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C. Elijah Bronner: God’s secrets are insights for our lives. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled, “Becoming A Friend of God”, by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7729.  That’s 7-7-2-9.  Listen 

to over a thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:21 - 00:00:49) 

 

 And now for 7729, “Becoming A Friend of God.” 
 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because “Brother, 

you need the Word.” 
 

 We welcome all of you joining us live online at 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  All of you joining us on television and 

those of you joining us on Facebook Live, delighted to have you 

to tune in and join us on this wonderful, wonderful day. 

 

Well, I would like to share just a little humor.  One Sunday, a 

pastor told his congregation that the church needed some extra 

money and he asked the people to preferably consider giving a 

little extra in the offering plate.  He added that whoever gave 

the most would be able to pick out three hymns.  And after the 

offering plates were passed and collected, the pastor saw that 

someone had placed a thousand-dollar check in the offering.  So, 

he was excited and he immediately shared his joy with the 

congregation.  “Someone has blessed us with a thousand-dollar 

donation”, he announced.  “Please let me know who you are.  I 

want to personally thank you.”  A woman in the back of the 

church -- she was an elderly woman, a widow, she raised her 

hand.  “Please come down front”, the pastor said.  And the 

woman made her way up front.  “Thank you for your 

wonderfully generous gift to the church.”  The pastor said.  

“Please, I would like for you to pick out three hymns.”  And the 

woman’s eyes brightened as she looked over the congregation as 

she pointed out to the three most handsome men in the church 

and said, “I’ll take him, him and him.” 
 

 Well, we’ve been talking about the blessing of Abraham and I 

want to spin off and do a different title but we will entitle this 

one -- well, we’ll look at some text first and then I’ll give you the 

title.  But James Chapter 2.  James Chapter 2 in the back of 

your New Testament.  The Book of James Chapter 2.  The Book 
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of James. Chapter 2, and look at verse 23.  James 2:23.  “And 

the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, 

and it was imputed unto him for righteousness, and he was 

called the Friend of God.”  He was called the friend of God.  He 

was called the friend of God.  I just want to use of the subject, 

“Becoming a Friend of God.”  Becoming a Friend of God. 

 

Also flip over, if you will, to the Book of Isaiah.  The Book of 

Isaiah Chapter 41.  You’re going to see it repeated again.  Isaiah 

41:8.  Isaiah 41:8.  Notice what it says there, Isaiah 41:8.  It 

says, “But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have 

chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend.”  Isn’t it wonderful when 

God calls you friend?  “Abraham, my friend.”  And there’s 

another text, we won’t take the time to turn there but in 2 

Chronicles 20:7, He also makes reference to Abraham being the 

friend of God.  So, we’re talking about becoming a friend of God.  

Becoming a friend of God and we see this repeated several times 

where God acknowledges that Abraham is His friend.  And 

whenever God repeats something, He’s doing it to place 

emphasis on it, to let us know of its value and its importance.  

And so, He repeats it three times and say, “Hey, being My friend 

is a big deal.”  He said, ‘Take notice of this.”  And so, Abraham 

was called the friend of God.  What a wonderful, wonderful 

privilege.  What a wonderful privilege to be called God’s friend. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 When we looked at Abraham, we noticed some marvelous 

qualities about his life and we were talking about receiving and 

walking in the blessing of Abraham, and before the blessing of 

God rests on your life, you have to be walking in the character of 

Abraham.  And so, we started looking at the character of 

Abraham because the blessing sits on top of the character.  And 

so, we saw that Abraham had immediate obedience.  We saw 

that he honored God through worship, tithing, putting God first, 

acknowledging Him.  We saw that he was generous.  He was an 

unselfish giver.  He put others before himself.  He prayed for 

others.  He was hospitable.  We learned something that you 

never know when hospitality brings an unexpected blessing.  

You never know when your hospitality will bring an unexpected 

blessing. 

 

We also talked about his remarkable faith and then today, we’re 

talking about the fact that he was a friend of God.  He was 
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friend of God.  Becoming a friend of God.  We all know God as 

Savior.  We know Him as Lord.  We know Him as Master.  We 

know Him as Redeemer.  We know Him as our Healer and 

Provider and Deliverer.  We know Him as our Shepherd but He 

also wants us to know Him as our Friend.  As our friend.  So, 

God -- He just desires -- He loves us so much He wants us to be 

also known as friends of God.  Proverbs 18:24 says that, “There 

is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”  Praise God.  

Praise God.  And so, this is God’s whole original intent and idea 

for men.  If you go back to the very beginning, Adam and Eve, 

they walked in friendship with God.  There were no rituals.  

There were no ceremonies.  There was no religion.  It was just 

God in intimate fellowship with man whom He had created.  

