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C. Elijah Bronner: How can we draw the characteristics of Christ in our own lives? 

We have payment revenge on our enemies. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is part two of 

the series titled, “Maintaining Peace in Relationships” by C. 

Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7731.  That’s 7731.  

Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:25 - 00:00:54) 

 

Female: And now for 7731, Maintaining Peace in Relationships Part Two. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television and 

those of you joining us online at brothersoftheword.com and 

Facebook Live.  Welcome to today’s service.  Certainly, delighted 

to have you to tune in and join us.  

 

 Would like to share just a little humor.  These are some actual 

bloopers from church bulletins.  So, these are real-life bloopers 

that were printed or should I say misprinted in church bulletins 

around the country.  And I actually have a whole list of them so 

we’ll do just a section of them today and I’ll share some of them 

next time.  Here’s one.  It says, “For those of you who have 

children and don’t know it, we have a nursery downstairs.” 

 

 “This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Louis to come 

forward and lay an egg on the altar.”  “The preacher will preach 

his farewell message after which the choir will sing break forth 

with joy.”  “Thursday night would be a potluck supper followed by 

prayer and medication.”  “The scouts are saving aluminum cans, 

bottles, and other items to be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to 

cripple children.”  “The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of 

the congregation would lend him their electric girdles with a 

pancake breakfast next Sunday morning.”  “The low self-esteem 

support group will meet Thursday at 7:00.  Please use the back 

door.”  And the final one we’ll do for this time, “Ushers will eat 

latecomers.”  We’ll share some more church bulletin bloopers on 

the next go-around. 

 

 Well, we’d been teaching on the series on Abraham’s life and we’ve 

been gleaming certain things from his life that we are able to 

incorporate in our lives along with this journey and we stopped 
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off at this particular characteristical trait dealing with 

maintaining peace in relationships.  Abraham have the uncanny 

ability to maintain peace in his relationships and so we’re just 

camping out here for a moment to look at some of the things that 

he used in his life to maintain peace in his relationship.  We 

studied last time in the Book of Genesis.  You don’t have to turn 

them but Chapter 13:7-8.  There was a strife that broke out 

between the herdsmen of Abraham and the herdsmen of Lot.  And 

so, a strife there started and the contention was arising and 

Abraham and Lot, they were at Oz and Abraham took immediate 

action to stop the strife and to put things back into a peaceful 

environment. 

 

 And we also see that Abraham dealt with other relationships 

strife can rear his ugly head in any relationship.  Anytime there 

are two individuals and any type of relationship, strife is always 

on the prowl.  No matter if it’s a marriage or it can be an employee 

in a ball, so two co-workers. 

 

00:04:59 

 

 It can be volunteers in a church.  It can be any relationship.  It 

can be a parent and a child.  Where there are two or more people 

involved, strife is always on the prowl to rear his ugly head.  So, 

we saw Abraham dealing with contention and strife with some of 

his family.  It was a lot being his nephew but then we also see it.  

Even in his marriage, Abraham had two women in the kitchen.   

 

 So, you know there was some strife and contention there.  But 

Abraham, he masterfully was able to navigate -- I don’t know how 

he did that, but he masterfully navigated the waters of having 

two women there in his domestic situation.  But you will notice 

that he always maintains the peace.  He always maintains peace 

and even the Holy Spirit showed up and God gave Abraham 

specific instruction on how to maintain peace even in his home 

and in his marriage and Abraham was obedient to God and he 

was able to maintain his peace. 

 

 And so, strife will try to rear itself up in any relationship but strife 

-- you know, when we get involved with fussing and fighting and 

arguing and when we add each other’s throats and we’re just not 

getting along, that’s not the will of God.  That is not the will of 

God.  God’s will is for us to maintain peaceable relationships 

where we’re able to get along and walk in love in all of our 
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relationships.  And when we are allowing strife and contention in 

our relationships, it actually is a reflection of our relationship 

with God.  Remember, how you are with people determines where 

you are with God.  And so, your relationship with people really 

says more about your relationship with God than your bible 

study, than your prayer, than any other thing -- is how you treat 

other people.  And so, that is vitally important. 

