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C. Elijah Bronner: To see yourself reaching your goal, to see yourself accomplishing 

your dream, you have to say it then you have to see it. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com, this is part two of 

the series titled “Developing The Champion in You” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7691.  That’s 7691.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing 00:00:22 - 00:00:50) 

 

Female: And now for 7691 “Developing The Champion in You” part two. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother you 

need the Word. 

 

 We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you 

joining us online at brothersoftheword.com.  Stay tune to today’s 

message.  Always a wonderful joy and delight to have you to join 

us.  Well, I would like to share a little humor, Sandy was in her 

50s and she had a near death experience on the operating table.  

She actually died momentarily and went to heaven and God told 

her not to worry because she had at least another 40 years left 

to live.  And so, God sends her back and so, while she’s in the 

hospital anyway, she decides, since she has another 40 years to 

live, she decides to get a little work done on herself.  She has a 

little plastic surgery on her face and she has some nips and cuts 

on some other areas of her body, and so augmentations done and 

so forth. 

 

 A few weeks later as she left the hospital and had recovered, a 

few weeks later she was crossing the street and she was hit by 

car and killed.  When she got to heaven, she saw God and she 

said “I don’t understand, you said I had another 40 years to 

live?”   He said “Oh, girl I didn’t recognize you.”  Well, I could 

share just a few scriptures.  Romans chapter 8, Romans 8:37, 

Romans 8:37.  When you get there say “Amen.”  Romans 8:37, 

notice what it says there.  It says “Nay, in all these things we 

are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”  

Everybody say, “More than conquerors, more than conquerors, 

more than conquerors.”  And also flip over to 2 Corinthians 

chapter 2; 2 Corinthians chapter 2 in verse 14.  It reads there, 

“Now thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in 
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Christ.”  Say that with me “Always causes us to triumph in 

Christ.” 

 

 And also flip over to 1 John.  1 John is near the back of your 

Bible just a few books in front of the Book of Revelation, you 

come across First, Second,  and Third John.  In 1 John chapter 5 

and it reads there, 1 John chapter 5, it reads verse 4 “For 

whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 

victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 

 

 So, I wanted you to see there that we’re more than conquerors.  I 

wanted you to see that God always causes us to triumph, and I 

wanted you to see that we are overcomers and we have victory.  

We’re using and teaching in this series “Developing the 

Champion in you.”  Developing the champion in you and this is 

past two “Developing the Champion in you.” And as I shared last 

time, part one, this idea for this little mini series came from an 

evening with Evander Holyfield who is the five-time world 

champion.  The only man who’s ever won the title five times in 

history and he came and spent three hours with us. 

 

 And so, you know, just being in the presence of somebody of that 

magnitude, somebody who loves God and yet able to reach 

certain, great heights in life and become a champion, a world 

champion; I couldn’t help but to take notes and to jot down ideas 

and just little insights that came to me, I believe by the Spirt of 

God from his life, from his testimony, from his journey to 

success, and so I jotted down several little points as he spoke 

with us for about three hours. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 And so, I’ve been in the process of sharing some other things 

that I gleaned from his life.  And as I sat down, I just said “You 

know, what did his presence with us, what did it really speak to 

us?  What was not saying to us on top of the man?  What was 

God saying to us?”  And this is what I jotted down.  I believe 

that the Spirit of the Lord was saying to u, “I want you live at 

your highest potential.  I want you to have a spirit of victory, 

triumph, a winning spirit.  There is greatness I you.  You were 

created for greatness.  There is a champion in you.  Live without 

fear, without reservation, live bold, daring, courageous and 

strong.  Have some fight in you, have some fight in you.” 
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 We all have some battles in life where we are required to fight 

and so, I believe Gods sent us a warrior just to say, “Have some 

fight in you.”  You don’t lay down and just die, and give in, and 

rollover and be run over by life and by the devil but have some 

fight in you in life.  And so, we have three options; we can either 

give in, we can give up or we can give it all we got.  We can give 

in; we can give up or we can give it all that we have.  Turn to 

your neighbor say, “There’s a champion in you.”  There’s a 

champion, there’s a champion in you.  And so, I believe that’s 

what the Spirit of the Lord just shared to me by his presence 

being in our midst this great champion, this world champion 

and what it spoke to me in my life. 

