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C. Elijah Bronner: Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but it’s thinking of 

yourself less. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 3 of 

series titled, “Maintaining Peace in Relationships” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7732.  That’s 7732.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:22 - 00:00:51) 

 

Female: And now for 7732, Maintaining Peace in Relationships, Part 3. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  We welcome all of you joining us by television 

and those of you joining us online, and those of you joining us on 

Facebook Live.  Welcome to today’s service.  Always a wonderful 

delight to have you to tune in and join us. 

 

 Well, I would like to share a little humor.  I started last time 

sharing some bloopers from church bulletins and these are real 

life bloopers that were misprinted in church bulletins around 

the country.  And so, I started sharing some last time and I’ll 
continue some of those today.  Here’s one that says, “The 

Reverend Merriweather spoke briefly much to the delight of the 

congregation.”  “Next Sunday, Mrs. Vincent(ph) will be soloist 

for the morning service.”  “The pastor will then speak on the 

subject, It’s a terrible experience.”  “Due to the pastor’s illness, 

Wednesday’s healing services will be discontinued until further 

notice.”  “Don’t let worry kill you off, let the church help.”  “This 

afternoon there will be a meeting in the south and north ends of 

the church, children will be baptized at both ends.”  “Tuesday at 

4:00 p.m. there will be an ice cream social, all ladies giving milk 

will please come early.”  “A bean supper will be held on Tuesday 

evening in the church hall, music will follow.” 
 

 “Weight watchers will meet at 7:00 p.m. at the church, please 

use large double door at the side entrance.”  “Eight new choir 

roles are currently needed due to the addition of several new 

members and to the deterioration of some older ones.”  “The 

senior choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys 

sinning to join the choir.”  And the final one, “The associate 

minister unveiled the church’s new tithing campaign slogan last 

Sunday, which is I upped my pledge up yours.” 
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 Well, we’re doing Part 3 of a message we started a couple of 

weeks ago, entitled “Maintaining Peace in Relationships.”  
Maintaining Peace in Relationships.  And we started off talking 

about Abraham and how he was able to maintain peace in his 

relationship with one of his family members.  And Abraham 

thought that peace was more important than his possession.  So, 

he chose peace over possessions.  And peace is vitally important 

in our relationships no matter what type of relationships, any 

relationship with the two human beings, strife will certainly try 

raise its ugly head.  I’ve been sort of tickled watching our 

presidential debates lately and I wish I could just meet with 

them to share some of this tease on maintaining peace in 

relationships. 

 

00:05:05 

 

 But you’ll find strife rearing its ugly head in all type of 

relationships.  I have seen some interesting cases in my life time 

where strife, not only leads to contention and hatred and so 

forth and people not getting along, but I’ve even seen it become 

deadly. 

 

 I can remember being a little boy and I can remember my 

parents running out of the house because one of our neighbors 

had shot his wife.  And it was all started because just some 

argument over strife, her life was taken.  How many instances 

we see strife escalate into -- there are dangerous things, I had 

many encounters at work, dealing with employees and co-

workers and even managers.  I’ve stood between two women in 

my office literally about to exchange blows and they were rather 

large women, so I stepped back out of the way. 

 

 But anyway, I have had all type of encounters with strife.  I 

have seen employee comeback to shoot his manager and I had to 

step in and intervene.  I told him to leave his gun at the front 

desk before I met with him.  But anyway, I’ve seen all types of 

situations and all type of instances where strife rears its ugly 

head. 

 

 Strife can rear its ugly head even between strangers, two total 

strangers.  I was out of town one time and I was exiting a ramp 

on an exit and I notice that the two cars in front of me had 

gotten into a little road rage.  And when I looked closely, the car 

directly in front of me was a grandmother, a little old lady 
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driving the car.  And I looked to the car that was to the right of 

the grandmother, was a young gentleman and he was mouthing 

off and they were both mouthing off.  And I saw the young 

gentleman, actually open his door and get out and when I saw 

him get out, I started taken off my seatbelt because I said, “I got 

to go help grandma.  I can’t let grandma just get beat down like 

this.”  And before I could get my seatbelt off, the gentleman had 

approached grandma’s car and he she gave him the finger and 

drove off.  So, I said grandma could handle herself. 