 

 I was reading an interesting account from Leonardo Da Vinci and 

he was preparing to paint the Lord’s supper.  And right before he 

started on this painting of the Lord’s supper, Da Vinci, he got into 

a really bad altercation and argument with one of his fellow 

painters.  And so, Da Vinci decided that in the painting of the 

Lord’s supper, he would make this artist -- who he had just got 

into a fight with -- he would paint his face as the face of Judas in 

the last supper. 

 

 So, he went on and he started the portrait and he painted his rival 

artist.  He painted his face as Judas.  And it looked just like his 

archenemy -- his friend -- that he was trying to make him look 

like.  It did look just like him.  So, he had his face right there on 

the face of Judas.  And then, Da Vinci says something interesting.  

He said, as he prepared to paint the face of Jesus, he couldn’t.  he 

says something stopped him.  He just couldn’t paint the face of 

Jesus.  And he said as he searched his own heart, he realized it 

was because of the bitterness that he had with his fellow artist 

who he had painted the face of Judas.  And he said he had to go 

back and he erased out his fellow artist’s face from Judas.  And 

he said when he did that, then he was clearly able to see the face 

of Jesus and painted.  And it just teaches us how can we draw the 

characteristics of Christ in our own lives.  We have painted 

revenge on our enemies. 

 

 And so, our relationships with one another, that is the chief thing.  

It’s a primary thing.  And so, we have said that how you are with 

people shows where you are with God.  Now, there’s an interesting 

verse here.  You don’t have to turn them.  I’m just going to read 

this one but in Romans 14:19, it says, “Let us follow after the 

things which make for peace.”  And it’s talking about 

relationships because there was a strife that had broken out in 

the early church.  And so, this was written and to deal with the 

contention of strife that arisen in the early church. 
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 And so, Romans 14:19 says, “Let us follow after the things which 

make for peace.”  The amplified bible says, “Eagerly pursue the 

things that make for peace.”  Eagerly pursue them.  Eagerly 

pursue them.  Let us follow after the things which make for peace.  

So, that lets us know that we should incorporate strategies in our 

relationships that make for harmonious relationships, peaceful 

relationships that we can be intentional in terms of incorporating 

strategies in all of our relationships so that we can follow after 

peace. 

 

00:10:04 

 

 Those things that are good for harmonious relationships, those 

things that are good for peaceful relationships, there are 

particular strategies that we can incorporate and that’s what 

Romans 14:19 was saying.  It says, “Follow after the things which 

makes for peace.”  In other words, there are some things that are 

good for peaceful relationships and there are some things that are 

not good for peaceful relationships.  So, it says follow after the 

things which are good for peace in your relationships. 

 

 So, there are specific principles.  There are specific strategies that 

we can incorporate and employ in our relationships that make for 

peace and harmonious relationships.  And so, we can learn some 

of them from Abraham and we can also learn some from other 

scriptures.  The Bible -- I had no idea it has so many wonderful 

treasures where it comes to our relationships.  Principles and 

strategies for incorporating and maintaining peace in our 

relationships and having harmonious living in our relationships.  

So, the Bible has so many wonderful strategies and we’ll share 

some of those. 

 

 Here’s the first thing I noticed in Abraham’s life and here’s one of 

the strategies that we can use and number one is he had a cool 

spirit.  Everybody say, “A cool spirit.”  He had a cool spirit.  

Abraham had the command of his emotions.  He had the 

command of his emotions.  Paul actually told Timothy, he told 

Timothy to be calm, cool, and steady.  Become cool and steady.  

So, Abraham had a cool spirit.  So, when this strife broke out, 

Abraham remained calm.  He was extremely calm.  He didn’t get 

angry and lose his temper.  He remained calm. 

 

 So, there are some strategies to help you to keep a cool spirit.  

Here’s some things that John Mason said about anger.  And you 
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know, just some interesting things that he pointed out about 

anger, he says, don’t fly into a rage unless you are prepared for a 

rough landing.  He said you’ll never get to the top if you keep 

blowing yours.  Anger falls one letter short of danger.  People 

constantly blowing fuses are generally left in the dark.  If you lose 

your head, how can you expect to use it?  Be like the space shuttle.  