And the bible talked about how God walked every day in the cool 

of the evening with His friend, Adam.  His friend Adam.  And so, 

that was God’s original and it’s best for us to be in living, loving 

relationship with Him as a friend. 

 

And then something happened, sin entered the world, and sin 

destroyed that friendship.  And so, then throughout the Old 

Testament, people didn’t really have access to God as a friend 

any longer.  Only a handful of people really became friends with 

God in the Old Testament.  Even your priest couldn’t just 

approach God, they had to go through so much ceremony or 

cleansing and so many rituals and rites, and sometimes they 

had to wait hours or days or weeks and sometimes even a year 

before they could approach the presence of God.  But aren’t you 

happy we can approach Him at any moment, at any time?  We 

could come right in.  Well, that was Jesus has done for us.  Jesus 

has restored us to friendship with God.  And so, Jesus came so 

that we could be restored to friendship with God.  That’s good 

news.  That’s good news.  That’s good news. 

 

 The bible says in Romans 5:11, in the New Living Translation, it 

says, “Now, we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship 

with God all because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done for 

us in making us friends of God.”  And so, Jesus came that we 

might be restored to friendship with God.  2 Corinthians 5:8, in 

one translation says, this way, it says, “All these is done by God, 

who through Christ, changed us from enemies into his friends.”  
Changed us from enemies into his friends.  Now, I want you to 

see Jesus talk about it.  Flip over in your bibles with me to the 

Gospel of John.  I want you to see Jesus talk about our 

relationship with Him.  The Gospel of John, the gospel according 
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to John.  John 15 in verse 13.  John 15 in verse 13.  John 15:13.  

We’ll read through verses 14 to 15 as well.  But John 15:13 says, 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 

life for his friends.”  Verse 14, “Ye are my friends, if ye do 

whatsoever I command you.”  And verse 15, “Henceforth I call 

you not servants for the servant knoweth not what his Lord 

doeth but I have called you friends for all things that I have 

heard of my Father I have made known unto you.” 
 

00:10:20 

 

Now, here’s something we learned here in this passage.  The 

word “friend” here in this passage is actually not referring to a 

casual acquaintance.  It is not just a mere acquaintance.  This is 

a close intimate relationship.  It is a trusted relationship.  A 

trusted friendship.  In fact, it’s the same word that we use today 

during weddings when we have a best man.  Well, that word 

“best man” is the same that was used here for friend.  So, Jesus 

is saying that, “You’re my best man”.  You are my best man.  

Doesn’t get any closer.  I mean, when you have your best man 

with you in your wedding, that’s your homeboy, that’s your ace-

boon-coon(ph).  that’s your running buddy, that’s the guy that 

you’ve been through everything with and there’s no secret 

between you two.  I mean you’re like this and you’re close.  And 

so, this is actually the terminology that Jesus uses concerning us 

when he calls us his friends.  When he call us his friends. 

 

Likewise, in the royal court, in the royal court, the king would 

have servants but the servants had to keep a certain distance 

from the king but he had an inner circle of friends and they were 

trusted friends and they had close access to him.  They had 

access to him at any time.  They had close relationship.  They 

had direct contact, direct access to him.  And so, that inner circle 

of friends, and that’s the same terminology that Jesus uses 

when he relates to us that we are now his friends.  He has made 

us his friends.  He had made us his friends. 

 

 Now, here’s a couple of things I noticed about friendship.  We 

have a good friend.  Friends enjoy each other’s company.  

Friends enjoy each other’s company.  In fact, flip over, let me 

show you this one.  Genesis Chapter 18.  Genesis Chapter 18.  

Let me just show you this one.  Just want to show you how God 

enjoyed hanging out with Abraham.  Genesis Chapter 18.  

Genesis Chapter 18, in verse 33.  Notice what it says there.  
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Genesis 18:33.  “And the Lord went his way...”  Genesis 18:33.  

“And the Lord went his way as soon as he had left communing 

with Abraham and Abraham returned unto his place.”  And so, 

you see, God came down in physical form just to hang out with 

his friend Abraham.  That’s a friend, that’s a friend.  God made 

an extra effort to come down and this is preincarnate Christ.  

This is before Christ.  And so, this is back in the beginning of 

time, God came down in physical form as a man just to hang out 

with Abraham.  That was his friend.  He wanted to hang out 

with his friend.  He communed with Abraham.  He enjoyed 

hanging out with Abraham.  In fact, the two angels that he had 

with them, he set them on ahead.  He stayed back and hung out 

with Abraham and they just sat down and enjoyed their 

fellowship.  They enjoyed their friendship.  So, that’s something 

I noticed that friends enjoy one another’s company.  We are 

simply delighting in God and God is delighting in us.  We delight 

in God, God delights in us.  That’s something I noticed. 