 

 So, I was able to just put my seatbelt back on.  But I have seen 

strife rear its ugly head and in so many different relationships.  

It’s always on the prowl to separate us, to divide us, to cause 

division and contention.  But God’s will is peace in all of our 

relationships and there are just some simple things that we can 

employ to help us to maintain peace in our relationships and 

we’ve started talking about some of them. 

 

 Flip over if you will to the Book of Romans, Book of Romans 

Chapter 14.  The Book of Romans 14, Book of Romans Chapter 

14.  Romans 14 verse 19.  Notice what it says there, Romans 

Chapter 14 verse 19 it says, “Let us therefore follow after the 

things which make for peace and things where worth one may 

edify another.”  Let us follow after the things that make for 

peace.  So, it just lets us know that there are certain things that 

we can do in our relationships that will produce peace that are 

good for peaceable relationships and we simply would employee 

certain strategies in our relationships. 

 

 We started and I’ll review some of these, we started sharing 

some of the strategies that we learned from scripture, some 

biblical strategies that we learned.  And we said number one, is 

to keep a cool spirit.  If I say cool spirit, cool spirit and that’s 

simply the ability to remain calm.  That’s the ability to remain 

calm.  Proverbs chapter, you don’t have to turn them, but 

Proverbs Chapter 15 verse 18 says that, “He that is slow to 

anger appeaseth strife.”  He that is slow to anger appeaseth 

strife.  So, it keeps strife at bay, keeps strife at a distance.  

You’re slow to anger. 

 

 In fact, the Epistle James Chapter 1 verse 19 gives us, I will call 

them spiritual speed limits for relationships.  James 1:19 gives 

us spiritual speed limits for relationships. 
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00:10:02 

 

 And it simply says, “Be slow to anger, be slow to anger” and it 

actually starts by saying, “Be quick to hear”.  Be quick to hear, 

so I call him spiritual speed limits, so it tells you when to speed 

up and then it tells you when to slow down.  But it says, “Be 

quick to hear, be in a hurry to hear, but be slow to anger.”  Be 

slow to get angry, but in a hurry to hear.  Be in a hurry to hear, 

but be slow to get angry and then it goes on to say, “Be slow to 

speak, be quick to hear, be slow to get angry, be slow to speak.”  
Sometimes we do the complete opposite of that.  We get angry, 

run our mouth and then we try to hear what the other person 

has to say.  So, we do the complete opposite of those spiritual 

speed limits, but notice it says, “Be quick to hear, be quick to 

hear.” 
 

 When you take the time to hear and listen that shows great 

humility.  It shows great humility.  You’ll avoid a lot of strife 

and you just simply take the time to listen.  See, pride always 

wants to talk.  Pride wants to do the talking.  Pride wants to 

give the instruction, but it takes humility to listen.  It takes 

humility to listen.  And you have to have understand that 

relationships are the basis of life, communication is the basis of 

relationships.  And so, being able to hear, to take the time to 

listen and to listen carefully, to listen closely, to really listen, not 

waiting to figure out what you’re going to say, but to listen to 

what the other is sharing.  So, we have to be quick to hear, be 

quick to hear, quick to hear. 

 

 Sometimes just, when we hear incorrectly, it can cause strife.  

When we don’t take the time to hear and hear the other person’s 

heart.  I remember hearing about a couple, they had been 

married for 50 years and the wife rolled over in bed and she said 

to her husband, she says, “I’m proud of you” and the husband 

was hard of hearing and he replied, “I’m tired of you too.” 
 

 See, sometimes if we don’t hear, if we don’t hear correctly, it can 

lead to strife.  So, that’s why the bible says, “Be quick to hear, be 

quick to hear, be quick to listen, be quick to listen” get all the 

facts, hear the other person out before you jump to conclusions, 

before you give them a piece of your mind.  Be quick to hear, be 

quick to hear.  Everybody say, “Be quick to hear, be quick to 

hear.” 
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 So, we talked about having a cool spirit.  We talked about a soft 

answer, soft answer.  Everybody say, “Soft answer.”  Soft 

answer.  How you say something is just as important as to what 

you say and sometimes even more important.  Psychologist tell 

us that your tone accounts for 38% of the way you communicate.  