Always count down before blasting off. 

 

 And so, those are some strategies.  If you just count down from 10 

before you angry, just count down from 10.  And then, allow 

yourself to cooldown.  Give your self a chance to think and to quiet 

down.  So, that’s a good strategy to use.  Just count down from 10 

before you give them a piece of your mind.  Count down from 10. 

 

 There’s a Filipino proverb that says, “Postpone today’s anger until 

tomorrow.  Then apply this rule the next day and the next day.”  

So, you just keep postponing your anger until tomorrow.  But 

that’s a great strategy.  It’s a great lesson.  Let me ask you this 

question.  How many great ideas or how many great thoughts or 

how many great actions or great words than you had being angry? 

 

 And so, anger is a precursor that gets us into trouble concerning 

strife.  Proverbs 15:18 says, “A wrathful man stirreth up strife.”  

An angry man stirs up strife.  “But he that is slow to anger 

appeaseth strife.”  So, somebody who’s angry, that stirs up strife.  

You come in mad, it automatically makes the other person mad 

when you come in mad.  And so, anger stirs up strife but somebody 

who’s calm, who’s cool and collected, appeases strife.  It keeps the 

strife levels down. 

 

 Here’s number two.  Something we learned from the life of 

Abraham and other biblical principles.  And that is use a soft 

answer.  Everybody say, “Soft answer.”  So, you have a cool spirit 

and use a soft answer.  Abraham use a very soft answer.  He 

immediately said, when that strife broke out, he said, “Hey, Lot, 

come here for a second.”  He said, “Hey, we don’t need having a 

strife.  We don’t need having a beef between us.”  He was calm 

and he used a soft answer.  His words are very soothing. 

 

 So, always give a soft answer.  A soft answer.  Proverbs 15:1 says 

that a soft answer turneth away wrath but grievous words stir up 

anger. 

 

00:14:59 
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 Soft answer turneth away wrath but grievous words stir up anger.  

Proverbs 25:15 says, “Soft speech breaks down the most bone-like 

resistance.”  Soft speech breaks down the most bone-like 

resistance.  I could remember growing up where my father would 

have one of those moments where he would let my mother have 

it.  My mother understood this principle of using a soft answer 

and so, she would always be quiet while my father would be in a 

moment of losing his temper.  My mother would always be quiet.  

And remember, what I said last time, is that it takes two people 

to fight. 

 

 So, my mother wouldn’t fight.  She would always just be quiet.  

And because her answer was soft -- her answer was really soft, 

she didn’t say anything.  I don’t think you can get any softer than 

that but my mother just kept her mouth closed and as a result, 

my father ended up basically fighting with himself because my 

mother been giving me any ammunition to use and so, he would 

say something to her and she would just be quiet and it frustrated 

him so he would have to try to come up with what he thinks she’s 

thinking. 

 

 So, he said, “I know what you’re thinking.”  And then he was 

arguing with what he’s thinking that she’s thinking.  So, he was 

literally fighting with himself.  And so, if that’s going to lay out 

and I have for a while, he ended up just looking like a fool.  And 

you know, he ended up just bowing instead of walking away.  It 

takes two people to fight.  So, that was the strategy my mother 

employed years ago even before she knew the verse was in the 

bible.  She instinctively knew that just keep her quiet.  Keep a 

soft tongue.  A soft answer turns away wrath.  A soft answer turns 

away wrath. 

 

 So, we talked about a cool spirit, a soft answer.  Number three is 

humility and unselfishness.  Humility and unselfishness bring 

peace.  Humility and unselfishness that brings peace.  Abraham 

took a very humble position dealing with his nephew, Lot, when 

the strife broke out.  You know what Abraham said, now, 

Abraham was the leader.  He was the leader.  He was the one that 

had the call of God in his life.  He was the one that had the 

blessing.  He was the leader.  He was the elder.  He has seniority.  

