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C. Elijah Bronner: Count your blessings, laugh, love, love some more. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is part 5 of the 

message titled “Crowned With Wisdom” by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7669.  That’s 7669.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:21 - 00:00:49) 

 

Automated Voice: And now for 7669, “Crowned With Wisdom, Part 5.” 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the word. 

 

 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online at BrothersofTheWord.com.  Stay tuned to 

today’s message.  Always a wonderful joy and delight to have you 

tuned in and join us. 

 

 I would like to share just a little humor.  John and Mary, they 

went to visit their pastor for marriage counseling and the pastor 

gets up and he hugs John’s wife, Mary, and he sits back down and 

he gets up the second time and he hugs John’s wife, Mary, and he 

sits down again.  And he gets up a third and he does the same 

thing.  He says, “You see that John?  Mary needs that every day.”  

John replied, he said, “That’s fine pastor but I can only bring her 

here on Tuesdays and Thursdays.”  I was doing real marriage 

counseling and had a very similar instance to that.  That was 

actually real life and I referred to that joke and we all laughed for 

about 10 minutes.  But that joke is more real than you realize. 

 

 Well, we have been sharing on a series entitled “Crown With 

Wisdom.”  This is part 5, Crown With Wisdom and I have been 

using a little definition.  I picked up from Joyce Meyer that she 

says, “Wisdom is to do now what you’ll be happy with later.”  

Wisdom is to do now what you’ll be happy with later.  And that 

simply means making good decisions now, making good choices 

now, making good preparations and plans for the future now and 

I begin to just think about some things that we need to do now 

that we’ll be happy with later.  So, I just wrote down a few things 

that came to mind. 

 

 I think we should save money now.  We should save money now 

because we’ll be happy with that later.  Proverbs teaches the very 
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simple principle of working, saving and planning ahead.  So, the 

writer of the Proverbs, he actually invites us to watch the end, to 

learn that principle of working hard, saving, and planning ahead.  

And so, I think that’s something we should do now, is to save 

money now.  You’ll be happy later that you did. 

 

 I think we should take care of our health now.  You take of your 

health now.  There was a gentleman he said he had gotten up in 

age and he said if I had known I was going to live this long, I 

would have taken better care of my body.  And so, I think taking 

care of our health now is something from wisdom that we do now 

we will be happy with later.  I think we should educate ourselves, 

should educate ourselves now, that we will be something that we 

would be happy with later. 

 

 There was a man who is trying to get his friend to go back to 

college and his friend was 46.  He said, “Man, if I go back to college 

when I graduate, I would be 50 years old.”  His friend said, “How 

old would you be in 4 years if you don’t go back?”  And so, I think 

we should educate ourselves. 

 

 I read an article recently about a woman.  She was 95 years old 

graduating from college.  Now that’s what I call never giving up.  

It’s never too late and that was her whole life.  She just wanted to 

be an example to say to people it’s never too late.  She is 95 years 

old; grandma was getting her degree and she made it in history 

because she already knew all of that because she had lived 

through it.  She was a historian just by her age, so she can pass a 

course of work because she lived through all of that.  So, I think 

educating ourselves now is something we should do that we will 

be happy with later. 

 

 I think we should develop our relationship with God now.  That’s 

something we will be happy with later, develop our relationship 

with God now, you’ll be happy you did later.  I think we should 

enjoy life now. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 I think we should enjoy life now.  We should enjoy life now.  You’ll 

be happy later if you enjoy life now. 

 

 I brought a little book with me that I wanted to share some things 

with.  Sister Yvette gave me this book years ago.  I don’t know if 
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she even remembers it, but she gave me this book.  See, if you give 

me things you’ll never know when I’m going to use them.  I may 

not use them next week, maybe years down the road.  But she 

gave me this book years and years ago and it’s a cute little book 

entitled, “Go For It!  A Celebration of Your Dreams.”  And I 

browse it from time to time but I thought about this, something 

we should do now is enjoy your life now and you’ll be happy later.  

But there was something in it I wanted to share about enjoying 

your life now that was kind of clever and what I would like do is 

just read some clever thoughts from this, about enjoying your life 

now, things we can do now to enjoy our lives later. 