So, when you’re talking to someone, what the other person 

receives in that message, 38% of it, they receive from just your 

tone of voice.  Almost half of which you say comes from just your 

tone of voice.  And so, the Bible teaches us to have a soft answer.  

Soft answer turns away wrath, soft answer turns away wrath.  

And so, our tone, if we can keep a cool spirit, we can keep a soft 

tone.  We can keep a soft tone that helps to eliminate strife from 

starting. 

 

 I read an interesting scripture.  I have it in my note somewhere, 

but it’s an interesting scripture and it describes strife as 

starting strife, it describes it as turning a knob on a faucet.  And 

so, it says that you know, when you start strife, you’re turning a 

knob on a faucet which means, you’re about to open up a full 

flow of something you don’t want.  And so, when we use the 

wrong tone or when we use the wrong word or we become 

agitated and we get ready to give somebody a piece of our mind, 

just keep that image in your mind that you’re literally turning 

the knob.  And you’re about to turn the knob on the faucet wide 

open and you’re about to release a flow of fury.  You’re about to 

start to start a flow of fury that you’re going to regret that you 

ever turn that knob.  And so, the Bible says, “That’s what’s it’s 

like when we get rid of the start, strife and contention.  You’re 

literally turning the knob.” 
 

 It also describes strife; the beginning of strife is like a trickle 

coming through a wall.  And it starts off just as a small trickle, 

just a few little trickles coming through a wall, but over time as 

that pressure builds, this is the beginning of something that is 

going to be a torrential downpour, an outpour. 

 

00:15:04 

 

 If that dam is breached and so is the beginning of strife is just 

like a little bit of water coming through.  And if you don’t stop it 

right then, you’re about to experience a tremendous, tremendous 

outburst that you’ll regret you didn’t stop.  And so, basically, 

what it’s letting us know that when we feel ourselves getting 

agitated, when we feel ourselves getting ruffled, you can feel it, 
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you know it and the Bible says, “Stop it right then because if you 

don’t, you’re about to enter into something you’re going to 

regret.” 
 

 And so, I will notice that we have time to stop strife.  We have 

time to stop contention.  When you feel yourself rising up, you 

can feel yourself rising up.  You can feel the nervousness that 

comes in your voice.  You can feel the tone.  You can feel the hair 

standing up on the back of your neck.  You know you’re about to 

let it happen.  And the Bible said, “If you will stop it right there, 

you know” and so, the Bible says, “You get an early warning 

indicator.  You get an early warning indicator.  Listen to the 

warning.  Take heed to the indicator because if you’ll stop it 

right there, it will never release and you can save the day.  You 

can save yourself and maintain peace and harmony in your 

relationship.”  So, I love the way the Bible tells us to take heed 

to those beginning moments. 

 

 Number three, we talked about humility and unselfishness.  

Humility, unselfishness.  Humility and unselfishness.  We 

talked about putting the other person first.  Putting the other 

person first.  Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but it’s 

thinking of yourself less.  It’s thinking of yourself less.  And so, 

you begin to put the other person first.  You begin to put the 

other person first and that’s the spirit of humility.  That’s the 

spirit of -- that’s unselfishness.  That helps to keep strife out of 

our relationships when we walk in humility and unselfishness. 

 

 To be honest with you, most break ups are due to pride and 

they’re due to selfishness.  The reason people break up in 

relationships is because somebody’s pride has been hurt.  

Somebody’s pride has been hurt and somebody is not willing to 

say, “I’m sorry.”  Somebody is not willing to change.  Somebody 

is not willing to do things differently.  Somebody is not willing to 

apologize.  So, it’s pride.  And so, when pride meets pride, then 

the result is a loss of relationships.  And so, humility and 

unselfishness.  Humility and unselfishness keep strife out of our 

relationships. 