 

 Evander Holyfield as he shared for three hours.  He spoke from 

just various parts of his life; gave us his life story.  I just sort of 

jotted down some nuggets that struck me, that I recognized that 

were gems, that were part of his great story of success.  And so, 

number one, I shared with you last time.  He shared about 

discipline; discipline; discipline; everybody say, “Discipline.”  

And he simply said, “Do the things you don’t like first.”  Do the 

things you don’t like first, important.  So, I’ve already shared a 

little bit about discipline and here’s the second thing I made a 

note of from hearing this great champion, I made a note of this 

and that is, “Have a bigger vision for your life.  Have a bigger 

vision for your life.”  There is something about what he said; he 

said, one thing that he told everybody, everywhere he went he 

said “I will be the heavy weight champion of the world.”  He 

declared it; he declared it.  He had a big vision.  He had a big 

dream for his life. 

 

 Have a bigger vision for your life.  If you don’t have anything 

that pulls you out of the bed in the morning excited that means 

you don’t have a dream, you don’t have any goals, you don’t have 

anything you’re going after in life.  Have a bigger vision; have a 

bigger vision for your life, and I noticed that he said it, he 

declared it.  Everybody says “Say it.  Say it.”  You have to say it, 

you have to say it.  You have to say it, you have to declare but a 

have a bigger vision; have a bigger vision for your life.  There’s a 

little boy, he had a baseball and a bat and he picked up his bat; 

he said “I’m the greatest hitter in the world.  I am the greatest 

hitter in the world.”  And he threw the ball up in the air and he 

swung at it with all his might, he missed and that was strike 

one.  And he said again as he straightened up his cap and he 

dusted off his cleats.  He said “I am the greatest hitter of all 
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time.  I’m the greatest hitter in the world.” And he through the 

ball up in the air again and swung it with all of his might and he 

missed again, but that didn’t faze him.   

 

He straightened up his jersey, he dusted off his cleats, 

straightened up his cap again.  He said, “I am the greatest hitter 

in the world.”  He threw up the baseball again and this time he 

swung with everything he had and he missed, strike three, then 

he said “What do you know?  I’m the greatest pitcher in the 

world.”  Have a bigger vision.  Have a bigger vision for your life.  

Have a bigger vision for your life; you have to say it.  You have 

say it.  You have to declare it.  You have to declare it.  And so, 

there was one thing I noticed Evander said everywhere he went, 

he declares, “I’ll be the heavy weight champion of the world.”  

Now, winners, champions, they think in terms of “I am, I can, I 

will.”  Say that with me “I am, I can, I will.”  Winners always 

think in terms of I can, I will, I am.  I am that speaks of self-

knowledge, knowing who you are in Christ. 

 

00:10:04 

 

Seeing yourself the way God sees you.  That speaks of your self-

knowledge of yourself worth, I am.  “I can,” speaks of, that’s 

power to act, that’s power to act, that skill to accomplish.  Power 

to act, skill to accomplish, when you say I can.  I am, I can, I 

will.  “I will,” is resolution.  It’s will power.  It’s loyalty to duty.  I 

will, I will.  Say it with me again, “I can, I am, I will.”  And so 

that’s the way that champions constantly think and speak in 

terms, that “I am, I can and I will.”  So, you have to say it.  You 

have to say it.  You have to see it.  And then you have to see it.  

You have to see it.  We always move toward whatever we see in 

our minds.  Whatever we can see in our minds.  You have to say 

it, but you also have to see it.  You also have to see it.  You have 

to have a vision of it in your own mind.  We move towards what 

we see in our own mind.  You have to see it. 

 

You notice when God called Abraham and told him about the 

nation that will come from him.  Well, God gave him a visual.  

He said, “Look up, count the stars.”  He gave him something to 

see.  He gave him something to see.  He gave him something to 

see.  See, “When you can see it on the inside, your mind doesn’t 

know the difference between a picture and the real thing.”  

That’s why when you have a bad dream you can wake up 

sweating because somebody was after you, trying to kill you.  It 
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seemed real, it seemed real.  So, your mind can’t tell the 

difference, if it’s a picture or if it’s reality.  So, that’s why it’s so 

powerful to use imagination and picture the imagery and 

visualization to see yourself reaching your goal, to see yourself 

accomplishing your dream.  You have to say it then you have to 

see it. 

 

 Losers look at what they’re going through but winners and 

champions look at what they are going to.  You have to see it.  

