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C. Elijah Bronner: When God gives the promise to you, oftentimes, we don’t know 

when it’s coming to pass, and this is when you have to employ 

the force of patience in your life. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled, “You Got To Have Patience,” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7735.  That’s 7735.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:25 - 00:00:52) 

 

 And now for 7735, You Got To Have Patience. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner:  Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, 

you need the Word.  We welcome all of you joining us by 

television and those of you joining us online at 

BrothersoftheWord.com, and Facebook Live, delighted to have 

you to join today’s service, always a wonderful delight. 

 

Well, we’d like to share just a little humor, just a little humor.  

One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed, little Johnny was 

staring up at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of the 

church, and the 7-year-old had been staring at the plaque for 

some time.  So, the pastor walked up, stood beside the boy and 

said quietly, “Good morning, son.”  “Good morning, pastor,” the 

young boy replied as he focused on the plaque. 

 

“Sir, what is this?”  Johnny asked.  “Well, son, these are all the 

people who have died in the service,” replied the pastor.  And 

soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque, and 

then little Johnny’s voice barely broke the silence when he asked 

quietly, “Which one, sir?  Did they die in the 8:30 or the 10:30 

service?” 

 

Well, we’ve been sharing some scriptures over in the Book of 

Hebrews.  This is the final character trait that we are gleaning 

from the life of Abraham.  We have gleaned several traits from 

his life, several character traits from his life that we can apply 

to our lives, and this is the final thing I noticed in his life.  

Hebrews Chapter 6, and we’ll read Verse 12 through 13.  

Hebrews 6:12-13. 

 

When you get there, say Amen.  Hebrews 6:12, and we’ll read 

down through Verse 15.  Notice what it says there, it says, “That 
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you’d be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith 

and patience inherit the promises.  For when God made promise 

to Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he swore by 

himself, saying, surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying 

I will multiply thee.  And so, after he had patiently endured, he 

obtained the promise.” 
 

I want to draw your attention to that last verse there and notice, 

So, “after he had patiently endured,” he had patiently -- 

everybody say, “Patiently endured.”  After he had patiently 

endured.  And you also notice in Verse 12 it says, “We should be 

followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the 

promises.”  And then, Hebrews Chapter 10, you’ll see something 

very similar in all the verse we’ve been reading.  Hebrews 10:35-

36. 

 

Hebrews 10:35-36 says, “Cast not away therefore your 

confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.  For ye have 

need of patience, that, after ye have done the Will of God, ye 

might receive the promise.” 
 

And I wanted you to just notice there the patience, the virtue of 

patience there that’s drawn onto these two verses, as well as in 

Hebrews 6:12-15, talks about the patience that Abraham walk 

in, the patience that he walked in.  After he had patiently 

endured, he then received the promise.  And so, I believe there is 

something about patience that we can draw from his life, to help 

our lives, and I just want to use it as a subject.  “You got to have 

patience.”  So, you’ve got to have patience. 

 

There’s a little cartoon I used to watch, growing up.  It’s little 

Droopy, the cartoon Droopy, and there was a little woof on there 

and he would always say, “You got to have patience, man.  You 

got to have patience.” 
 

00:05:00 

 

I’ve never forgotten that.  So, I don’t know.  That’s been about 40 

years ago.  I tried my best to search it and bring it into play.  I 

found a small segment of it, I almost brought it in.  It almost 

sounded(ph) -- but I had a hard time locating that from so long 

ago.  “You got to have patience, man.  You got to have patience.”  
Turn to your neighbor and say, “You got to have patience, man.  
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You got to have patience.  You got to have patience.  You got to 

have patience.” 
 

And so, this virtue of patience is something that Abraham used 

along with his faith.  He used that along with his faith, to 

inherit the promise.  He used that along with his faith, to inherit 

the promise. 

 

We don’t really like the word patience, you know.  Patience is an 

ugly word because nobody likes to wait.  Nobody really likes 

waiting.  We don’t like waiting in long lines.  We don’t like 

waiting in traffic.  You know, I’ve gotten to the point now where 

I don’t quite even like waiting in front of the microwave.  The 

microwave is too slow now. 

 

You know, I really believe that they’re going to come out with 

technology that’s going to be faster than the microwave.  You 

know, you can tell times have changed when the microwave is 

too slow.  We want things and we want them now.  So, even 60 

seconds or 2 minutes in front of the microwave, that’s just too 

long.  That’s too long, and I’m like, “Come on.  I’m ready to eat.  

I’m ready to eat.  Hurry up and heat up my food.” 
 

