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C. Elijah Bronner: Folks, we have to learn how be self sufficient in Christ 

sufficiency.  In Christ sufficiency 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

titled, “The Photographer's Perseverance” by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7701.  That’s 7701.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:22 - 00:00:50) 

 

Female: And now for 7701, “The Photographer's Perseverance.” 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: I’m extremely honored to be part of celebrating Nikki’s life and 

we love Nikki and we love the Ferguson family so much.  And 

we have had such an overwhelming response, outpouring of love 

toward this family.  Everybody wanted to serve today.  We have 

never had this much participation and everybody love Nikki and 

everybody knows how much this family means to this ministry 

and it is evident on today.  I certainly pray God’s presence, His 

love, His peace, His strength and His comfort upon this family.  

And to the family, I just want to say these four things to you.  

God is faithful, God is good.  Nikki is precious in His sight.  You 

are precious in His sight, and God loves you.  God loves you.  

God loves you.  God loves you.  God loves you. 

 

 Well, my interaction with Nikki was always pleasant.  She was 

always down to earth.  She was always kind and hospitable.  

Always gracious and she always greeted me with a smile.  And I 

am inspired by her strength, I’m inspired by her courage, I’m 

inspired by her faith.  I’m also inspired by her serving spirit.  

She served with joy.  She served with joy.  She served with joy. 

 

 There’s a scripture I want to read over in the Book of James.  

Over in the Book James chapter 1, James 1:2-4.  James 1:2-4.  

And they read, it says, “my brethren counted all joy.  Didn’t say 

it was joy, He said treated his joy.  Counted his joy.  He said 

counted all joy when you fall in the diverse temptation, test, 

trials.  Knowing this that the trying of your faith work is 

patience.  But let patience have her perfect work that you may 

be perfect in entire one thing, nothing.”  Now, I want you to 

know today that they that we don’t have to be sad because Nikki 

wasn’t sad.  She what sad.  Nikki still had a sense of humor.  

She still has the ability to laugh right in the midst of trying 
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circumstances.  Right in the midst of devastating illnesses.  In 

spite of all of this, she still found a way to serve with joy.  She 

still had her joy and laughter.  And Nikki would say I believe to 

all of us to enjoy life.  Enjoy life and appreciate each and every 

day.  Each and every day of life is a gift.  Enjoy the life that you 

have and celebrate your family and celebrate your friends and 

cherish your loved ones and recognize that each day that we 

have on this earth is a gift. It’s a gift. It’s a gift. 

 

 I love something that Erma Bombeck said after she got to the 

end of her life and she looked back at life, she said something 

very similar.  She said; if I had my life to live over, I would have 

talked less and listened more.  I would have invited friends over 

to dinner even if the carpet was stained and the sofa faded.  I 

would have eaten the popcorn in the good living room and worry 

much less about the dirt when someone wanted to light the fire 

in the fireplace.  I would have taken the time to listen to my 

grandfather ramble about his youth.  I would never have 

insisted the car windows be rolled up on a summer day because 

my hair had just been teased and sprayed.  I would have burned 

the pink candle sculpted like a rose before it melted in storage.  I 

would have sat on the lawn with my children and not worry 

about grass stains. 

 

00:05:01 

 

I would have cried and laughed less while watching television 

and more while watching life.  I would have shared more of the 

responsibility carried by my husband.  I would have gone a bit 

when I was sick instead of pretending the earth would go into a 

holding pattern if I weren’t there for a day.  I would never have 

bought anything just because it was practical wooden show soil 

or was guaranteed to last a lifetime.  Instead of wishing nine 

months of pregnancy, I’d have cherished every moment and 

realize that the wonderment growing inside me was the only 

chance in life to assist God in a miracle.  When my kids kiss me 

impetuously, I would never have said later, now go get washed 

up for dinner.  There would have been more I love you, more I’m 

sorry, but mostly given another shot at life, I would seize every 

moment, look at it and really see it and live it and never give it 

back.  That was an anonymous monk and he share the same 

sentiment.  He said; if I had my life to live over, I try to make 

more mistakes next time.  I will relax.  I would limber up.  I 

would be sillier than I have this trip.  I would take more trips.  I 
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would climb more mountains, swim more rivers and watch more 

sunsets.  I would eat more ice cream and less beans.  If I had to 

do it over again, I’d go places, do things and travel lighter.  If I 

had my life to live over, I would go barefooted early in the spring 

and stay that way to later in the fall.  I would ride on more 

merry go rounds and I take more daisies.  Sound like that monk 

wanted to get out of that monastery. 