Abraham was a leader.  But you know what Abraham said, he 

said, “Tell you what, Lot.  You can have first pick.”  And Abraham 

humbled himself.  He said, “Lot, what we’ll do is no need for us to 
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fight.  You can go one direction and I can go on the other 

direction.”  And he said, “I’ll let you have first pick.  You choose 

whichever where you want to go and I’ll go in the opposite.” 

 

 Notice the humility.  Notice the unselfishness.  Now, Abraham 

could have demanded his own way.  Abraham could have said, 

“Look, I was here first.  You decided to tag along with me.  I’m the 

reason that you’re being blessed.”  He could have come up with a 

whole lot of things and really take in charge of the situation in a 

very firm manner and really exerted himself but he didn’t.  He 

took a very humble position.  He was unselfish and he actually 

preferred Lot over himself.  He put Lot in front of himself and he 

allowed Lot to choose first -- he said, “You choose whichever way 

you want to go.  Whatever land you want and I’ll go the opposite 

way.”  He let him have first pick.  He let him have first pick.  And 

that’s normally not the way we do things.  If we normally have 

opportunity for first pick, we’re going to choose the best route 

ourselves.  But that’s not what Abraham did. 

 

 So, I saw great humility and I saw unselfishness.  He preferred 

Lot over himself.  He preferred Lot’s wellbeing over himself.  Now, 

there’s a powerful scripture I wanted to read there that talks 

about them.  It’s actually in the Book of Philippians.  Philippians 

2:3-5.  Philippians 2:3-5 says, “Do nothing from factional motives 

through contentiousness, strife, selfishness or for unworthy ends.  

Or prompt it by conceit and empty arrogance.  Instead, in the true 

spirit of humility, lowliness of mind let each regard the others as 

better than and superior to himself thinking more highly of one 

another than you do of yourselves.  Let each of you esteem and 

look upon and be concerned for not merely his own interests but 

also each for the interests of others.”  And that was the attitude 

that Abraham had. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 He had an attitude void of pride, void of selfishness and he came 

in humility and unselfishness and that was able to minimize and 

alleviate the strife.  And so, humility and unselfishness bring 

peace.  Something else this verse here in Philippians 2:3-4, 

something else shares with his and that is being able to look at 

things from the other person’s perspective.  Be able to look at 

things from the other person’s perspective. 
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 So, it said, you know, look at it from the other person’s viewpoint, 

their vantage point, be concerned about the way they see things.  

What’s going -- look at the interest of other people.  So, it’s really 

saying, always look with the perspective of the other person that 

helps you to keep the strife down.  I actually brought some slides.  

I don’t know if you are able to pull those up.  Here’s some 

interesting images about perspective. 

 

 Now, notice.  From one person’s perspective, it’s a 9.  From the 

other person, it’s a 6.  And so, it shows you the importance of 

always looking at the other person’s perspective before you jump 

to conclusions.  Let’s go the next slide.  Look at this one.  See, from 

one side, this person sees 3, but from the other side, they see 4.  

So, you always have to get to the other’s perspective before you 

jump to conclusions. 

 

 Let’s look at another one.  Now, this guy says the water is deep 

and this guy said no it isn’t.  But they have different perspectives.  

One is about to drown.  So, they have different perspectives and 

so you always have to look at things from the other person’s point 

of view.  It helps you to defuse strife when you’re able to get the 

other person’s perspective. 

 

 I think we have another one.  Now, I like this one.  This is a man 

who’s stranded on a little piece of land out in the middle of the 

ocean -- a little island.  And so, when he sees a boat coming, he is 

excited.  He said, “Great!  A boat!”  He wants to get off the island.  

Now, the boat, from their perspective, they see a piece of land and 

they said, “Oh, great. Land.”  They’ve been stuck out in the sea.  

So, they’re looking for land and he started getting off the land.  

So, always look at things from the other person’s perspective.  And 

that helps us to alleviate and to eliminate strife but Philippians 

2, 3 and 4 really shares that. 

