wisely in all the affairs of life and so 

that we can prosper and be in health even as our soul prospers.  

Praise God. 

 

 Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  

You can go to BrotheroftheWord.com and listen to this entire 

series, “Crowned with Wisdom,” absolutely free of charge.  You 

can also email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us 

today at Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the 

Word. 
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Automated Voice: You are listening to BrotheroftheWord.com.  This was Part 4 of 

the message titled, Crowned with Wisdom, by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is  

 

00:25:00 

 

 number 7668, that’s 7668.  To listen to over a thousand free 

messages or to send this message number 7668 to a friend, go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often 

because brother, you’ll need the Word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:25:15 – 00:25:22) 

 

00:25:23 
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