 

 I believe that’s the message that Nikki would say to us.  Enjoy 

life, appreciate every moment.  Every moment is precious.  Time 

her on earth is so short.  It is so brief.  The Bible says it’s just a 

vapor.  You’re here one minute and you’re gone the next.  Each 

day is a gift that God has graced us with.  Make the most of 

every day.  Love while you can.  Do good while you can.  Walk 

with God while you can.  Love your family while you can.  We 

only have this day, this moment.  And it’s a gift that God gives 

us each and every day.  Take advantage of this precious, 

precious gift. 

 

 Nikki was a trooper.  She was a trooper.  As it has been shared, 

she was trooper.  She persevered, she endured, she kept going.  

Illness after illness, but she kept going.  She kept serving with 

joy.  She kept serving with joy and when I thought about it, I 

realized it was God who empowered her.  It was God who 

infused her with strength.  It was God who gave her that ability.  

The Bible calls that patience.  That is Bible patience.  Patience 

is the force that keeps you from quitting.  It’s the force that 

keeps you from fainting under pressure.  It’s the force that keeps 

you from caving in and giving up.  It’s endurance.  It’s the ability 

to withstand, to remain under difficult circumstances.  It’s 

perseverance, it’s fortitude.  It’s staying power.  It’s power to 

continue.  God powers our patience and it was God who enabled 

Nikki.  It was God who gave her the strength to continue to do 

what she was able to do.  I would look at her some days knowing 

that she was in pain, knowing that she has gone through 

surgeries and in and out of hospitals and I would ask myself; 

how in the world is Nikki making it?  How was she continuing 

all but yet she would still smile, she would still serve, she would 

still be in the ministry.  She would still be in the game of life. 

 

 Let me share these scriptures with you just to prove to you that 

it’s God who empowers our strength.  That it was God who was 

empowering Nikki and Nikki’s message to us is, the same God 

will empower you.  The same God will keep you going.  When 
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you don’t think you can make it, the same God, the same God 

will empower you.  Let me share these scriptures.  I want you to 

hear what the Word of the Lod says to us.  Because Nikki’s life 

speaks something very powerful about strength.  It speaks 

something extremely powerful about strength in difficult 

circumstances. 

 

 Listen to this, Colossians 1:11 in the Message Bible.  

 

00:10:01 

 

It says, “We pray that you'll have the strength to stick it out 

over the long haul - not the grim strength of gritting your teeth 

but the glory strength that God gives.  It is strength that 

endures the unendurable and spills over into joy.”  Here’s 

another one, Ephesians 6:10 in the Amplified Bible.  “In 

conclusion, be strong in the Lord, be empowered through your 

union with Him.  Draw your strength from Him, that strength 

which His boundless might provides.”  His boundless might 

provides.  God has an unlimited supply of strength.  His 

boundless might supplies strength to our lives.  Here’s another 

one, Philippians 4:13 in that Amplified.  “I have strength for all 

things in Christ who empowers me.  I am ready for anything and 

equal to anything through Him who infuses inner strength into 

me.  I am self-sufficient in Christ sufficiency.”  Folks, we have to 

learn how to be self-sufficient in Christ sufficiency.  In Christ 

sufficiency.  And here’s another one, Ephesians 3:13 in the 

Amplified.  “May He grant you out of the rich treasury of His 

glory, to be strengthen and reinforced with mighty power in the 

inner man by the Holy Spirit Himself in dwelling your inner 

most being.”  That’s the Holy Spirit on the inside empowering us 

to live life.  Empowering us to make it in the midst of difficult 

circumstances.  Now, I thought that was all the verse and then 

the Holy Ghost said; not yet I got one more.  I said okay, well, 

give it to me.  He said Isaiah.  He said Isaiah.  He said Isaiah.  

He said Isaiah.  He said Isaiah.  Isaiah, Isaiah chapter 40.  

Isaiah chapter 40.  They’ve been waiting on the Lord.  Oh, 

they’ve been waiting on the Lord.  They’ve been waiting on the 

Lord.  They’re mounted with wings as eagles.  They running not 

get weary.  They are walking that faith.  He renews their 

strength.  He renews their strength.  He renews their strength.  

One translation says; He increases strength causing it to 

multiply and He makes it abound.  That’s what Nikki was 

walking in.  That’s what Nikki was walking in.  That’s what 
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Nikki was walking in.  You walk in that strength.  You walk in 

that strength.  You walk in that strength when you feel weary.  

When you feel like you can’t make it another day, remember the 

strength that Nikki walked in.  The strength from the same God 

who empowered her. 

 

 The second thing I just wanted to touch on about Nikki’s life 

that spoke to me and that was Nikki’s life teaches us to serve.  

Her life teaches us to serve, to serve.  Nikki had a service heart.  