You have to see it.  There’s something interesting in the Bible, 

when Elijah was dealing with his understudy, Elisha.  Elisha 

had a lot of gumption and he said, “Elijah, my one desire is I 

want double what you have.  I want to double portion of your 

anointing.  I want to a double portion of your spirit.  I want to do 

exactly double what you have done.  I want a double portion.”  

And Elijah’s response to Elisha was very interesting.  He said, 

“If you see me what I’m taking up, then it will be yours.”  In 

other words, Elijah was really saying, “If you can see it you can 

be it.”  If you can see it, you can be it.  You have to see it first.  If 

you can see it then you can be it.  And in that discourse of 

scripture seven times God ask the question.  What do you see?  

What do you see?  What do you see?  So, you have to say it and 

you have to see it.  You have to say it and you have to see it. 

 

I remember a while back about a young couple and they were 

really having a hard time really struggling and just living in a 

very tiny apartment, just barely making it.  But a couple times a 

week when the husband get home from his job, and even though 

they were in bad financial state and just very terrible state 

financially, just living a very small existence.  The husband 

would get his wife, a couple times a week, they would drive to a 

big fancy hotel.  They didn’t have the money to park there, so 

they have to park down the street and walk back to the hotel.  

And he said, they would dress up and he would just go in to sit 

in the lobby because they wanted to be in the atmosphere of 

something beautiful and something great and something grand, 

and something successful. 

 

They wanted to change what they were seeing at home and they 

wanted to change their vision.  They wanted to change.  And so, 

they would go there and they would sit there and they would 

dream.  They would sit there sometimes two or three hours just 

in the beautiful lobby, dreaming, getting a bigger vision for their 

lives, a bigger vision for themselves.  But they had to put 
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themselves in that atmosphere where they could see it, where 

they could see it.  If you can see it, you can be it.  If you can see 

it, you could be it.  If you can see it, you can be it.  So, you have 

to say it and you have to see it. 

 

My father said, when he was sitting on the front porch one day 

and right across the sky, he says this word, “millionaire.”  He 

saw it across the sky, in the clouds.  That’s what he was seeing.  

He was seeing himself as a millionaire before he ever had any 

money.  He saw it first.  He saw it first.  So, you have to say it.  

Everybody say, “Say it,” and you have to see it.  Everybody say, 

“See it, see it.”  And then number three, you have to seize it.  

You have to say it.  you have to see it, and then you have to seize 

it.  Seizing it is when you put the work behind it.  That’s when 

you work toward it.  Your actions will always follow your 

expectations.  Your actions will always follow your expectations.  

So, you have to say it, you see it and then you seize it.  You say 

it, you see it and then you seize it.  And so, that was something I 

picked up from Evander from just hearing him talk, to have 

bigger vision for your life.  Have a bigger vision for your life.  

Sometimes, we live such as small existence so far beneath our 

gifts, and our talents and abilities and destiny because we have 

such a small vision for ourselves. 

 

I remember reading a little story about a little frog and he lived 

in the bottom of this well.  And he thought he was just in 

paradise and he would just swim in the bottom of that little well 

on his back and he would just – Oh man, life doesn’t get any 

better than this.  He said, “Man, this is paradise.” And 

periodically, he would see a light at the top of the well and so 

one day, it finally struck his curiosity and so he climbed his way 

up out of that little well just to see what that light was.  When 

he got to the top, he noticed a little pond and that really got his 

attention because he thought he had it made in the well.  He 

thought that was all there was.  He had never been out of that 

well.  But then he saw a pond that almost blew his mind, and 

then he hopped a little and then he saw a lake which was even 

bigger.  And he said, “Oh my God, what is this?”  And then he 

went a little further and he saw an ocean. 

 

And that’s how we are sometimes.  We live in such a limited 

existence with such small thinking with a small vision.  We 

think that that that’s all there is and this all I’ll ever be, this is 

all I’ll ever have and I’ll be confined to this.  But no, God wants 
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us to extend our vision, enlarge our vision, have a bigger vision 

for your life.  Have a bigger vision for your life.  Have a bigger 

vision.  Have a bigger vision.  Have a bigger vision.  (00:17:41) 

prayed the prayer, “Lord, enlarge my territory.”  Enlarge my 

territory.  Enlarge my territory.  Have a bigger vision.  Have a 

bigger vision.  Have a bigger vision.  Have a bigger vision for 

your life.  Have a bigger vision for your life.  Have a bigger 

vision. 