And so, we’ve sort of been conditioned in the society that we live 

in to want things now, to want them fast.  And like something 

that Robert Hales said, he said, “Too often, we pray to have 

patience, but we want it right now.”  Like, “Hurry up, God, and 

give me patience.  Hurry up.”  And so, patience is not conducive 

in this society that we live in because everything now is just so 

on-the-go.  Everything is speeding up.  We are pushing 

technology to be faster.  Computers are faster.  It’s because 

nobody wants to wait. 

 

Can you remember the days when computers operated on dial 

tone?  The old dial-up computers?  Man, nobody could handle 

that today.  That is so slow.  It is so slow.  So, everything is just 

faster and faster.  We don’t like waiting, and the modern 

conveniences, all of the fast-foods, you can drive up to one 

window, pay, and by the time you get to the next one, your food 

is hanging out the window.  That’s how fast-paced and how fast 

we’re conditioned to expect everything now.  We don’t really like 

to wait. 
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We have all of our foods now have an instant variety.  We have 

instant rice, if anybody likes rice.  I can make you rice in 10 

minutes flat.  I don’t do a whole lot of cooking but I can boil a 

bag of rice and have it ready for you on your plate in 10 minutes 

flat.  Give me 10 minutes flat and I’ll have you some nice 

steamed rice, boiled rice, in 10 minutes flat. 

 

But my family, they eat instant cream of wheat and also instant 

oatmeal, you know, we have all of these modern conveniences, 

all of these things that are just so instant, instant coffee.  

Everything is just so express, express lanes, express this, and 

express that, and we microwave everything.  But I want you to 

know that God is not a microwave God.  He’s a crockpot God.  

God’s a slow-cooker.  He likes to simmer.  He likes to simmer. 

 

I remember, you know, back in the old days when I used to take 

grandma all day long to make something for dinner.  You know?  

That was not just a quick process like it is today.  They used to 

slave all day on Saturday to get ready for Sunday dinner.  You 

know?  That was a big occasion, but now, you know, we just grab 

something quickly.  But God’s a crockpot God.  He likes the slow 

process of cooking.  And so, God sometimes has to slow us down.  

He has to slow us down.  He has to slow us down in our lives, 

and that’s where we learn the virtue of patience.  We have to 

learn the virtue of patience. 

 

Sometimes, you need to get on your knees and just say, “Slow 

me down, Lord.  Slow me down.  Slow me down.  Slow me down.  

Slow me down.  Slow me down.”  God says, “Be still, and know 

that I am God.”  You have to slow down to hear God.  You have 

to slow down to hear God.  

 

So, we learn this virtue of patience, and we can have so many 

times where we hate.  We just hate being stuck in the long lines, 

we hate being stuck in traffic.  I want to read some of these laws 

to you.  These are called “Laws of the Universe.”  These are 

called laws of the universe. 

 

But the first law is called the variation law.  The variation law, 

which says that if you change lanes, or traffic lanes, you change 

lines, or traffic lanes, the one you were in will start to move 

faster than the one you’re in now.  That’s called the variation 

law.  That’s the variation law. 
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00:10:01 

 

Here are some other laws that are kind of comical.  There is a 

law called, the law of mechanical repair, which is after your 

hands become coated with grease, your nose will begin to itch, or 

you will have to pee, either one of the two.  That’s the law of 

mechanical repair.  Then there’s a law of the workshop.  The law 

of the workshop is when any tool when dropped will roll to the 

least-accessible corner.  That’s the law of the workshop.  And 

then, there is the law of probability.  The law of probability.  The 

law of probability.  It says that the probability of being watched 

is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act.  That’s the 

law of probability.  Then, there is the law of the telephone.  The 

law of the telephone is, when you dial the wrong number, you 

never get a busy signal.  Do you ever notice that?  Whenever you 

dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal.  Somebody 

always answers.  That’s the law of the telephone.  And here’s the 

law of alibi, the law of alibi.  The law of alibi, if you tell the boss 

that you were late for work because you had flat tire, the next 

day, you will have a flat tire. 

 

Here’s the law of the bath.  The law of the bath.  When the body 

is fully-immersed in water, the telephone rings.  Here’s the law 

of close encounters, when the probability of running into 

someone you know increases when you’re with someone you 

don’t want to be seen with.  That’s the law of close encounters.  

And then here’s the law of result.  The law of result, when you 

try to prove to someone that a machine won’t work, and it will.  

It starts working when you’re trying to show them that it doesn’t 
work.  That’s the law of result. 

 

Well, those are some of the laws of the universe.  But patience is 

a powerful force.  It’s a powerful force, and we have the 

opportunity to exercise patience in the everyday little nuances 

that we encounter, whether it’s being stuck in traffic, you know.  

