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C. Elijah Bronner: Model the traits yourself that you want to see in your children. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is a Part 3 of 

the series titled, “God’s Promises for your Children” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is No. 7719.  That’s 7719.  Listen to over 

a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for 7719, “God’s Promises for your Children Part 3.” 
 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television 

and those of you joining us online at brothersoftheword.com.  

Certainly, delighted to have you to tune in.  Stay tuned to 

today’s message.  Always a wonderful joy to have you to join us.  

We like to share just a little bit of humor.  A kindergarten 

teacher was walking around the classroom observing the 

students while they were drawing and stopping at the desk of 

one little girl who was working hard on her drawing.  The 

teacher asked what the girl was drawing.  The little girl replied, 

“I'm drawing God.”  And the teacher paused and said, “But no 

one knows what God looks like.”  Without missing a beat or 

looking up from her drawing, the little girl replied, “They will in 

a minute. 

 

 Well, we’ve been talking in this little series entitled, “God's 

Promises for your Children.”  Let’s look at some scriptures over 

in 2nd Timothy.  That’s towards the back of your New 

Testament.  2nd Timothy, you’ll see 1st and 2nd Thessalonians 

right behind that, you’ll run into first and second Timothy, not 

too far from the Book of Revelations. So just flip to the back and 

then just slip back a few books forward and you’ll run into 1st 

and 2nd Timothy. 

 

 But 2nd Timothy, Chapter 1 and Verse 5.  Notice what it says 

there.  It says -- this is Paul talking, writing to Timothy.  He 

says, “When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith or the 

genuine faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy 

grandmother, Lois, and thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded 

that in thee also.”  And so here we begin to see the generational 

blessing.  We see the transfer of how we transfer our faith from 

one generation to another generation to the next generation, and 

so we see three generations here.  Grandma Lois had it, she had 
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the faith and she told her daughter, and so Lois the mother had 

it, and then Timothy her son had it.  So three generations. 

 

 We see the blessings, we see the covenant, we see faith being 

passed down and we have said that your covenant with God 

blesses your children.  Your covenant with God blesses your 

children, so we just saw three generations how Lois, and Eunice 

and then Timothy.  Three generations that were blessed, so your 

covenant with God blesses your children.  It creates a 

generational blessing.  Creates a generational blessing.  We see 

it also in the life of King David because of David's life before 

God. 

 

 God blessed his son Solomon, and Solomon was set up and 

established much because of his father, David.  And even when 

the kings and the lineage that came from David and Solomon all 

the way down throughout history.  Even though they turned 

away from God, God had promised David that I’ll always have 

someone on the throne from your lineage.  So even when they 

turn from God, God still hailed to his promise and he always left 

somebody in David's line on the throne.  And even when Jesus 

came, he was called the son of David.  That was the generational 

blessing, that was the generational blessing that was being 

transferred and passed down from generation to generation, so 

we see that our covenant with God blesses our children. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 Our covenant with God blesses our children.  It blesses our 

children, so it’s a very vital principle we see that how we are 

able to impact generations because of our faith, because of the 

lives that we live before God.  And I wanted to talk about today 

the seven things that we should do in our parenting.  Seven 

things that we should do as parents in fostering this atmosphere 

of developing godly children to grow up in so we have a part to 

play.  The faith and the blessing, it passes down from us to our 

children and the covenant that God has with you, it extends to 

your children.  You living for God blesses your children and 

there’s a part that we play as parents in some of the things that 

we do in creating the right atmosphere for our children to be 

raised in. 

 

 I wanted to really entitle this session, “The Seven Tips for Godly 

parenting.”  And here’s number one.  Number one, we should 
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pray over our children for our children.  And in the first two 

parts of this series, I have given you lots of scripture so you have 

scriptural foundation, scriptural basis to know what to pray for 

your children.  To know what God's word says about your 

children.  The future he has for you children so we should pray 

over our children, for our children.  We should pray with our 

children, so we should pray over our children, for our children 

and with our children.  Prayer, so prayer is vital one of the seven 

tips for godly parenting. 