 

There was a young lady and she had gotten pregnant in high 

school and so she had to drop out of school and she had a little 

apartment and she was unable to afford that, so she ended up on 

welfare.  She finally got to the point where she was tired of 

feeling sorry for herself and she said, “You know what?  I can do 

better than this, I can be better than this.”  So, she got a little 

job, working in the elementary school cafeteria, collecting lunch 

tickets and she made the decision that she was going to go to 

night school and get her high school diploma.  And she did and 

after she got her high school diploma, she said, “You know, I 

think, I’m going to get my college degree.  Nobody, in my family 

has ever done that,” and so, she dreamed a little bigger.  Still 

working in the cafeteria and going to school at night, in four 

years, she graduated from college with honors.  And then she 

said, “You know, I’m not even satisfied with that.  I believe, I 

will go ahead and get my master.”  She went on and got her 

master’s degree and just a few years later she became the 

principal in the same district where she was just collecting 

lunch tickets on welfare.  In her testimony she said, “I went from 

welfare to faring well.”  Because she got a different vision for her 

life, a bigger vision for her life.  Have a bigger vision for your 

life. 

 

You got to say it, see it, seize it.  Say it, see it, seize it.  Say it, 

see it, and seize it.  Have a bigger vision, have a bigger vision, 

have a bigger vision for your life.  Now, here is another key, I 

picked up from Evander Holyfield.  I jotted them down.  I jotted 

down about six or seven things that I just gleaned from his 

message and I didn’t write them in a particular, but I just 

thought they were good nuggets.  Here’s the one, he shared 

about the power of having someone who believes in you.  The 

power of having someone who believes in you.  The power of 

having someone who believes in you.  Pastor Nathaniel may 

have mentioned of this a few weeks ago, but he had a brother, he 

had a brother and his brother was actually on drugs.  But his 
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brother was so proud of Evander that whenever Evander had a 

training event, getting ready for a fight, he would come and 

train with Evander. 

 

00:20:06 

 

He was so proud of Evander, wanted to support him so much 

that he would even stop doing drugs at least during that 

training period.  He would train in sobriety during that period to 

encourage his brother and because he meant so much to him.  

He would be at every fight and Evander said in every fight that 

will fight, he would feel a low commotion out in the audience 

and it would his brother saying, “Can’t nobody beat my brother,”  

and Evander said he would almost, you know, “be embarrassed.” 

Because some fights, he wasn’t even sure he can win but he 

would hear his brother gets louder.  “Can’t nobody beat my 

brother; can’t nobody beat my brother.” and Evander said, “he 

never lost a fight that his brother was at.”  He said, “he didn’t 

lose his first sight until his brother died.” 

 

 The power of having someone who believes in you in your corner 

and then the second person he had who believe in him was his 

mother, his mother.  He said one thing his mother always told 

him.  She said, “You are not poor.”  Even though they grew up in 

government subsidized housing.  They grew up almost destitute.  

His mother instilled in him, “You are not poor.  You are not 

poor.”  And that speaks a powerful lesson to us.  Never be 

defined by where you are, never be defined by where you are, 

never be defined by where you are, but be defined by what’s in 

you.  Be defined by your potential, be defined by where you are 

headed, be defined by what God has said about you.   

 

So, never be defined by where you are.  His mother wouldn’t 

allow where they were at that moment to define him.  She 

instilled in him, “You are not poor.  You are not poor.”  She 

would not allow their present circumstances to define him but 

there was somebody who believed in him.  She told him this, 

when everybody else doubted him.  He said, “Well, he would go 

around telling everyone that he would be champion of the 

world.”  Everybody would say, “You won’t be able to beat my 

Mike Tyson.”  Everybody would say, “You won’t be able to beat 

Tyson.”  He said his mother called him in one day and she said, 

‘Son, there is one person I know you can beat.”  He said, “Who is 

that mama?”  She said, “Mike Tyson.”   She said, “Because he 
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has out of control and a man out of control has no power, you 

will beat Mike Tyson.” 