 

 There’s one entitled “Ten Keys to Success” and it says believe 

when others doubt.  Learn while others loath.  Decide while others 

delay.  Begin while others procrastinate.  Work while others wish.  

Save while others spend.  Listen while others talk.  Smile while 

others scowl.  Commend while others criticize.  Persist when 

others quit.  So those are some wonderful things to do now and 

couple more things I want to share from here that I thought were 

pretty neat.  These are 10 things to make besides money. 

 

 Time, make time.  Make time for priorities.  Make time for things 

that are important in your life.  Make time for God.  Make time.  

Number 2, merry, make merry.  Learn to have fun in life and 

enjoy the journey.  Make merry.  Number 3, make do.  May not 

have everything you want but use what you have.  Make do.  

Number 4, make up.  Life’s too short to live with your lip poked 

out.  Make up.  Number 5, make sense.  Number 6, make peace.  

Number 7, make room.  Number 8, make ways.  Go out and do 

something, make ways.  Number 9, make amends.  Number 10, 

make believe.  Use your imagination. 

 

 And there was one other thing I wanted to share.  I actually 

haven’t found what I really was coming to share, I was coming to 

share one that was about enjoying life now.  I don’t see it but 

anyway that’s the reason I had three other pages ready.  Listen, 

this is a principle life.  Always have a backup plan.  I couldn’t find 

the one I intended to have but I had three others ready to go. 

 

 Here’s another good one.  Here is a to do list.  Sing.  Smile at 

strangers.  Keep learning.  Notice kindness.  And this one is for 

Sister Stephanie, eat ice cream.  Hope.  Count your blessings.  

Laugh.  Love.  Love some more.  So those are some things we 

should do now that we’ll be happy with later.  Yvette, thank you 
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so much for the book.  She gave me that about five years ago and 

she probably forgot about it but it’s a great book and I use it all 

the time. 

 

 But anyway, we’re talking about wisdom is to do now what you’ll 

be happy with later and here’s another good one I wanted to share 

is be the person you could have been now.  And I wanted to read 

this little article from Darren Hardy and he says a professor at 

Cornell University interviewed more than a thousand older 

Americans from different economic, educational and occupational 

backgrounds and asked them to share the most valuable lessons 

they learned.  Overwhelmingly, the focus wasn’t on what they did 

but what they didn’t do.  Of a thousand people in the later stages 

of life, what dominated their advise on the lessons of life was 

regret. 

 

 One man in his late 80s was asked, “f you could come back and 

live the life of anyone who would you want to come back as?’  His 

answer was, “I would want to come back as the man I could have 

been but never was.”  He went on to say, -- 

 

00:10:00 

 

 “This time, I’d act with more courage.  I wouldn’t allow my fear to 

turn me away from opportunities I didn’t take.  I’d risk more.  I’d 

take the chances I wish I had.  I’d allow myself to fail more, love 

more and laugh more.  This time I’d be sure to live more.”  So, 

don’t wait until your 80 to be filled with regret.  Be the person you 

could have been now.  So, wisdom is to do now what you’ll be 

happy with later. 

 

 So I just wanted to share some of those things just to stimulate 

thoughts and just to stimulate our thinking and give us some 

creative ideas on some things that we can do now that we will be 

happy with later and that’s what wisdom is all about, is having 

some foresight, some planning, making good choices and good 

decisions now that will be a blessing to our lives, not only now but 

later as well.  

 

 Let me read a couple of scripture.  Flip over with me to Proverbs 

Chapter 1.  Proverbs Chapter 1 and we’re also going to look at 

Proverbs Chapter 8. Proverbs Chapter 1, though we’ll look at this 

one first.  Proverbs Chapter 1.  I just want to show you that 

wisdom is all around.  Wisdom is all around us.  Proverbs Chapter 
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1 Verse 20 and 21.  Proverbs Chapter 1 Verse 20 and 21.  Notice 

what it says here.  It says, “Wisdom crieth without” or actually it 

translated as outside.  “Wisdom is crying outside.  She uttereth 

her voice in the streets.  She crieth in the chief place of concourse, 

in the openings of the gates: in the city she uttereth her words, 

saying.” 

