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C. Elijah Bronner: One act of kindness can change a person’s life.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part 1 of the
series titled “Our Covenant of Kindness” by C. Elijah Bronner.
This message is number 7743, that’s 7743; listen to over a
thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 7743, Our Covenant of Kindness part 1.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brother of the Word because brother you
need the word. We welcome all of you joining us today, by
television and those of you joining us online at
brothersoftheword.com or Facebook live. Thank you for tuning in
and sharing with us on today.

Well, I would like to share just a little humor. A young man had
two tickets to the super bowl. He paid $2,000 each for them. They
were box seats, plus he had already obtained his airfare and hotel
accommodations, but he failed to realized when he bought them
that this was the same day as his wedding day. So, he wouldn’t
be able to go. And so, he put a little ad on social media saying “If
you’re interested in going in my place, it will be at Saint Peter’s
Church in New York City at 5:00 p.m. Her name is Donna and
she will be the one in a white dress”.

We’ve been talking about super abounding grace and I want to
spend that off a little bit into our covenant of kindness. Our
covenant of kindness is actually grace in action. Kindness is grace
in action and so, the bible actually says that God is showing us
the riches of his grace in his kindness, in his kindness through
Christ, Jesus. And so, we just want to talk about our covenant of
kindness. I just want to go through some scriptures here that
unveils the kindness of God. Kindness or merciful kindness is
literally grace in the Old Testament. It is grace in the old
covenant, so grace was in the old covenant but it was called mercy
or merciful kindness. Merciful kindness is the grace of God in the
old covenant.

And I just want you to know that one act of kindness can change
a person’s life. Just one act of kindness can change a person’s life.
David show kindness to Mephibosheth and it changed his life
forever. Boaz showed kindness to Ruth, changed her life. That
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one act of kindness changed her life forever and the Good
Samaritan, he showed kindness to the man who was wounded and
had been robbed lying on the side of the road. That one act of
kindness saved his life. And Jesus showed us one act of kindness
and it changed our lives forever. Praise God.

One act of kindness can change a person’s life, one act of kindness.
Well, let’s look at some scriptures here. I want to just share some
scriptures, quite a few in the Old Testament, but we’re starting
off over in the book of Psalms. Psalms 36, we’ll see one of our
covenants of kindness scriptures here. Psalms 36 and we’d look
at Verses 5, 7 and 10. Psalms 36 Verse 5, 7 and 10.

I noticed what it says at Verse 5. It says, “Thy mercy, oh Lord is
in the Heavens”. Thy mercy is in the heavens. Now, where mercy
is translated as loving kindness. Thy loving kindness is in the
Heavens. And what it’s saying there is that your loving kindness
or your mercy, it is infinitely above any creature on Earth. It is
so far above in a resemblance of it on Earth. And so, that’s why
it says it’s in the Heavens. It’s so far above anything that we have
or anything that we ever deserved our selves.

00:05:07

It is so far above that and so, that’s why your mercy is in the
Heavens. Your mercy is in the Heavens and thy faithfulness
reaches unto the clouds. Faithfulness -- being faithful is firmness.
This word is described as firmness, stability, steadiness,
certainty. In this uncertain times, you can rest assure there is
certainty with God. His faithfulness is -- notice what it says, his
faithfulness reaches unto the clouds. His faithfulness reaches
unto the clouds and that is firmness, stability, steadiness,
certainty that which is permanent, that which is enduring, that
which is steadfast, that which is sure, that which is established,
that which is steady, that which is unchangingly fixed. That’s the
faithfulness of God. The faithfulness of God is always there. It’s
always steady, it’s always firm, it’s always something you can
count on, it’s always sure, it’s always reliable. God is always
faithful. Praise God.

God is always faithful to us and all of life. That is one thing we
can count on in all of these changing times. Times are changing
so fast -- everything is changing at the speed of light. Everything
is changing rapidly. We’re in a changing economy or changing
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society or technology is changing so fast. Everything is changing,
but there is one thing that remains the same, that’s God. God
remains the same. He remains the same. Oh man, his love
remains the same. His mercy remains the same. It’s unchanging,
it’s faithful.