 

Here’s something else I noticed about friends,.  Friends share 

secrets.  Friends share secrets with each other.  And so, God 

shares His secrets with us because we are His friends.  He 

shares His secrets with us because we are His friends.  The bible 

actually talks about that in Psalms 25:14., how God shares His 

secrets with His friends.  He shares His secrets with His friends.  

Now, this is powerful because God’s secrets are insights for our 

lives.  And so, God had shared a secret with you on how to 

improve your marriage.  He’ll give you the missing piece that 

you may be missing.  God will teach you.  He’ll teach you how to 

deal with your lovely spouse.  God will give you the secret.  He’ll 
give you the secret.  He’ll give you marriage secrets.  God will 

give you secrets concerning your health.  He’ll drop one little 

secret. 

 

I remember years ago, my mother woke up and she said, “I know 

I have to walk.  I have to begin walking.”  It’s like she had a 

knowing but God just gave her that little secret.  You got to start 

walking.  You have to exercise if you want to enjoy good health.  

And so, God will give little secrets that give us insights into 

every area of our lives.  God will give you secrets concerning 

parenting. 

 

00:15:05 
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 God will just drop secrets concerning your finances.  God will 

drop little secrets.  He’ll drop secrets.  He loves to share secrets.  

I remember Joyce Meyer said -- she said that she had started 

bowling, and she said, when she finished bowling, she didn’t do 

that well and she said the Lord said to her, He said, “If you’d 

asked me for help, I would have taught you to how to bowl.  So, 

God enjoys sharing secrets with us because we are His friends.  

And you share secrets with friends.  You don’t share secrets with 

everybody but with a close confidant, you can share your heart.  

Turn to your neighbor and say, “You share secrets with friends.”  
You share secrets with friends. 

 

Now, don’t share all your business with just anybody.  Make 

sure it’s a trusted friend.  Some people just share everything 

with everybody.  No, no, that’s where you mess up.  Don’t share 

all your business.  Don’t share all your business.  There’s just a 

few critical people that are close friends that you can trust and 

have relationship with to share certain information.  And so, 

God lets us know He shares His secrets with friends.  There had 

been several instances where God has shared with me exactly 

how to get my healing when I’ve had different infirmities to 

attack my body.  God just gave me little secrets.  Just little 

secrets and I’ve been healed every time.  Praise God.  Give God a 

hand right there.  I’ve been healed every time, been healed every 

time.  He’ll give you secrets.  God will give you secrets. 

 

God will give you secrets concerning His Word.  There’s so much 

lot in God’s Word that we don’t readily see.  We don’t readily see. 

See, gold -- gold is not just laying on the top of the ground.  You 

have to dig for gold.  And so, God knows how to make us 

understand and get ahold and seize the gold, the treasure, that’s 

in His Word and that takes special revelation.  That takes 

special insight and enlightenment.  And so, God gives us secrets 

into His words.  There’s a prayer that I pray every day about 

God giving me insight and wisdom and revelation concerning 

Him and His Word. 

 

And I start noticing my revelation was increasing.  My insight 

was increasing but that’s a secret that God gives.  So, God 

actually gives us secrets concerning His promises, concerning 

His covenant, concerning His Word.  He has to open your eyes.  

It’s there all along but a lot of times, we can’t discern it.  We 

don’t know it’s there.  And so, God will quicken your spirit.  He’ll 
drop a word and He’ll illuminate it and you know exactly what 
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to do.  You will know exactly what it means and then when you 

apply it to your life, you get victory.  You get victory and you 

come out on top because God illuminated a part of His Word in 

your life.  So, that’s a vital element that God shares secrets with 

His friends. God shares secrets with His friends.  There’s one 

translation in Psalms 25:14 that says, “Friendship with God is 

reserved for those who reverence Him.  With them alone, He 

shares the secrets of His promises”.  And so, God shares secrets 

with His friends. 

 

 Here’s something else.  We’re talking about becoming a friend of 

God.  Here’s something else I realized that becoming a friend of 

God and developing any type of relationship, it takes effort and 

it takes time and it takes intentionality.  And so, in becoming a 

friend of God, there are certain things you have to do with 

intentionality.  You have to do on purpose.  And it takes some 

time.  And it takes effort to do it in building any relationship.  

Here’s the key that helps us in becoming a friend of God and 

that is our continual conversation with God.  Continual.  

Everybody say, “continual conversation”.  Continual 

conversation.  Not just going to church once a week.  Not really 

going to develop strong friendship with God going to church once 

a week.  That’s an acquaintance.  It’s not really a friend.  It’s not 

really a friend. 

 

To develop a strong friendship, it requires continual 

conversation.  Even if you take 30 minutes to an hour and spend 

that time with God every day, that’s good and we should that.  I 

believe it’s the best thing you can do to start your day.  However, 

I don’t feel like it ends there.  If you really want to develop 

strong friendship.  Strong friendship is continual conversation.  