 

 So, wisdom is all around us and this is what I began to see.  

Wisdom is everywhere.  Wisdom is out there in life.  Wisdom is in 

life shouting to us all the time.  Wisdom always has a message for 

us.  Wisdom is always trying to get our attention.  Wisdom is 

always trying to convey its truth, its principles, its life to us, to 

bless us, to help us so that we can learn the lesson and we can be 

better by it. 

 

 Also Proverbs Chapter 8.  You’ll see the same conversation, 

wisdom once again expressing itself that it’s all around us.  It’s 

all around us trying to get our attention.  Look at Proverbs 

Chapter 8 Verse 1.  “Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put 

forth her voice?  She standeth in the top of high places, by the way 

in the places of the paths.  She crieth at the gates, at the entry of 

the city, at the coming in at the doors.  Unto you, O men, I call; 

and my voice is to the sons of man.  O ye simple, understand 

wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.  Hear; for 

I will speak of excellent things; for the opening of my lips shall be 

right things.” 

 

 So, you see the same thing.  Wisdom is all around us.  If we can 

simply learn to recognize it, wisdom is all around us.  We can 

learn something in every experience and from every person.   We 

can learn something from every experience we have and from 

every person that we encounter, we can learn something if we pay 

attention to wisdom.  Wisdom is crying out, just trying to share 

something with us.  And if we learn to discern, sometimes even if 

there’s nothing more than a lesson of what not to do, you can run 

into somebody in bad shape and wisdom is shouting, “Do not come 

this way.  Don’t let your life go this way.  Do not let your life go 

this way.”  There’s always a message.  I don’t care who it is.  

There’s always a message. 

 

 I’ll never forget a homeless man told me, he pulled me to the side 

and he said, “You see all these people jogging?”  He says, “Now, 

they’re taking care of their physical bodies.”  But he says, “I 

wonder if they’re doing anything for their spirit.”  He said “They 
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are taking care of their physical bodies which is, but for a 

moment, it’s temporal.”  But he said, “I wonder if they are doing 

any care for their spirit which is eternal.”  And that’s what a 

homeless man told me. 

 

 Now, there is a lesson there and I had to get that lesson.  I 

pondered that lesson.  Here’s the lesson I wrote down from what 

he told me.  Take care of your inner man, your spirit man as well 

as your outer man, your body.  Take care of your spirit as well as 

your body.  Make plans not only for this life but for the next life 

as well.  That’s what I got from a homeless man.  He shared that 

wisdom and to be honest with you I’m not sure if he may have 

been inebriated even as he gave me that wisdom.  But even 

inebriated, I recognized the wisdom.  That was a nugget of gold. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 I got that lesson.  Don’t simply prepare for this life.  It’s good to 

prepare for this life.  You should do that, have this life prepared 

but you are a fool if you have made no preparations for eternity 

and that’s the lesson I got for that.  So you take care of your outer 

man and your inner man, your body and your spirit.  Take care of 

your body which is temporal but make sure you take care of your 

spirit which is eternal.  Make plans for now, that’s great, but 

make sure you are also making plans for all eternity. 

 

 You know, that’s a scripture.  I think its over in First Timothy, I 

believe it is, but that’s actually a scripture.  I don’t even think the 

gentleman who told me that, I don’t even think he knew the 

scripture but in Timothy it says, “Bodily exercise profiteth little 

or (for a little time).”  Bodily exercise profits little for a little time.  

Compare with all of eternity, exercise profits a little time, for 

short period of time.  It profits you in a limited scope as far as 

your physical wellness, that’ very limited in the eternal scope of 

things and it’s very limited in the areas of life that it touches.  But 

it says, “Godliness is profitable unto all things and it pays off in 

this life and in the life to come.”  So, godliness transcends just this 

life and it goes into eternity. 

 

 And so, that’s the same thing that the homeless gentleman shared 

with me.  Make sure you take care of your spirit.  Exercise 

yourself rather unto godliness.  So the apostle was saying the 

same thing the homeless man said, “It’s great to exercise but 

make sure you’re exercising yourself rather on the godliness 
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because that has far greater payoffs and it pays off far longer than 

just to here and now and it also touches every area of your life.  