(00:12:09), we get great opportunities to exercise patience, if 

you’re in any type of restaurant or traffic in the morning, or on 

the way home from work. 

 

Oh man, what an awesome opportunity to exercise your 

patience.  And so, we have opportunities every day to exercise 

our patience.  Somebody said that, “Patience with God is called 

faith.  Patience with man is called love.  Patience with God is 

called faith.  Patience with man is called love.” 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5681


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7735 

 

I actually read an interesting definition of patience.  I had never 

really thought of patience in this manner, in this way, but one of 

the definitions of patience is the ability to restrain yourself 

when you have the opportunity to retaliate against someone.  

So, when someone has done something against you and you have 

the opportunity to retaliate, patience actually is the force that 

restrains you from doing so.  So, when you have the opportunity 

to return an insult to someone and you choose not to do it, that’s 

patience.  You’re showing patience to that person.  So, patience 

with man is love. 

 

And you know, you’ve heard people say when they’ve been 

talking to someone else.  You’d say, “Look.  You’re trying my 

patience.”  So, that’s basically saying, “I’ve been holding back 

but if you keep on, I don’t know how long I can hold up.”  And so, 

patience is that ability that gives us the ability to restrain 

ourselves when we would simply yield to the flesh inclination to 

retaliate, so to give you a piece of my mind or to tell you off, to 

get you told.  It takes patience to restrain yourself. 

 

So, patience is the force that keeps you from doing that.  You 

have patience with man.  You have patience with people.  That’s 

called forbearance.  That’s called forbearance.  Yeah, you put up 

with people, you really want to tell them off, but you choose not 

to.  That’s putting up with people.  That’s forbearance, but that’s 

the spirit of patience.  That’s the force of patience that’s at work 

in our lives, that restrains us, but it’s the same force that allows 

you to endure.  That’s the same force that allows you to endure 

hard circumstances.  It’s the same force that keeps you from 

quitting.  It keeps you from giving up when things are hard, 

when things don’t go your way, and it keeps you from falling 

apart, and when you have to wait, it’s patience. 

 

Now, here’s something I really love about patience.  I jotted this 

down but this is something that Joyce Meyer said about 

patience.  I really love it.  I loved the way she put it.  She said, 

“Patience is not the ability to wait, but the ability to keep a good 

attitude while waiting.  So, patience is not simply waiting but 

it’s the attitude you maintain while you’re waiting. 

 

00:14:57 
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If you’re able to wait and have a cheerful attitude, when you’re 

not irritated, you’re still just as pleasant, just as calm, just as 

joyful, then that’s the force of patience.  That’s the force of 

patience.  That’s the force of patience that’s alive in our lives.  

Now, if you notice, in the scripture when God has dealt with His 

people, there’s always a waiting time from the time that the 

promise is given, to the manifestation of the promise. 

 

God will often give you dreams.  He’ll give you hopes.  He’ll give 

you aspirations, and all of these things, but he never gives us 

the time.  He never gives us a set time, necessarily, that these 

things will take place.  So, we have to hope.  We have to dream.  

We have the promise, but honestly, we actually don’t know when 

it’s going to take place. 

 

And so, if you look at Abraham’s life, Abraham was 75 years old 

when he received the promise, but he was 100 when the promise 

was fulfilled.  That was 25 years that went by.  25 years went 

by.  That’s why the Bible says he patiently endured, that was 

time that went by.  So, when God gives the promise, when God 

gives a dream or when God gives something to you, oftentimes, 

we don’t know when it’s coming to pass, and this is when you 

have to employ the force of patience in your life. 

 

And so, the Bible here in Hebrews commended Abraham for his 

patience, not just his faith, but his patience.  He was able to 

wait 25 years with a good attitude, trusting God, still just as 

cheerful.  He stood his ground.  The Bible says that he was 

strong in faith, giving Glory to God, fully persuaded that what 

God had promised, he will bring to pass.  And see, that’s 

patience.  That’s patience. 

 

So, 25 years, he patiently waited.  He patiently waited.  Man, he 

could have given up.  He could’ve quit.  He could’ve said, “Forget 

this.  This is too long.  I’m an old man.  I’m about to die, Lord.”  
You know, he really had a (00:16:55).  Think about when he was 

99.  He was like, “God, I’m halfway in the grave.  If you’re going 

to send a son, you must have made a mistake.”  He could have, 

but no.  He was patient.  He patiently endured.  He patiently 

endured.  He patiently endured. 