God is faithful to his mercy. His mercy is faithful. His mercy is
always there. His love and kindness is always steady and it’s
always constant. It is always there. That’s the faithfulness of
God. We are not going to turn to this one, but over in the Book of
Lamentations, the writer of Lamentations, he was looking at
everything that had come to ruin. Jerusalem had been destroyed.
The temple had been destroyed. The city was on fire. Everything
was torn down. All hope was lost and the writer there he was just
in dismay. He had his head down. He was just weeping over what
had happened here to the city and it just looked like everything
was over, just gloom and destruction, but rather in the middle of
all that darkness, he said “Wait a minute, there is one thing that
I have, it’s God’s mercy, his faithful, his faithfulness, endurance,
his faithfulness is steady, his mercies are new every morning” and
he thought about God mercies and God’s faithfulness and that
gave him hope. He said “Wait a minute, all is not lost, it’s because
of his mercies. It’s because of his compassions that I’m not
completely destroyed”.

Folks it’s because of his mercy, they were not in hell today. It’s
because of his mercy. His faithfulness, because his compassion
fail not. And so God is faithful. And then, drop down to Verse 7,
Psalms 36. Verse 7, “How excellent” and now the word excellent
is the word precious. How precious is thy loving kindness. Oh
God how precious is thy loving kindness.

Therefore, the children of men put their trust under the shadow
of thy wings. And that word, loving kindness there it is the word
steadfast love, it’s the word steadfast love or unfailing love or
covenant love. It’s something that’s going to remain. It’s
something that’s not going anywhere and you will find that love
and kindness and faithfulness always join together. You see them
quite often. Loving kindness or mercy and faithfulness always
joined together, because God’s mercy is so faithful.

God is so faithful to his love and kindness to us. It’s an unfailing
love. It’s a steadfast love. It’s a love that endures forever. It’s a
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covenant love. It’s a covenant love. How precious is your
steadfast love.

(00:10:00)

And then, in Verse number 10, “Oh continue thy loving kindness
onto them that know thee” and the imagery there is a little baby
drawing from a mother’s breast milk and the writer is saying,
“Lord, let us continue to draw loving kindness from you. Let our
lives be nourished by your loving kindness, by your love and your
goodness to us in life.”

Let’s slip over to Psalms 103. We’ll look at Psalms 103. We’re
tracking God’s kindness, his covenant of kindness. This is grace
in the Old Testament. Remember, kindness is grace in action,
kindness is grace in action. Merciful kindness in the Hebrew is
actually the word “Hasid”. Hasid is grace literally in the Old
Testament, so it is God’s grace showing up in the Old Testament
Hasid, his merciful kindness.

But Psalms 103 and we’ll look at Verse number 8 and we’ll also
look at Verse 11. Notice what it says is there, it says “The Lord
is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy.”
Now, that word plenteous means abound, abounding. He’s
abounding in mercy. Same way we talked about how he was
super abounding in grace. He’s abounding and mercy. He is
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy.

And then, Verse 11:4, “As the heaven is high above the Earth, so
great is his mercy toward them that fear him.” Now, you have to
get a picture of the height of Heaven above the Earth. He says,
“Just as the distance between Heaven and Earth, that great
distance man, that’s how great his mercy is toward us.” Praise
God and that’s a long way.

I remember, hearing a science fact that just from the Earth to the
Sun, I think its 93 millions miles just from the Earth to the Sun.
And I heard a little interesting science fact that said that if you
put a newborn baby in a capsule and you shot the newborn baby
towards the sun travelling at 100 miles per hour, the baby would
be 100 years old when it landed on the Sun. That’s how far we
are from the Heavens.
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And so, he’s saying now that, “Just as the Heavens are high above
the Earth, so great is his mercy toward us.” Praise God. Isn’t that
good? Praise God. Praise God. That’s how great his mercy is
toward us, for as the Heaven is high above the Earth, so great is
his mercy toward them that fear him. Once again, that’s loving
kindness that mercy is translated there as loving kindness.