Exercise touches us physically and it touches certain areas of life 

but godliness touches all areas of life.  It touches all areas of life.  

It touches you everywhere.  Godliness touches you everywhere.  

It’s able to touch you heart, able to cause you to forgive, able to 

cause you to have compassion and mercy.  Godliness touches you 

in all of life, able to make you love.  And so, exercise yourself 

rather unto godliness, that was scripture. 

 

 So, you can learn something in every experience and you can learn 

something from every person and that’s what wisdom is saying in 

Proverbs, I am out there and I’m everywhere, I’m in every face, 

every shape, every form. Even when it doesn’t appear like I could 

be there, I am there.  And if you listen long enough and carefully 

enough, you’ll pick up a negative wisdom sometimes in the least 

likely place you’ll hear the wisdom of God that shouts out to us.  

So, wisdom is out there.  It’s out there if you open your eyes and 

you take the time to recognize it.  Wisdom is speaking, is all 

around us all the time.  All the time, wisdom is out there. 

 

 Now, here’s something I picked up from John Maxwell said, he 

said, “In order to really learn the lessons in life, we have to ask 

ourselves, are we teachable?”  Are we really teachable?  Because 

to really learn, to really benefit and to really grow, you have to 

have a teachable spirit.  If you think you know it all already, that’s 

not really a whole lot that can be shared with you.  You think you 

all --- you can’t teach a man a lesson if he thinks he already knows 

the lesson.  And so, learning require humility.  It requires 

humility to say I don’t know everything and I am open to learning.  

And so, you have to ask yourself, “Am I teachable?” 

 

 Anyway, he gave about 10 questions we should ask ourselves to 

find out if we are teachable.  I’m not going to share all of them, 

much about 7 or 8 of them.  But he says, number one, am I open 

to other people’s ideas?  Do I listen more than I talk?  Am I open 

to changing my opinion based on new information?  Do I readily 

admit when I am wrong?  Do I ask questions?  Now, the saying 

goes that, “If you ask a question, you may be considered a fool for 

5 minutes, but if you don’t ask questions, you’re considered a fool 

forever.”  Do I ask questions?  Am I open to doing things in a way 

I haven’t done them before? 

 

00:20:04 
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 Am I willing to ask for directions?  This is especially true for men.  

Am I willing to ask for directions?  Do I act defensive when 

criticized or do I listen openly for the truth?  So, if someone 

criticizes you, are you immediately defensive or do you ponder the 

criticism to see if there’s any truth in it? 

 

 And so, those are just some questions that you can kind of 

measure yourself by to find out if you are teachable because once 

you realize that you have an open heart, you’re a teachable spirit, 

then wisdom is able to share his glorious lessons in your life so 

freely and so wonderful and it will be a blessing to your life.  

Praise God. 

 

 I’m not done yet.  I still have some other things I just want to 

share concerning wisdom so we’re going to just keep plotting right 

along and I just pray that we all learn, we all grow.  I pray that 

we all develop to the point of making good decisions, making good 

choices, having discernment, exercising proper judgement and 

allowing the wisdom of God to be a blessing in our lives.  So, 

wisdom of God, it is to bless us.  It is to bless our lives and I just 

pray that this series stimulates some thoughts.  It causes us to 

learn, apply some new things to our lives and to grow and to 

prosper.  So, we will continue on for the next week or two and I 

have some more concepts I want to share concerning being 

crowned with wisdom.  Amen. 

 

 Stand up and I want you to just repeat.  Let’s do a little confession.  

Let’s do a little confession before I sit down.  Jesus is my wisdom.  

I have the wisdom of God.  I make wise, sensible decisions and 

exercise great judgement and discernment.  I deal wisely in the 

affairs of life.  I have the mind of Christ.  In him are all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge and I am in him and I have 

access to that treasure.  Praise God.  Give the Lord a hand.  Amen, 

amen.  Glory to God!  Hallelujah!  Glory, glory, glory!  Hallelujah, 

hallelujah, hallelujah!  All the wisdom of God. 

 

 The wisdom of God is actually a person.  Wisdom is a person.  