 

 So, those are some things I just wanted to share in this particular 

session.  To keep a cool spirit.  Keep a cool spirit.  Keep a soft 

answer.  Have humility and unselfishness.  See the other person’s 

perspective.  See the other person’s perspective.  And then there’s 

one final one.  I’ll give you then we’ll end here for today. 

 

 Romans 12:16-18.  Romans 12:16-18.  I told you the Bible has 

some great -- really have some great, great relationship advice 

and principles for us to live by.  Romans 12:16-18.  I’ll show you 

this last one.  Notice what it says.  I’m reading it from the 
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amplified, it says, “Live in harmony with one another; do not be 

haughty snobbish, high-minded--” that’s that pride we talked 

about.  So, you want to always live in humility, not pride.  “But 

readily--” this is the part I wanted you to get -- “But readily adjust 

yourself to [people, things and give yourselves to humble tasks. 

Never overestimate yourself or be wise in your own conceits.” 

 

 Notice what it said there.  It says -- here’s that final principle I 

wanted to share -- and that is be adaptable, be flexible.  It says, 

“Readily adjust yourselves to people.”  Readily adjust yourselves 

to people.  We are all different.  And if I wanted to get along, 

somebody’s got to have to make some adjustments.  Somebody has 

got to have to adapt.  Somebody has got to have to change a little.  

Somebody has to make some confession. 

 

 And so, the bible is saying be adaptable.  Be flexible.  Don’t be so 

rigid and so hard and so stuck in your ways because if you’re that 

way, you’re not going be able to get along with anybody.  And so, 

we have to be adaptable.  We have to be flexible.  An adaptor is a 

device that makes two different parts compatible.  Whenever we 

go out of the country, we normally have to take an adaptor with 

us because their plugs won’t work with our electronics with our 

plugs.  And so, we have to take an in-between device -- an adaptor.  

And you plug in the adaptor and what it does, it now fits two 

different devices and makes them compatible.  And so, this is 

what the Bible says.  You have to be like an adaptor.  You have to 

readily adjust yourselves to make it work. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 To make it fit.  In other words, in order to get along with people, 

you have to do whatever is necessary to make it work.  That’s 

being adjustable.  That’s being adaptable.  That’s being flexible.  

So, you can’t be rigid, unwilling to give or been, or just stuck in 

your ways.  You have to be flexible.  So, you have to go to extra 

mile.  You have to go to extra mile to keep peace.  You have to go 

the extra mile to keep peace. 

 

 Sometimes, you have to apologize even when you feel like you’re 

right.  For peace’s sake, you apologize anyway.  Even though you 

feel like you’re right -- you may even be right.  But for the sake of 

peace, this shows humility.  This shows humility.  Be well(ph) and 

apologize anyway.  Praise God.  Praise God. 
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 We have to give up the right to be right sometimes.  Listen to 

what I’m saying.  Sometimes, you have to give up the right to be 

right if you want peace.  Now, I had couple in my office one time 

and they were going at it and the husband said, “Pastor, tell her 

I’m right.”  And the wife said, “Tell him I’m right.”  And I looked 

at them both and I said, “Both of you are wrong because you 

hardly got no peace.”  I said both of you are wrong.  I said it doesn’t 

matter who’s right.  And I said, “If you don’t have any peace, 

you’re both wrong.”  I said, “Being right is not the issue.  Peace is 

the issue.” 

 

 So, sometimes, we have to give up the right of being right for 

peace sake.  For the sake of peace.  Readily adjust yourselves.  Be 

flexible and be adaptable.  Praise God.  We’ll stop right there.  

Have some more principles we’ll share from God’s word 

concerning this but God wants us to be able to live and have 

harmonious relationships in all of our relationships.  Anytime we 

have to deal with people and these are just some biblical 

strategies that we can employ.  Some things we see in Abraham’s 

life and in other scriptures to help us to be compatible with 

people.  Praise God. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrotheroftheWord.com.  This was part two of 

the series titled, “Maintaining Peace in Relationships” by C. 

Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7731.  That’s 7731.  To 

listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7731 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 

iwanttogive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because brother, you’ll 

need the word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:27:41- End) 
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