 

 Number four, we talked about seeing the other person’s 

perspective.  Put yourself in the other person’s shoes.  Put 

yourself in the other person’s shoes.  Two different people can 

see the same thing, but they interpret it differently.  And so, you 

have to see the other person’s perspective by putting yourself in 
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the other person’s shoes.  I remember hearing a story about a 

man on a train and he was with his children and his children 

were just kind of running wild on the train.  And finally, another 

man just become irate with him.  He said, “You got to be 

ashamed of yourself.  Letting your children running wild like 

this.  What type of father are you?”  And the father looked up, he 

said, “Oh, I’m so sorry.”  He said, “We’re just leaving the hospital 

and I just found out that my wife, their mother has just a few 

weeks left to live.” 
 

 So, for one man’s perspective it looks like he was just letting the 

children run wild, but from the other man’s perspective, there 

was a lot on his mind.  You never what another person is going 

through or what they’re going through.  And so, you have to 

learn to put yourself in the other person’s shoes to see the other 

person’s perspective.  See the other person’s perspective. 

 

 Then, number five, we talked about be adaptable, be adaptable 

and be flexible, be adaptable.  Everybody say, “Be adaptable, be 

adaptable and be flexible.”  Be adaptable and be flexible, do 

what’s necessary to get along.  Do what’s necessary to get along. 

 

 You can’t be rigid.  You can’t be unwilling to give or to bend or to 

change, be adaptable, be flexible.  You have to go the extra mile 

to keep peace.  You have to be willing to compromise and the 

sacrifice for the sake of others.  And you have to be willing to 

give.  You can’t have it your way all the time.  You can’t have it 

your way.  I know that’s Burger King slogan, but that doesn’t 
work in relationships.  You can’t have it your way all the time.  

You have to be adaptable.  You have to compromise.  You have 

to be flexible.  You have to be willing to sacrifice for the person.  

You can’t insist on always being right.  It’s okay to be wrong 

every once in a while.  You know what?  Psychologist have found 

that if you just make this statement, it makes it a lot better. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 I may be wrong.  I’m not even said I’m wrong, but if you will just 

admit, there is a possibility I may be wrong.  But you know?  

Psychologist have found that that actually release a lot of the 

tension in the relationship and the argument at the moment if 

you just say, “I may be wrong.”  And so, basically what is saying, 

you have to give up the right to be right all the time.  Don’t be 

afraid to say, “I may be wrong, I may be wrong.”  You’d be 
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surprised, that lowers the tension level and it makes the other 

person feel so much better.  And that’s the whole thing about 

seeing things from the other person’s perspective.  It helps them 

to understand.  When you are able to step into somebody else’s 

shoes, it helps you to understand and it begins to put you at ease 

when you understand both sides of things. 

 

 And here’s number six, number six, is I got this from Ephesians.  

Book of Ephesians Chapter 4 verse 2.  Number six is give grace, 

give grace.  Everybody say, “Give grace.”  Give grace.  That 

simply means you have to be patient.  You have to be 

understanding.  I’m actually going to read Ephesians 4:2 to you, 

but it’s a powerful little verse, Ephesians 4:2.  Ephesians 4:2 

simply says, “With all loneliness and meekness.”  There’s a 

humility again, “With all loneliness and meekness with 

longsuffering forbearing one another in love.”  With all 

longsuffering forbearing.  That simply says, you got to be patient 

with people.  You have to be patient with people.  You have to 

give people some grace.  You got to give people some leeway.  

You got to give people room for error.  You have to learn that 

people are not perfect.   In fact, you are not perfect.  In fact, you 

need grace.  You need people to give you room for error. 

 

 And so, this is what it’s saying in human relationships, you have 

to be willing to give people some grace.  You got to give them 

room.  You got to make allowances.  You got to bear with them.  

The Bible says, “You got to bear with their faults.”  They’re 

going to make mistakes.  No one is perfect.  We got to messed 

up.  Be willing to overlook some things.  Be willing to overlook 

some things. 