Wisdom, it’s not a thing, it’s a person.  Wisdom is a person.  

Wisdom is Christ.  Wisdom said in the book of Proverbs, he says, 

“I was with God when God created all of this and I was daily his 

delight.”  Well, the bible lessons known to book of Hebrews that 

all things were made by Him and without Him was not anything 

not made.  It was Christ.  He is wisdom. 
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 And then he says, in my left hand, riches.  Riches and honor in 

my left hand, in my right hand, long life.  The wisdom of God will 

prosper you.  The wisdom of God will bless your life.  It will bless 

your health.  It will give you longevity.  Length of days is in his 

right hand.  It will bless your life.  Wisdom will bless your life.  It 

will bless your life.  Oh man. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 I might have to force myself to stop but I’m seeing two or three 

weeks ahead and oh man.  Praise God.  I’m going to force myself 

to stop.  Man, the wisdom of God is good.  Praise God, praise God.  

Say it again, Jesus is my wisdom.  He is my wisdom.  In Him are 

all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  When you spend time 

with Jesus, you are literally spending time with wisdom.  When 

you spend time with Jesus, you are spending time with wisdom.  

Praise God, praise God. 

 

 He will show you some things.  The wisdom of God even showed 

me even how to prepare to minister.  I have been ministering for 

years.  But just recently, in this series, he showed me something 

different in my preparation in the way he wanted me to proceed 

my preparation.  And men, it has brought so much relief and joy 

and comfort.  I said, “Lord, thank you so much for sharing that 

with me.  I have been pulling my hair out all these years and you 

showed me how to make it easy.”  And he showed me.  He said 

don’t do it the way you’re doing it.  Let me show you.  He showed 

me step by step exactly how to prepare to minister. 

 

 I thought about Pastor Nathaniel because Pastor Nathaniel said 

God told him not to teach George how to minister because he 

would teach George.  And I said that’s exactly right because God 

is teaching me.  Yes, that’s exactly right.  He will teach you.  He 

will teach you.  He showed me exactly how to prepare to minister.  

I said, “Well, thank you Holy Ghost.”  Men, I wish you had come 

up about 25 years ago.  But glory to God, better late than never.  

Thank God.  He just showed me the wisdom of God.  He kept the 

light on and showed me.  He changed about three things in my 

approach and it just blessed my life.  I’d been so relaxed and I’ve 

been happy, I’ve been funny.  It’s all because he made a slight 

adjustment in my approach.  I said that’s the wisdom of God. 
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 He will do that in every area of your life.  No matter what you 

need wisdom for, he will do it in every area of your life.  When you 

spend time with Jesus, you’re spending time with wisdom.  Just 

remember that.  When you spend time with Jesus, you’re 

spending time with wisdom.  So, you’ve got to automatically have 

more light.  You’re going to have more light.  You’re going to have 

more enlightenment, more insight, more revelation, more 

knowledge, more understanding when you spend time with Him 

because that’s all He is.  In Him are all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge.  Man. Praise God, praise God. 

 

 Let’s pray.  Father, we just love You.  We praise You.  We bless 

You.  We magnify You.  We just give You thanks.  Thank You for 

Your wisdom.  Thank You for Your wisdom.  Thank You for Your 

wisdom.  Thank you for Christ Jesus, our wisdom.  Thank You for 

the Holy Spirit, the spirit of wisdom and revelation and the 

knowledge of You and Your word.  Thank You for turning the light 

on for us in all areas of life.  Bless these Your people Lord God 

and give them unusual wisdom.  Give them unusual insight.  Give 

them unusual knowledge.  Give them unusual knowhow.  And let 

them know it came from you.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

 Those of you joining us by television, I want you to go to 

BrothersofTheWord.com, you can listen to this entire message 

series entitled “Crowned With Wisdom” absolutely free of charge.  

You can also email it to a friend.  Thank you so much for joining 

us today at Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the 

word. 

 

00:30:00 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was part 5 of 

the message titled “Crowned With Wisdom” by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7669, that’s 7669.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7669 to 

a friend go to BrothersofTheWord.com.  Listen to 

BrothersofTheWord.com often because, brother, you need the 

word. 
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