 

Think about Joseph.  Joseph received the dream.  He received a 

dream when he was just a teenager, when he received the 

dream.  And so, it was probably 13, 14 years later before he 
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came into his position of prominence, before the dream was 

fulfilled in his life.  Time went by.  Think about all of the years 

that he sat in prison, all the years that he was a servant in 

Potiphar’s house 

 

Think about of the time that went by from the promise to the 

fulfillment of the promise.  It required patience.  Well, what did 

Joseph do in that waiting time?  In that waiting time -- we’ll 
always receive a promise.  We’ll always have a dream.  We’ll 
always have something from God, but then, there’ll be a time 

from between the time from the promise given to the 

manifestation. 

 

I mean, there’s a period of waiting.  This is where we employ 

patience to come in, to keep us going in that waiting time, 

because you know, you’ll never know how long it would be, but 

it’s patience there that keep you with a good attitude.  It’s 

patience there that will keep your faith active and alive.  There’s 

patience there that’ll keep you from giving up and becoming 

discouraged than quitting.  It’s patience there that undergirds 

you.  There’s patience there.  And so, God always works on his 

own timetable.  God’s timetable is not our timetable.  God’s 

timing is not our timing. 

 

There was a man, he asked God.  He said, “God?”  He says, “In 

Your time, how long is a million years?”  God says, “One second.”  
And he said, “Well, in Your money, how much is a million 

dollars?”  God said, “One penny.”  He said, “Well, God, can I 

have a penny?”  God, says, “Sure, just a second.” 
 

So, God’s timing is not our timing.  God has His own timetable, 

and He’s not hurried.  God is not hurried.  You might be in a 

hurry, but God’s not in a hurry.  And actually, to be honest with 

you, God is not trying to punish us.  God is simply saying, “What 

I have for you is so much better than what you want right now.”  
What He has for us is so much better than what we want right 

now, and He’s saying that if you’d be patient and if you learn to 

get into my timing,” if you will settle down and relax and just go 

with the flow of God, if you’ll go with the flow of God in your life, 

“I’ll bring things to pass at the right time.”  At the right timing 

in your life, and you’re going to be so much happier. 

 

You’re going to be so much more fulfilled.  It’s going to be so 

much better than you ever imagined, than you rushing ahead, 
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trying to do things in your own power and in your own strength 

in making things happen, and you rush out in front of God.  But 

God is never late.  God is never late.  And to be honest with you, 

He’s most often not early.  God’s always right on time.  He’s 

always right on time.  He always has perfect timing. 

 

00:20:00 

 

God always has perfect timing in our lives.  He always has 

perfect timing in our lives, and so God, He uses time as a 

process.  It’s the process that God is concerned about, not just 

the end result, but God is concerned about the process.  So, it’s 

in that waiting time.  It’s in that waiting time that He matures 

us, He develops us, He develops our character, He develops our 

fortitude, He develops our endurance. 

 

There are some things that’ll work out of our lives in the waiting 

time.  He’s able to change us.  He’s able to improve us.  We’re 

able to grow.  We’re able to, you know, become more solid, our 

character is better.  And so, God is doing some things, and it’s 

almost like a tree. 

 

You know, there was a man.  He wanted a tree to grow fast, and 

the guy at the greenhouse, he said, “Look, we can make it grow 

fast.  You can fertilize it twice a month.  It’ll grow fast, but it 

won’t be strong.  It won’t be strong.  It won’t have the strength.”  
And so, God, oftentimes, He’s building our strength, He’s 

building our character, He’s building our endurance.  He’s 

making something in us, and it takes time.  It’s a process of 

time. 

 

It’s like when you’re cooking something.  If you pull it out too 

quickly, it’s half-baked and it’s no good.  So, God has to keep us 

in the process for the fulness of time, for the maturation process 

to take place, and sometimes, you don’t understand it until you 

get out of it and you look back and you say, “Oh, you know, I see 

now what God was doing in my life.”  But the process of time.  

He’s not in a hurry. 

 

You know why God’s not in a hurry?  He’s not in a hurry to be 

mean or to be slack.  The Bible says that, over in 2 Peter, He’s 

not slow as we count slowness.  The Bible says that God is 

extraordinarily patient.  The reason God is extraordinarily 

patient is, God wants as many people to come to Him and to be 
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saved as possible.  And so, if God was quick, if God was quick to 

do everything, if God was in a hurry, His judgement will fall 

fast.  People would be lost 

 

And so, God’s extraordinarily patience, giving people time to 

repent, giving people time to turn from their wicked ways and to 

find Him.  And so, this is why God is so long-suffering.  This is 

why He’s so patient, and it’s that same character in God that He 

builds into us, to be patient with people.  Aren’t you glad God 

takes His time?  Because if He didn’t, some of us wouldn’t have 

made it.  Some of us wouldn’t have made it. 