It’s when you’re talking throughout the day.  God is with you 

everywhere you go.  And so, it’s when you’re going shopping to 

the grocery store and yet you’re talking to God.  “God, I just 

thank you so much for a beautiful day.  Lord, I just recognized 

your presence is here with me and by the way, give me a favor -- 

 

00:20:02 

 

 Let me find a good sale while I’m in here.  Let me find items 

that I need.  God, I’ll just let that express and I’ll open up --”  
You know there’s a continual awareness of God’s presence that 

we get through continual conversation.  While you’re driving.  I 

like to call it first.  Everybody say “first”.  Your first moments, 
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you have to give to God.  First moment when you wake up in the 

morning.  First moment when you enter the shower, give that to 

God.  First moment when you get in your car, to drive, give that 

moment to God.  First moment when you get to work, give that 

moment to God.  First moments.  First moments.  But it begins 

to build continual conversation and they don’t have to be long 

prayers, just little short praises, just utterances.  “Well, God I 

thank you that you’re with me.  Thank you.  I received your 

grace right now.  Father, make me a blessing today.  Anybody 

you want me to bless, put them across my path and I’ll do them 

good.  Lord, if there’s a good word or encouragement, you need 

me to help somebody God.” 
 

It’s continual conversation with God and you live in the state of 

the awareness and the presence of God powerfully with you all 

the time.  Somebody asked Smith Wigglesworth.  He was the 

greatest Apostle of Faith since the biblical apostles that lived in 

modern times.  They asked him, they said, “Do you pray long?”  
Smith Wigglesworth said, “No, I never pray longer than five 

minutes.”  But he said, “I’d never go longer than five minutes 

without praying.”  That continual conversation.  It’s continual 

conversation.  It’s continual conversation.  While you’re doing 

the dishes.  While you’re doing the dishes.  While you’re doing 

the laundry.  While you’re getting the keys ready.  It’s just 

continual.  That’s what the bible talks about when it says, “Pray 

without ceasing.”  That’s exactly what it’s saying.  It’s saying 

God’s with you all the time.  Simply acknowledge him.  Say 

something to Him.  Praise Him.  Just rejoice in Him.  He’s with 

you all the time.  Just praying without ceasing where you have a 

continual conversation.  Everybody say, “continual 

conversation.”  Continual conversation.  Continual conversation. 

 

And those are some key points.  I have a couple more vital keys 

to developing this friendship with God.  Of course, meditating on 

His Word.  How can you be his friend if you don’t what He said?  

How can you be God’s friend if you don’t know what He said?  

So, spending time in the Word, meditating on the Word and then 

doing the Word.  Jesus made it very clear.  And one of the 

scripture I carried(ph) you to.  Jesus said, “If you keep my 

commandments then you are my friend.”  Then you are my 

friend.  You do what I tell you to do then you’re my friend.  And 

so, if we honor His Word, how can you do what he tells you if you 

don’t what He said to you.  So, we meditate on God’s Word and 

we do the Word.  That helps us to develop friendship with God. 
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And then we learn to be honest with God.  God likes a real 

person, not an artificial person who is only offering clichés and 

rhymes and going through religious performances.  But God 

likes a person who comes to Him out of the sincerity of their 

heart.  Genuine, real, honest.  And you will find Abraham was 

honest with God.  He argued with God.  He said God, “Would 

you kill these people in Sodom and Gomorrah?  You’re the God 

of all the earth.  Aren’t you required to do what’s right?”  And 

this is Abraham talking very frankly with God.  God didn’t get 

upset.  God loved the engagement because now Abraham is 

talking as a friend and so friends can be honest with each other.  

You find David was the same way.  Moses was the same way.  

They talked very earnest and frank with God and God respected 

it.  He appreciated it.  He never scolded them for being honest.  

David talks honestly with God throughout the Psalms.  He said 

“God, this is unfair.”  He is just complaining but he’s being 

honest.  So, share your feelings, share your heart, let God know 

when you’re afraid, let God know when you don’t think you’re 

going to make it.  That’s your honest heart but God loves when 

you’re honest with him.  That’s part of becoming His friend.  

And these are just some keys but we’re still studying the life of 

Abraham. 

 

 Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  You can listen to this message series in 

its entirety absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it to a 

friend.  And we thank you so much for joining us today at 

Brothers of Word because “Brother, you need the Word.” 
 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Becoming a Friend of God” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7729.  That’s 7-7-2-9.  To 

listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7729 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 

iwanttogive.com. 

 

00:25:06 

 

Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because “Brother, you 

need the Word.” 
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(Music Playing:  00:25:12 - 00:25:19) 

 

00:25:19 
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