 

 We’ve had people break up because one of the parties was not 

putting the cap back on the toothpaste.  Folks, you got to be 

willing to overlook something.  In fact, the Bible teaches, take 

the scripture down, the Bible teaches us 2 Timothy 2:23.  The 

Bible teaches not to start a dispute over minor things.  Don’t 
lose your peace over nothing.  Don’t let little things destroy your 

relationship.  Never let an issue be bigger than the relationship.  

Never let an issue in the relationship be bigger than the 

relationship.  So, never lose your peace over little things.  Never 

start a dispute over nothing.  You’d be surprised a little knick-

knack.  We all have little things that get on people’s nerves.  

And so, the Bible is saying, “You got to give grace for that.” 
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 Little annoyances, people’s little idiosyncrasies, you got to give 

grace for that.  Give room for error, man.  Have some grace, give 

people some, give them some grace.  Overlook some things.  

They went and overlook some things.  You have to bear with one 

another’s faults.  Make allowances, overlook some things.  

People are not perfect.  I am not perfect.  You are not perfect.  

We all need a little wiggle room.  Turn to your neighbor and say, 

“We all need a little wiggle room.”  We all need a little wiggle 

room. 

 

 It’s amazing how we are so quick to criticize and judge others, 

but we very seldom look at ourselves.  We very seldom honestly 

look at ourselves and see our own faults.  We very seldom see 

our own faults.  We can only see the other person.  So, we’re 

quick to point what they’re not doing, your fault this and that.  

But how about self-examination and take an honest look at 

yourself and saying, “You know what?  I have some faults 

myself.  I need people to give me some grace.”  And so, that’s 

why and the Bible teaches us to give grace.  Everybody say, 

“Give grace, give grace, give grace.” 
 

 And then the final one, I’m going to stop with this one.  The final 

one is number seven.  Stop criticizing, stop griping and have a 

better attitude.  Be thankful and appreciate people.  Be grateful.  

Be grateful.  Tell people thank you.  I was reading a study and 

they found that couples who showed appreciation or just said, 

“Thank you” it did wonders for their relationship.  Just to take 

the time and say, “Hey, I appreciate you.  Thank you” you’d be 

surprise how often that is left unsaid in relationship.  I 

appreciate you.  Thank you.  That does so much.  I appreciate 

you.  Thank you.  Thank you.  So, stop criticizing, griping.  Have 

a better attitude. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 “When you look for the good in others” Martin Wallace said.  He 

said, “When you look for the good in others, you discover the best 

in yourself.”  When you look for the good in others, you discover 

the best in yourself.  

 

 General Robert Lee, he was asked his opinion of an opposing 

general who was his sworn enemy and General Lee gave a 

glowing representation of the man, pointing truly many great 

qualities that he possess and an aide took General Lee aside and 
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said, “Don’t you remember what that general said about you?”  
General Lee replied, “But they didn’t ask me of his opinion of 

me, but my opinion of him.” 
 

 The Bible teaches don’t render evil for evil, contrary-wise, 

blessing.  Not insult for insult.  Not injury for injury, but 

blessing.  Speak well of others.  Find the best in others.  Find 

the smallest good.  Anything good, a positive that you can say 

and add that into your relationship.  It will change your 

relationship, it eliminates strife. 

 

 Man, sometimes we show kindness the least to the people we 

love the most.  And so, just add these principles to your 

relationships, I guarantee you they’ll help improve your 

relationships and minimize the strife. 

 

 Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  

I want you to go to brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen to 

this entire series absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it 

to a friend and those of you joining us on Facebook Live, you can 

share this with your friends.  And also, we have a very easy 

website, iwanttogive.com if you like to give a donation to the 

ministry, iwanttogive.com. 

 

 Thank you for tuning in and streaming us live and joining us as 

well.  Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the word.  Amen.  Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com.  This was Part 3 of 

the series titled, “Maintaining Peace in Relationships” by C. 

Elijah Bronner.  This message is number 7732.  That’s 7732.  To 

listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7732 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 

iwanttogive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to brotheroftheword.com often because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

(Music Playing: 0:27:51 - end) 

 

00:27:58 
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