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C. Elijah Bronner: We are never more like God than when we are kind to each other. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is part one of 

the series titled, “Maintaining Peace in Relationships” by C. 

Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7730.  That’s 7730.  

Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:22 - 00:00:59) 

 

Female: And now for 7730, “Maintaining Peace in Relationships part one.” 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because, brother, you 

need the Word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television and 

those of you joining us online at BrothersOfWord.com.  We also 

welcome those of you joining us on Facebook Live.  Delighted to 

have you tuned in and (0:01:17) on this beautiful day. 

 

 I would like to share just a little humor.  Two young boys, they 

brothers and they were spending the night at their grandmothers.  

And at bedtime, she required them to kneel beside their beds and 

to say their prayers.  And so, when the youngest of the two 

brothers, he began praying and he began praying at the top of his 

lungs and he was screaming.  He said, “Lord, I pray for a brand-

new bicycle.  He said, “Lord, I pray for a brand-new play station.”  

He said, “Lord, I pray for brand-new iPod”.  And his older brother 

said, “Why are you praying so loud?  God is not hard of hearing.”  

He said, “I know it, but grandma is”. 

 

 Well, we are looking at something in the Book of Genesis Chapter 

13.  The Book of Genesis chapter 13.  We’ve been looking at 

Abraham’s life.  We’ve been looking at Abraham’s life gleaning 

from his life and I want to look at two verses.  Genesis chapter 13 

verse 7 and 8, Genesis 13: 7 and 8.  Notice what it says there.  And 

it says, “And there was a strife” everybody say, “strife” between 

the herd man of Abraham’s cattle and the herd man of Lot’s cattle. 

 

 And they came at night and the parasite dwelled in in the land 

and Abraham said onto Lot, “Let there be no strife, I pray thee 

between me and thee and between my herdsmen and thy herd 

man for we be brethren.”  And I just want to use of the subject as 

you noticed, the word strife there.  Strife had broken out among 

the workers there in those two families and it was about to break 

out there between Abraham and Lot.  And Abraham quickly took 
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action to prevent to stop strife from breaking out and this was 

actually right in the middle of God blessing them.  Right in the 

middle of his extraordinary blessing, so bountiful. 

 

 God was blessed them with so much, they ran out of the room.  

That’s why they were having a strife.  That’s why strife was rising 

up.  Isn’t it amazing how strife can rise up right in the middle of 

God’s blessing?  Right in the middle of God blessing you.  People 

are getting mad and people are getting jealous.  Strife can rise up 

right in the midst of your greatest blessing. 

 

 But anyway, Abraham, he recognized it and he quickly took 

action to stop it in the strife.  And I just want to talk from the 

subject, “Maintaining Peace in Relationships, Maintaining Peace 

in Relationships.”  We’ve been gleaning from Abraham’s life and 

I actually had no idea that Abraham had so many good qualities 

that we could learn from and that we could incorporate into our 

lives.  I knew he was known for his faith.  I knew he was known 

for his obedience, but man, we have already listed about to six to 

seven things that I had never paid attention to before.  And I 

began to understand why God chose Abraham.  I began to 

understand why God chose this man to be the portal for his 

nation, for his people and for Christ to come through.  Abraham 

really has some powerful qualities.  Abraham was a great guy.  

He was a human guy.  Don’t get me wrong, he wasn’t perfect, he 

was a human guy.  He had his faults, he had his doubts, he had 

his times of discouragement and so forth, but his heart, he was a 

good person. 

 

0:05:01 

 

 He was genuinely a good person.  And I noticed that, we’ve talked 

about how he was a generous giver and how he just operated in 

hospitality.  How he just looked out for other people.  Abraham 

really and this was why I really took note of this, Abraham really 

walked in love in all of his relationships.  He walked in love.  He 

walked in love before love was popular.  There was no teacher on 

love back in these days.  He was walking in love before there was 

any teaching on love.  He was walking in it before it was popular.  

Nobody had heard this.  Nobody had heard about this. 

 

 But here’s a guy who knew how to treat a fellow men.  Here’s a 

guy that knew how to treat his fellow men and I really believe 

that’s part of the reason it got God’s attention.  He got God’s 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5681


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7730 

attention because of his heart.  See, God looks on the heart, God 

looks on the heart.  And so, Abraham, he walked in love in his 

relationships.  Relationships are the basis of life.  Relationships 

are the basis of life.  How you are with people shows where you 

are with God.  How you are with people shows where you are with 

God. 