 

 Number two, we should teach.  Flip over if you will to 

Deuteronomy Chapter 11.  That’s the fifth book of the Bible in 

the Old Testament.  Deuteronomy Chapter 11.  I want you to see 

what it says here about how we should teach our children.  

Deuteronomy Chapter 11, look at Verse 18 through 21.  

Deuteronomy Chapter 11:18-21.  Notice what it says, it says, 

“Therefore shall ye lay up these words in your heart and in your 

soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be 

as frontlets between your eyes.  And ye shall teach them your 

children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 

when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when 

thou risest up.  And thou shalt write them upon the door posts of 

thine house, and upon thy gates:  That your days may be 

multiplied, and the days of your children.” 
 

 Notice, this even extends the life of your children.  In other 

words, he says, “Look, if you’ll teach your kids my precepts, my 

ways, you’ll not only live a long life, your kids are going to live a 

long life.”  And so we really impact our kids, we impact our 

children's children, future generations.  If you notice in our first 

Scripture where we talked about Lois and Eunice and Timothy, 

notice there was the grandmother teaching the mother and the 

mother teaching the child.  Three generations there and unless 

you know the role that grandma plays in the rearing of our 

children.  So this is a notice to all grandmothers out there.  We 

need you.  We need you.  Grandma we need you desperately. 

 

 We need grandma's touch, we need grandma's touch because 

they are the deposit that grandma has that child desperately 

needs.  And so, even though the parenting is there, there is 

parenting that sits on top of the parent to reinforce what mom 

and dad teaches.  From another generation, we need the solid 

foundation and the rock that grandma has.  Grandma has 

something.  Grandma has something and that child needs that 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7719


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7719 
 

deposit from grandma.  So grandmothers and grandfathers, 

you’re vital.  You’re vital, not only to your children but to your 

children's children.  You are the vital link and I believe that’s 

purposely why Paul said, “I discerned it in your grandmother 

and then your mother and Timothy is also in you.”  That 

grandmother had a vital role there, and so grandmothers we 

need you.  Grandfathers we need you and your aid and your 

assistance in rearing our kids. 

 

00:10:03 

 

 How many of you agree with me?  We need grandpa, we need 

grandma.  We need grandma and grandpa.  Grandma and 

grandpa play such a vital role.  I look at my mother and the role 

that she has played with her grandchildren.  It was my mother, 

my mother.  She would put up money and make all her 

grandchildren learn scripture.  It was my mother that would put 

so many things in place for her grandchildren to give them a 

spiritual foundation and the hunger and the thirst for God’s 

word.  My mother, their grandmother and so grandparents are a 

vital link, a vital link, so we need our grandparents to teach. 

 

 So notice, that your days will be long and your children's days 

will be long upon theirs, so we have to teach them.  

Deuteronomy 11 says, teach them.  We teach them.  Now we 

teach them, notice what it says, “You teach them all day and 

night.”  So in other words, he's really saying, you have to be 

creative in finding creative ways of weaving God's word and his 

principles throughout the course of normal daily activities and 

you have to be creative in how you do it.  Always look for 

situations where you can introduce a principal or a godly seed 

there, just to teach a precept.  And so, you use little everyday 

instances, everyday occurrences.  You use it.  So notice it says, 

you know when you wake up, when you lie down, as you’re 

walking, as you’re sitting in the house, as you’re walking along 

the way.  And so, you use every waking moment.  You use 

everyday situations. 

 

 I purposefully use driving my kids to school, but I use that as 

teaching time.  Teaching time.  So every day when I would drive 

them to school, I would always have a lesson for them.  I was 

always thinking them some precepts, some new word or some 

principles from God's word, some Godly principle, some life 

instruction.  I was always using that time, using that time.  
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That's where I thought my kids, I taught them a lot how to pray 

because as I drove them to school, I made each one of them take 

turns praying.  And so they begin to learn how to pray because 

they knew dad was going to call on you and they didn’t know 

when I would call on them but I would have each one to pray in 

the next day, another one pray.  And so I begin developing their 

prayer life just in our drive to school.  I begin teaching them 

scripture, just driving to school. 