 

God is patient because He’s been waiting on you.  He’s been 

waiting on you to come in.  He’s been waiting on you to turn to 

Him.  Thank God He’s patient.  Thank God He is extraordinarily 

patient.  God wants as many people saved as possible.  He’s not 

willing that anybody should perish.  That’s the only reason He 

hasn’t come back yet.  He’s waiting.  He’s waiting on us, to get 

out and save the lost(ph).  He’s waiting on us to get out and 

preach the Gospel.  He’s waiting on us to get out and share the 

good news that Jesus has died for your sins.  You’re on longer in 

your sins.  God’s no longer angry at you.  God has dealt with 

your sins and God loves you.  He’s waiting on us to share that 

message with the world. 

 

God’s patiently waiting.  He’s patiently waiting.  Oh man, I’m so 

happy that He’s patient.  He’s patient.  He’s given us time.  He’s 

given us time.  Aren’t you glad God gives us time?  He gives us 

time.  Man, aren’t you glad God didn’t kill you right in the 

middle of your sins?  Aren’t you happy about that?  He could 

have killed you right in the middle of your sin.  He gave you 

time to come out of it.  He gave you time to come out of it. 

 

There might be somebody listening to me right now, God’s giving 

you time to come out of it, giving you time to come out of it.  He’s 

giving you time.  He’s extraordinarily patient.  He’s giving you 

time to come out of it.  He loves you that much, not willing that 

any should perish.  Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

Well, I’m out of time, but -- I’m out of time but let me give you 

these quick little keys to help you while you’re waiting.  Let me 

also give you some other scriptures to take a look at.  You can 

study it easily in your own spare time.  Take a look at James 
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1:2-4.  It talks about how we’re to be joyful, and to be joyful for 

when we have trials because it’s working our patience. 

 

Also, Romans 5:3-4, same thing.  It says that we rejoice when we 

get into tribulation, because we know it produces patience, it 

exercises patience, or it puts patience to work, and so we can be 

happy.  And it’s simply saying that when you fall in difficult 

times, you can choose to have a good outlook on it.  You can 

choose to know that, “Hey, I’ve got to suffer through this.  It may 

take some time, but I know God’s improving me.  God’s working 

on me, and He’s working with my best interest at heart.  I’m 

going to come out better.  I’m going to come out stronger, and 

I’m going to know Him better.  My character is going to better.  

He’s purifying some things out of my life.”  And so, when you 

look at it like that, you can actually rejoice 

 

00:24:57 

 

And so, you actually rejoice in trying times because of your 

patience, because you’re going to be made stronger, you’re going 

to be made better.  Anyway, let me give you three quick things 

to do while you’re waiting. 

 

Number one, refuse to be discouraged.  Refuse to become 

discouraged while you’re waiting.  Number two, be content.  Be 

content.  Be content and happy.  Number three, prepare 

yourself, be faithful, be excellent right where you are, serve.  

And one last one, number four, have an attitude of expectancy.  

Have an attitude of expectancy.  And so, this is your hopeful 

expectancy, even while you’re waiting.  That’s what keeps you 

going, because if you know the answer is coming, you know the 

promise is coming, you know He’s bringing you through it.  You 

know He’s faithful to his Word.  It might take Him some time, 

but you know it is coming, and that’s the confident expectation 

that we live and walk in. 

 

Praise God.  Give the Lord a hand for His Word.  Amen.  Amen, 

Amen, Amen.  Praise God.  You got to have patience.  You got to 

have patience.  You got to have patience.  You got to have 

patience.  Praise God. 

 

Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  You can listen to this message in its 

entirety, “You Got To Have Patience.”  You Got To Have 
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Patience.  You can also email it to a friend, absolutely free of 

charge.  Praise God. 

 

Those of you joining us live on Facebook, thank you for 

streaming us and joining us today.  We’d like to invite you to 

check out our easy, easy-to-remember website, 

iWantToGive.com.  If you’d like to just sow a seed, give an 

offering, if you’ve been blessed and you want to just sow into the 

ministry, simply go to iWantToGive.com.  You’re free to share 

this with your friends. 

 

Thank you so much for supporting the ministry.  We appreciate 

you and love you so much.  Thank you for joining us.  Amen.  

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word 

because, brother, you need the Word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrotheroftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “You Got To Have Patience,” by C. Elijah 

Bronner.  This message is number 7735.  That’s 7735.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 7735 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iWantToGive.com.  That’s 

iWantToGive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:27:34 - end) 

 

00:27:42 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5681