 

 Our vertical relationship with God translates into our horizontal 

relationship with people.  Our relationship with God, our vertical 

relationship with God, it translates into our horizontal 

relationship with people.  Notice, you’re making a cross when you 

do that.  When we love God properly and then love our brothers, 

we’re making a cross and relationships are the basis of life.  We 

are never more like God than when we are kind to each other.  We 

are never more like God than when we are kind to each other. 

 

 If you were saw the seed of kindness in your relationships, your 

relationships will improve just that one tip sawing the seed of 

kindness.  If you saw the seed of kindness in your relationships, 

all of your relationships will begin to improve.  Here’s something 

that strife does as Abraham recognize strife.  Strife always seeks 

to drive a wedge between us and the people who we are in 

relationship with.  Strife always seeks to drive a witch.  It always 

seeks to separate.  It always seeks to divide.  It always seeks to 

turn us against one another and strife is not of God.  Strife 

literally grieves the heart of God.  Strife grieves the heart of God. 

 

 There’s actually a scripture that actually tells us not to grieve the 

Holy Spirit and by the way, we talk to one another and treat one 

another.  So, strife, it actually grieves the heart of God is not of 

God, is not of God because it so destructive.  And so, God’s Will 

for us is to have peaceful relationships.  There’s one verse and I 

think it’s in the Book of Romans.  It says, “As much as lyeth 

within you, live peaceably with all men”.  As much as possible 

that’s what it says.  As much as possible. 

 

 And basically, what it’s saying, you’re not going to be able to get 

along with everybody.  There are some people who are just passive 

point of reconciliation.  Anybody know anybody like that?  There 

are some people, and honestly, that is impossible to get along 

with.  And so, the Bible, they mix concessions for those people, so 

that’s why I said, “As much as possible.”  In other words, what 

God is saying, at least do your part.  You can’t control the other 

party. 
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 If you’re going to beat some people, it does not going to do right 

no matter what you do.  You can’t control them, but God is saying, 

“You, on your part, you exhibit Godliness, you exhibit love, you do 

it on your part” and that’s all God requires of us.  That’s all He 

requires of us.  He doesn’t require us to change anybody else 

because we can’t change anyone else.  We can only control 

ourselves.  Now, we can try to make an impact on the lives of 

others by the way we live our lives and that can cause people to 

see a better way and it can eventually cause them to change. 

 

 And I think that’s why the Bible says, if somebody slaps you, turn 

the other cheek, show them a more excellent way.  Show them a 

more excellent way because if they receive love, when they dealt 

out hate, it begins to affect them.  It begins to affect them and so, 

I believe that’s why God calls us to treat people with love even 

when they are our enemies.  Even when they have been hateful 

and hurtful toward us, man, that’s mature Christianity.  This is 

mature Christianity when you are able to love your enemies and 

bless them that curse you and pray for them that despitefully use 

you and then do good to them that hates you.  Man, that’s mature 

Christianity. 

 

0:10:02 

 

 That’s when you know you have really grown when you are able 

to treat your enemies and love your enemies and blessed those 

that hurt you and hate you and so forth, that’s the mature love of 

God that he calls us to.  And Abraham, he was walking in this 

before it was taught, before it was popular, before it was known.  

Abraham innately was walking in the love of God.  He was 

walking in the love of God. 

 

 I’m going to show the scripture.  Flip over to the Book of James.  

Let me show you the scripture in the Book James Chapter 3, the 

Book of James Chapter 3.  And you have to remember, when 

people are doing evil against you, remember now, here’s one 

principle that I learned, it takes two people to fight.  It takes two 

people to fight.  So, the person can’t fight by themselves. 

 

 I was reading (0:10:51) by Charles Spurgeon and this woman back 

in his early life in his ministry.  This woman she just let him have 

it.  She just let him have it.  She went off on him and his response 

was, “Thank you mam, it’s a beautiful day” that was his response. 
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 And so, the lady -- see, evidently thought he didn’t hear, so she 

went at him again even louder.  His response the second time was, 

“Well, it may rain and it might not rain”.  And the lady walked 

out and she said, “He must be hard to hearing.”  Nobody can fight 

by themselves.  Nobody can fight by themselves.  But he had just 

made up his mind not to enter into that.  He was not going to 

enter into that. 

 

 But God calls us to treat people with love.  He calls us not to get 

involved with strife is not of God, strife is not of God and it really 

grieves the heart of God when we are not getting along with one 

another.  It literally saddens Him.  It saddens Him when we are 

at odds with each other, not getting along, all of this pity, 

bickering and fighting.  Especially when it gets down to family. 