 

 And so that's what Deuteronomy says.  You got to teach your 

children; you got to talk to them about my word and my ways 

and my principles weaved it into everyday life.  Use everyday 

situations as a chance to teach, teach God's word.  And so we use 

a variety of means to teach them from God's word, godly 

principles.  You share the wisdom of God's word.  You share a 

life lessons that would help them concerning their health, their 

relationships, the handling of money, sex, all of these things you 

can use various opportunities to teach and to sit down and to 

share with your children.  You also want to even further that 

and get reinforcement by putting your children in godly 

environments. 

 

 And so putting them in good Sunday school programs or good 

youth programs or youth conferences, anywhere godly principles 

can be reinforced in their life.  And now they don't just happen 

to hear it coming out of your mouth, but it is now reinforced by 

other people in the community.  And so you want to make sure 

you keep them in a godly environment.  I always would give my 

children, I still do to this day.  I give them books to read and 

then I'll come back in a few days later and say, tell me what 

you’re learning in that book.  Tell me the principles you’re 

picking up and I’ll have them to almost give me a book report, 

but I’m constantly sowing into their lives.  I’m constantly sowing 

into their lives because that's what the Bible says.  You teach 

them.  Teach them while you’re walking, while you’re riding, 

when you get up.  You’re constantly teaching, constantly pouring 

into their lives. 

 

 You’ve heard pastor Nathaniel talk about that he has a weekly 

family study where they sit down weekly, weekly, and they 

discuss various things and it takes a great deal of time to pour 

into your children teaching, teaching.  Everybody say, 

“Teaching.” 
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 Number three is, be an example.  Be an example.  Model the 

traits that you want to see in your children.  Model the traits 

yourself that you want to see in your children.  Model the traits 

yourself that you want to see in your children because your 

children will do what you do, not what you say.  Your children 

will do what you do, not what you say.  So we have to model the 

traits ourselves that we want to see in our children.  Now the 

interesting account of this little cat, her legs have been broken, I 

believe by a car and so everywhere the cat went, the cat 

basically was dragging the two back legs, pulling itself by the 

front legs and everywhere it went, it just had to drag its back 

legs. 

 

00:15:10 

 

 And so, this female cat ended up having some kittens. And so 

when the kittens were born, and when they started to walk, 

guess what?  They walked everywhere dragging their back legs.  

Now, their legs weren’t broken, but that's all they saw.  All they 

saw was mama dragging her legs everywhere she went.  And so 

when the kittens were born, that’s how they started walking.  

Everywhere they went, they were dragging their back legs, not 

because they had to, but it’s what they saw.  They modelled 

what they saw.  So it’s a powerful lesson, your children will do 

what you do, not what you say.  You have to create the model.  

You have to create the model for your children to follow.  They 

will do what you do, so model the traits that you want to see in 

your children.   

 

 I remember one time I was in prayer and I was kneeled down on 

the side of the bed in prayer and I felt something beside me.  

And when I open my eyes, there was my little baby girl and she 

probably about four years old, three or four, maybe three, and 

she was there on her knees and her hands just like daddy.  

Copying daddy, they will do what you do.  So you have to model, 

you have to model the traits that you want to see in your 

children.  Let them see how you handle yourself in different 

difficult situations.  Now, you know when something angers you, 

do you just allow yourself to lose it?  Do you just blow your top?  