Nikki had a service heart.  She had a service heart.  Albert 

Schweitzer, he said the only really happy people are those who 

have learned how to serve.  And that’s why Nikki was still 

happy.  She had a service heart.  Folks, Nikki cleaned up this 

church every week for years without pay.  Did I say without 

pay?  She did it for years.  For year, for years Nikki would come 

in, cleaning up.  She cleaned up weekly for years without pay.  

That’s a service heart.  She would be at any and anybody’s event 

as a photographer.  She did it for years.  She had a service heart.  

She was eager to serve.  She was willing to serve.  Mother 

Theresa said; the miracle is that not that we this work, but that 

we are happy to do it.  Oh, Nikki was happy to do it.  She was 

happy to do it.  She was happy do it.  She was happy do it.  She 

was happy do it.  Her life says to us, don’t live a self-centered 

life.  Servanthood is not about what you do for yourself.  It’s 

looking beyond my own selfish needs and desires and seeking to 

help others.  Making life better for others.  Assisting others.  

What can I do for someone else, is what Nikki’s life speaks to us. 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. he said; life’s most urgent and persistent 

question is, what are you doing for others?  What are you doing 

for others? 

 

00:14:59 

 

And that’s the question that Nikki would ask us today.  She 

lived the life of service.  She lived a life of service.  Every day is 

an opportunity to serve someone.  Every day is an opportunity to 

love.  Every day is an opportunity to do good. 

 

William Penn, he said; I expect to pass through life but once.  If 

therefore there be any kindness that I can show or do any good 

to any fellow being, let me do it now and not deter or neglect it 

as I shall not pass this was again.  Folks, her life speaks to me a 

life of strength with joy and the life that served others.  What a 
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beautiful life and I want you to know now that Nikki is now 

heaven’s resident photographer.  Oh, she’s heaven’s resident 

photographer now.  She’s heaven’s resident.  I can see her now 

in glory, saying Jesus if you mind moving over a little bit more 

toward God.  Man, can you imagine what photography is like in 

heaven?  It’s the most beautiful place that our imaginations 

have never had a glimpse of.  We can’t even fathom what heaven 

is like.  You’ve heard of the seven wonders on earth.  Those are 

just previews, those are just glimpses of what heaven itself is 

like.  There is no sun in heaven.  Heaven is lit by the glory of 

God.  He lights the whole city with glory.  He lights the whole 

city.  Nikki won’t need any back lighting for her photography.  

The glory of God is the backlight.  The glory of God is the 

backlight.  She’s now heaven’s resident photographer. 

 

I talked about the scripture over in John 14 that says; that 

Jesus goes to prepare a place for us.  To me, that speaks of the 

place that you have in heaven is personalized.  This is not a 

generic mansion.  What He prepares for us is personalized to 

your own individual likes.  Your own personality.  So, whatever 

colors Nikki like, that’s what’s in her mansion.  Whatever 

(00:17:27) to see light, that’s what’s in her mansion.  Man, all 

type of photography equipment and screen is all over her 

mansion.  He personalized it for her.  That’s what our savior 

does for us.  I go to prepare a place for you.  That’s for you.  

That’s for you. Oh, man what a prepared place we have in 

heaven.  Actually, to be honest with you, I’m sad on this side.  

But honest, I’m a little jealous.  Nikki has gotten to Jesus before 

I have.  She’s got to Jesus before I have.  She’s gotten to Jesus 

before I have.  She’s gotten to Jesus.  Man, I’ve been preaching 

this book for 30 years.  For 30 years I’ve been preaching this 

book, but yet I haven’t seen Him and Nikki is now with Jesus 

(00:18:22).  Nikki is now beholding Him.  Everything I have 

praised about; Nikki is looking at it.  She’s walking with the 

Apostle Paul.  She’s sitting down having dinner with Peter.  Oh 

man, I’m jealous.  I’m jealous.  I’m jealous.  I’m jealous.  I’m 

jealous.  I’m jealous.  I’m jealous.  I’m jealous.  I am jealous.  Oh 

man, what a glorious future that we have.  In all of eternity.  In 

all of eternity we get to be with Christ.  We get to be with Christ 

in all of eternity.  In all of eternity.  In all of eternity.  Oh man, 

in all of eternity.  And the Apostle Paul said it’s going to take all 

of eternity for God to show us the riches of His grace and His 

kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  Praise God.  Praise 

God.  Praise God.  A life well lived.  A life well lived.  A life well 
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lived.  We honor this life.  We honor this life. We honor this 

family.  We love you.  We praise God for you and may God 

continue to strengthen you, keep you and comfort you in His 

love, His strength and His presence, His peace in Jesus name by 

the Holy Ghost.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled “The Photographer's Perseverance” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7701.  That’s 7701.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7701 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

Word. 

 

(Music Playing) 
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