 

 I’ve been to some family reunion.  So, I know how folks are.  I’ve 

seen some stuff at some family reunions but, man, when you get 

down to family.  Oh, wow, it really grieves the heart of God.  So, 

strife is not of God.  It’s not of God.  It grieves His heart.  It is not 

of God.  That division is not of God.  James, this is where I was 

trying to take you in James.  Let me read it you in the Amplified 

Bible.  But James chapter three, James chapter three, we read in 

the King James and let me flip and read it you in the Amplified 

as well. 

 

 But James Chapter 3 Verse 16, actually we can start a little 

earlier.  Verse 14 notice this, James Chapter 3 just toward the 

back of your Bible.  It says, “But if ye have bitter ending and a 

strife in your heart, Glory not and lie not against the truth.  This 

wisdom descended not from above.”  Notice, that’s not from God.  

That’s not from God.  He’s letting us know, this is not from God.  

But is earthly sensual devilish.  But you know, and He said, “This 

is coming out of our flesh.  This is coming out of our flesh.” 

 

 And even more so, it’s even demonic in origin.  And so, anything 

that seeks to divide and cause strife is not of God.  Verse 16, “For 

where ending and strife is, there is confusion and every evil 

work”.  So, strife sets up the platform for all type of evil work to 

take place then.  So, it is not of God, it is actually of the flesh and 

it’s actually demonic in origin and I wanted you to see that this is 

not of God.  It’s not of God. 
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 Now, it goes on to talk about what is from God.  And it says now, 

“The wisdom that is from God, the wisdom that is from God, it 

always leads to peace.  What does come from God, God will always 

lead you in your heart to peace.”  God will always prompt you to 

make peace.  God will always prompt you to do what works for 

peace.  God always prompts you for peaceable solutions, that’s 

what’s from God.  That’s what’s from God.  God always works, 

God always works in an atmosphere of peace.  God doesn’t work 

in strife, he works in peace. 

 

 Now, if He does work in strife, he’s working to get you out of strife 

and he gets you into peace.  So, God’s work is always a work of 

peace.  Wisdom from God is always peaceable.  It is always gentle, 

it is always easy to be and treated.  Easy to get along with and it’s 

the wisdom that comes from God.  And we saw Abraham was 

operating in that wisdom before it’s time, Abraham was operating 

in it before it’s time. 

 

0:15:02 

 

 I can recall dealing with strife.  I remember when I was just a 

little boy.  I was probably three or four years old and my dad was 

letting my mother have it.  Now, my dad was a very intense 

individual.  He had a lot of business pressures on him.  He was 

running a major corporation, a lot of business pressure.   There’s 

no foolishness in it because my dad was a like a live wire.  He was 

like a live wire.  He was like grabbing hold of an electric wire. 

 

 So, my dad was an intense man, very serious man.  And so, often, 

he would blow some steam off and my mother would end up 

chatting the end of his thing blowing -- but anyway, I was a little 

boy  about four maybe five and I walked in and my dad was letting 

my mom have it and I walked right in the middle of both of them.  

Now, I didn’t know what I was doing, but evidently, this was a 

(0:15:52) of God on him.  And I turned to my dad, I said, “You go 

back to your room and you say those same things to yourself.”  My 

dad dropped his head and he went back to his room.  My mother 

picked me up and she squeezed me and I don’t think she’s heard 

me like that since. 

 

 But even as a child, the wisdom of God was leading me to peace.  

I knew it that should have been peace, that should have been 

peace not strife, not strife.  So even children know that.  I even 

heard a story of this family, this couple and they had a baby and 
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the baby was sick and they went to see a healing event and it’s 

about the baby and the Word of the Lord came to the healing 

Evangelist and he told them, he said, “Stop your fussing and 

fighting and your baby will be healed”.  Where was the 

atmosphere that they were creating in the home of strife and the 

baby was picking up the vibrations of that?  The baby was in the 

environment of that strife and it was producing illness in him. 

 

 You’d be surprised and remember what James said, every evil 

work and that’s where it starts.  It starts in strife.  And so, the 

devil just needs a foothold.  He needs something that he can work 

out off that he can calls all type of confusion whether it would be 

illness in the body.  And no matter what it is, but he works out of 

strife.  That’s perfect.  He is so happy when he finds some 

contentment.  He moves in on that and he goes to work.  That’s 

his common ground.  He loves that.  But God works out of peace, 

God works out of peace.  So, God will always lead you to where it 

is peaceable, what is gentle.  God will always lead you to 

agreeable solutions solution to bring peace. 