Because remember, you have to ask yourself this question, is 

this how I want my children to respond when they have been 

angered or encounter a difficult situation? 
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 So always ask yourself that question.  Anything that you’re 

about to do yourself, is this is the way I would like to see my 

children act?  Is this what I would like to see them do?  And so 

we model it for our children.  I would always take my children 

whenever I was buying something for my wife.  I’d always take 

my children because I wanted them to see that.  I wanted my 

son to know, man this is how you treat your wife.  This is how 

you treat your wife.  I wanted my children to see how to deal in 

relationships.  How to deal in marriage situation.  I wanted 

them to see daddy being good to mama.  I wanted them to see 

that.  I wanted them to see that, so I would let my children see 

me when I'm dealing with someone in need and when I need to 

run across somebody homeless.  I wanted them to see me being 

generous.  I wanted them to see my generosity.  I wanted them 

to copy these traits and so purposefully I would let them see me 

doing good things.  See me doing great things that I would like 

to see in their life, so you have to first model it.  Everybody says 

model it, model it. 

 

 You have to first model it in your life and so we teach our 

children by example, by example.  Here’s number four, we’re 

talking about seven tips for godly parenting.  Here is number 

four, you have to invest time, invest time.  Everybody say invest 

time, invest time, invest time.  Children need attention.  They 

need time, they need priority, they need attention, a lot of 

attention.  If you do not give your children a lot of attention, 

they will seek it elsewhere or they will get into mischievous 

behavior in order to draw attention that way, but they will find 

a way to get some attention.  And so, we as parents, you want to 

rear your kids in a godly way.  You have to make sure you invest 

time.  There's no substitute for time being present in their lives, 

being involved in their lives, being involved in their school work, 

being involved in their programs, their activities. 

 

 I got to be somewhere tomorrow at 11 o'clock because my little 

girl is in a program and I’m going to be there.  And so, it’s these 

little things you got to invest the time.  You have to invest the 

time.  You have to invest the time.  There was a man, he had 

bought season-tickets of his home city baseball team.  He not 

only bought the season tickets for the home game; he got all the 

season tickets even when they travel to other cities, for he and 

his son.  And his friends said to him, he said, “Man I didn't know 

you love baseball that much.”  He said, “I don't.”  He said, “I love 

my son this much.”  See he knew that he was trying to make up 
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lost time that he had lost with his son so he was being creative, 

but you have to invest time.  You have to invest time.  

Everybody says, invest time.  Invest time.  

 

 Here’s number five, number five, we’re talking about seven tips 

to godly parenting.  Number five is esteem, esteem them, you 

have to esteem them.  Esteem them, affirm them, esteem them.  

You have to express love.  Express love to them often through a 

variety of ways, whether it's through hugs and kisses, but you 

want to show appreciation.  You want to value them.  You want 

to celebrate them, celebrate their accomplishments, celebrate 

who they are. 

 

00:20:02 

 

 Believe in them.  Kids need to know that they are valued.  They 

need to know that they are appreciated.  They need to know that 

they have worth.  They need to know that they have worth.  We 

leave our children a legacy, we leave our children a legacy of 

wisdom.  We leave our children a legacy of worth.  We leave our 

children a legacy of wealth, and we leave our children a legacy of 

worship.  Those are four W’s.  You want to make sure you leave 

a legacy to your children of those four things.  Wisdom, you want 

to leave them a legacy of wisdom, a legacy of wealth, a legacy of 

worth, and a legacy of worship.   And so, we give our kids their 

worth, they get their worth from their parents.  We give them 

their worth, their identity, and so you want to esteem them, 

affirm them, affirm them. 

 

 There was a particular campaign, it’s called the blue-ribbon 

campaign.  It was started at a high school.  A teacher started it 

for her students and she called all her students up one at a time.  

She would have each one to come to the front of the class and 

she would put a blue ribbon on them and the blue ribbon says 

that, “I value who you are, because who you are makes a 

difference.”  And she praised each student and put a ribbon.  

You know the students felt so good at the end of that, she said, I 

want to do an experiment and she gave each student three 

ribbons.  And she said, I want you all to go out and I want you to 

do the same thing I have done.  Go out and honor somebody and 

pay it forward. 