 

 Sure enough as you all know the story.  He beat Mike Tyson not 

once but to twice.  That’s the power of having someone to believe 

in you.  You need somebody who will believe in you.  Be around 

people who builds you and encourage you.  People who add value 

to you.  People who bring out the best in you.  People who wants 

you to succeed and recognize your gifts and your talents and 

your worth.  People who influence you to improve and calls you 

to have greater confidence and faith.  Make you a better person.  

People who can see your gifts.  People who inspire you.  People 

who are pulling for you.  People who are in your corner.  And 

here’s a powerful quote I read.  It says, “The quality of people 

you put around you will determine the quality of who you are.”  

The quality of people you put around you will determine the 

quality of who you are.  Learn to bring out the best in people, 

bring out the best in people. 

 

 Here’s a little acronym that John Maxwell have for “Best.”  B-E-

S-T.  The B if for believe; believe in people.  The E is encourage; 

encourage people.  The S is share; share with people.  The T is 

trust; trust people.  Be a person who brings out the best in 

people and that’s the power of having someone in your life who 

believes in you.  Someone who will give you a reputation to 

uphold.  Give people a reputation, you’ll be surprised.  We rise to 

the expectation of those who are closest to us.  We rise to the 

expectation of those who are close.  So, get people a reputation to 

uphold. 

 

 There was a little boy and this little boy was always getting in 

trouble.  He was always getting in trouble and, you know, the 

teachers didn’t know what to do with him and he would just be 

sent to the principal’s office just about every day.  But there was 

the older gentleman who lived near the school and this boy 

would hang out in his house.  He loved that older gentleman 

because the older gentleman always put something in it.  He 

always made the boy feel special.  He always made the boy feel 

like he had value and worth.  Whereas, at school, he was just 

being whipped and beaten, told he was no good, and scolded and 

sent to the office.  And so, finally, one day, the boy was stealing 

out of the class treasure.  He was stealing money out of the class 

treasure.  The teacher went to the old man’s house, he knew the 
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boy hung out there and he said, “Look,” he said “This young man 

you’ve been mentoring, he’s stealing out of our treasure.” 

 

00:25:03 

 

“We don’t know what to do about him.”  The old man said, “Put 

him in charge of the treasure.”   Then the teacher is like, 

“What?”  He said, “Put him in charge.”  Sure enough, the teacher 

went back and said, “Listen son, we need somebody who’s 

trustworthy, we need somebody to watch this treasure.  We need 

somebody who let anybody steal anything out of here and we 

believe you are the man.”  And they put him over it and guess 

what, he stopped stealing, he stops stealing out of a treasure, 

give people a reputation upholds.  They’ll rise to the expectation 

when you believe in people, you bring out the best in people.  

Believe in people and caress people, share with people, and trust 

people.  Give people a reputation to uphold but that’s the power, 

that’s the power of having someone who believes. 

 

 There are several scriptures, 1 Thessalonians 5:11 says, “Build 

each other up.”  Build each other up, build each other up.  In 

several scriptures, I can’t read, they just kept saying the same 

thing.  Build each other up.  Build each other up.  You need 

somebody in your corner who will build you up.  Somebody in 

your corner who believes in you.  That’s the power of having 

someone who believes in you.  Ask yourself this question.  Who 

needs to be added to my life?  Who needs to be added to my life?  

Who do I need to spend more time with?  You need somebody 

who believes in you.  You need somebody who believes in you.  

Praise God.  With also, just a couple of things that among many 

things that I gleaned from our evening with Evander Holyfield, 

the world champion.  And I don’t believe that we had that 

opportunity by accident or just to be time wasted but I believe 

that God send him here to put a spirit of a champion in all of us 

and develop that spirit.  And that spirit is the Holy Spirit that’s 

on the inside of us.  He won’t let us quit.  He won’t let us give up; 

he won’t let you settle beneath who you really are.  There’s a 

champion in all of us.  He calls us that champion to come forth 

out of our last.  Praise God. 

 

 So, stay tune.  We’ll share a couple of more powerful things that 

I just gleaned from Evander sharing with us from his life on 

developing the champion in you.  Praise God. 
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 Those of you who watching by television.  I want you to go to 

brothrsoftheword.com.  You can listen to this entire series 

absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it to a friend. 

 

 Thank you much for joining us today at Brothers of The Word 

because brother you need the Word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com.  This was part two of 

the series titled, “Developing The Champion in You” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7691.  That’s 7691.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7691 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother you need the 

Word. 

 

(Music playing) 

 

00:28:12 
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