 

 God works in peace.  So, God will always, God will always work 

in the atmosphere of peace.  I did want to read to them my 

Amplified Bible because there is something very powerful that we 

learn here about strife.  In the Amplified Bible, it says, “But if you 

have bitter, jealousy, envy and contention or rivalry, selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not pride yourselves on it and thus be 

in defiance of and falls to the truth”. 

 

 This is superficial wisdom is not such as comes down from above, 

but is earthly, unspiritual, animal even devilish is demonical.  For 

wherever there is jealousy, envy and contention rivalry and 

selfish ambition, there will also be confusion on rest, disharmony, 

rebellion and all sorts of evil and vile practices, but the wisdom 

from above is first of all pure undefiled.  Then it is peace loving, 

courteous, considerate, gentle.  It is willing to yield to reason, full 

of compassion and good fruits.  It is whole hearted and straight 

forward impartial and (0:19:00), free from doubts, wavering and 

insincerity. 

 

 And the harvest of righteousness of conformity to God’s will in 

thought and deed is the fruit of the seed sawn in peace by those 

who work for and make peace in themselves and in others.  That 

peace which means concord agreement and harmony between 

individuals with undisturbedness and a peaceful mind, free from 
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fears and agitating passions and moral conflict.  And so, what we 

begin to see here is that the Bible teaches that strife always stems 

from pride, strife always stems from pride and selfishness.  It 

always stems from pride and selfishness.  Everyday say, “Pride 

and selfishness.” 

 

00:20:02 

 

 It always stems from pride and selfishness, but the attitude of 

wisdom is always humility.  And in humility, you’re able to 

gracious, you’re able to be kind, you’re able to be courteous, you’re 

able not to be offended and agitated easily, you’re able to overlook 

things, you’re able to forgive, you’re able to be gracious and that 

comes out of humility, but in pride, you’re always trying to defend 

your right.  You have to be right. 

 

 Let me give some of the signs of pride, some of the signs of pride.  

You always have to insist on having your way.  You’re always 

blaming others.  You’re not willing to admit fault or take 

responsibility.  You’re not willing to listen.  You’re not willing to 

receive instruction or even correction.  And so, that’s the pride for 

spirit.  And so, that’s why a strife always stems out of pride and 

selfishness.  You’ll see it in couples.  Normally, when couples get 

into it, they get into it because nobody wants to back down.  

Nobody wants to back down.  See, humility backs down.  Humility 

is saying, “I’ll let you win.”  Humility is saying, “I’ll let you be 

right.  If that’s what it takes for us to have peace, I’m willing to 

do it.” 

 

 Man, isn’t that powerful?  Now, that’s humility.  That comes out 

of a Grace of God.  That comes out of the Wisdom of God.  It always 

leads you to the path of humility, the walking humility.  God 

works out of humility.  Humility brings peace.  Pride brings strife.  

Selfishness brings strife.  You’re always defending your right, 

you’re always defending your feelings, you’re always defending 

your way calls a strife every time. 

 

 And so, the Bible teaches man how to bring humility, was bring 

peace and we can have loving relationships.  Isn’t that good?  Give 

the Lord some praise, ladies and gentlemen, that’s good, that’s 

good. 

 

 We’ll pick up part two next time.  I’m out of time, but the Bible 

teaches that strife is so horrible that it’s better to have a dry 
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mortal in peace than a banquet in strife.  It’s so terrible.  It says, 

it would be better for you to just be in the corner with a dried-up 

piece of corn bread and peace with a loving heart where you’re 

laughing and having fun.  It’s better to be even that dried up piece 

of cornbread than to be at the banquet full of banquet and you’re 

angry and you’re full of bitterness and envy and strife. 

 

 Oh man, God wants us to be happy and enjoy our relationships.  

He wants us to pursue peace.  And so, I just wanted to lay his 

foundation today.  We’d get into part two next time.  Those of you 

watching us live on television, I want you to go to 

BrothersOfWord.com you can listen to this series in its entirety 

absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it to a friend.  

Maintaining peace in relationships.  Thank you so much for 

joining us today at Brothers of the Word because, brother you 

need the Word. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrotheroftheWord.com.  This was part one of 

the series titled, “Maintaining Peace in Relationships” by C. 

Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7730.  That’s 7730.  To 

listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7730 to a friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry go to IWantToGive.com.  That’s 

IWantToGive.com. 

 

Automated Voice: Listen to BrotherOfTheWord.com often because brother, you need 

the Word. 

 

(Music Playing) 
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