 

 And so one student, he went to a local business because a local 

business had helped him with his career plans and he went to a 
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junior executive there.  And he went in and he put the ribbon on 

him and said, “I want to thank you and I honor you because who 

you are makes a difference and you made a difference in my life 

and I just want to honor you.”  And the junior executive was so 

excited and so thankful and the young man says, “We’re doing 

an experiment and I want to give you these two ribbons to give 

to somebody.  I want you to pay it forward and you honor 

somebody.”  Well the junior executive went to his boss and he 

walked in the office, he said sir -- now, he had a mean boss.  He 

had a rough boss, and he went in and he said, “Sir, I just want to 

honor you for being a creative genius.”  You know he’s just 

trying to think of something.  He said, “I want to honor you for 

being a creative genius, I just want to honor and if you’ll allow 

me, I’d like to place this ribbon on you to let you know that who 

you are makes a difference and you mean a lot and you make a 

difference.”  His boss felt so good and he put the ribbon over his 

heart.  And he said, “I wanted to ask you to do a favor.”  He said, 

“I have one ribbon left, I want you to go and I want you to honor 

somebody if you don't mind, pay it forward.” 
 

 And the boss thought about it and he left that day and as he was 

driving, he said, you know, I’m going to honor my son.  He had a 

14-year-old son.  He went home, he went home and went to his 

sons’ room.  He says, son, he said I know most days, life is hectic 

with work and I’m busy and normally I’m fussing at you about 

something cleaning up room, or you’re not making decent grades 

or whatever.  I’m always get going, I’m always badgering you.  

But he said, “I want to take a moment to honor you to let you 

know that you’re special.  I want to let you know you mean a lot 

to me and who you are makes a difference and I love you son.  I 

don’t tell you that often enough but I never thought to 

appreciate you, but at this moment, I want to take this time to 

let you know that who you are makes a difference and I love you 

son and you’re the most important person in my life.” 
 

 And when he put that ribbon on his son, his son broke down and 

began to cry and he cried and he cried and he cried and he cried.  

And he got up and he went to his dresser drawer, and he pulled 

out a gun.  And he said, “Dad, I was going to commit suicide 

tomorrow because I didn’t think you love me.  I didn’t think you 

love me and I was going to end my life tomorrow.”  You have to 

honor your kids.  Appreciate your kids, value your kids.  You 

have to give them their worth.  You have to give them their 

worth and their value comes from you.  It comes from you as 
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mommy and daddy.  It comes from you.  That’s one of the most 

powerful tips.  Man am I out of time.  Man, where do the time 

go.  Where do the time go? 

 

 John Maxwell, he though the three A principle that we should 

give people three A treatment, that means attention, 

affirmation, and appreciation.  We have to give our children 

that.  Attention, affirmation, and appreciation.  Stand on your 

feet, I’m out of time.  Oh man, oh my goodness, oh my goodness.  

Praise God.   Well let me give you the last two.  I know I ran out 

of time, but you know.  Here are the last two.  Number six is 

using godly discipline, using godly discipline, lovingly correct 

your children, lovingly correct your children, using godly 

discipline in God's authority that you have as a parent. 

 

00:25:02 

 

 And number seven, is nurture the natural gifting.  Nurture the 

natural gifting.  Help your child discover his natural gifting and 

nurture and cultivate it and develop your child in the way that 

he should go.  Those are the seven tips that I have for godly 

parenting.  Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

 Bow your head for just a moment.  Father we just love you and 

praise you.  Thank you so much Lord.  Thank you, father for 

helping us to be godly parents and to rear godly children.  

Father we thank you for the inheritance.  We thank you Lord for 

the legacy that we have the opportunity to pass our faith to the 

next generation.  Lord thank you for empowering us, and 

enlightening us, and anointing us to do it in Jesus name we 

pray.  Let every heart say.  Amen.  Amen 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 3 of 

the series titled, “God’s Promises for your Children” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is No. 7719.  That’s 7719.  To listen to 

over a thousand free messages or to send this Message No. 7719 

to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 

iwanttogive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need 

the word. 
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(Music Playing) 

 

00:26:37 
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