And let’s look at another, flip over to -- this is one of my favorite
ones, Psalms 1:17, this is one of my favorite ones here. Psalms
1:17 and Verse 2, notice what it says there, it says “For his
merciful kindness is great toward us. His merciful kindness is
great toward us.” That’s something I started saying everyday and
just reminding God. “God, your merciful kindness is great toward
me. Your merciful kindness is great toward me and the truth of
the Lord endureth forever.” That has to do with the covenant
promises that he made with our forefathers that he made with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. That truth endures forever and
ever. And just to show you how great his mercy is toward us, we
were not supposed to have any part of those covenant promises,
because they didn’t belong to the Gentiles.

But God sent his mercy to the gentiles, so that we too could
receive and have a part in these wonderful covenant promises.
And we became the seed of Abraham, because his mercy hit the
gentiles; his mercy hit the gentiles. His mercy is great toward us.
Your seating in here right now, you’re listening right now is
because of God’s mercy, it’s because of God’s mercy. It’s because
of God’s mercy that you’re able to be a partaker, it’s his mercy
that reached out and grabbed us and saved us. It’s the mercy of
God, the mercy of God. Praise God, Praise God. Wasn’t our own
righteousness but it was his mercy that saved us; his mercy that
saved us. Wasn’t our goodness, it was his goodness that saved us.
Praise God. That’s the mercy of God, that’s the mercy of God.

00:14:59

Now, when it says in Psalms 1:17 Verse 2, it says, “His merciful
kindness is great toward us. Father, your merciful kindness is
great toward me.” That word “great” mean it’s strong, is mighty,
is strong, it’s mighty it's strong and it’s mighty. It’s the mercy
that reached in and saved me out of my sins that saved me from
hell. It’s a strong mercy that reached in and poured me out the
mercy of God.
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There are a lot of people who are deliberate simply, because the
mercy of God just reached in and poured them out. Whether it
was a deliverance from drugs or alcohol or some addiction, it was
the mercy of God that just pulled them out of there. And to be
honest with you, sometimes we are so deep in sin, we can’t get out
on our own and it’s the mercy of God that had pulled us out of
there. It’s the mercy of God that had saved us, that had reached
for us. God is always reaching for us. God is always coming after
us. And so, that’s His merciful kindness. God’s not out trying to
destroy people, God’s out trying to save people and that’s his
merciful kindness.

I’ve recalled here in the story of a young man. He had made a
decision that he was going to church and then just go home and
commit suicide. He just said, “Lord, I’m just going to church and
give one last shot.” And he’s like giving up on life, but he was
going to make this last trip to church. And he went to church and
he decided that it was over. He wasn’t getting anything and so,
he decided it was almost over, and so he got up and he walked out
of the sanctuary.

And then, John Osteen, this was actually Joel Osteen’s father.
John Osteen, said he was sitting in the back of the church and he
saw the young man. He had noticed that the young man looked
somewhat troubled. And he said that he got up to go after the
young man. And the young man, -- he later gave the testimony
but he said, “He went everywhere in the church trying to hide
because, he just saw these shoes following him”.

He said there was something distinguished about the shoes and
he said, everywhere he went those shoes were coming. And he
would go around the corner and hide those shoes when he’s
coming around the corner. He said, he went in the restroom to
hide in those shoes, walking over -- he said, everywhere he went,
those shoes were following, he couldn’t get those shoes. And folks,
that’s the kindness of God. That’s the mercy of God that follows
us; that’s looking for us that’s always chasing us, that’s always
after us. That’s the mercy of God, that’s the kindness of God.

God is not willing that anyone should praise God, so always out
to save. He’s always out to redeem, he’s always out to restore.
God didn’t come to destroy, he didn’t come to condemn sinners.
Jesus didn’t come to condemn sinners. Jesus came that through
him, sinners might be saved. And so, if you noticed how Jesus
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lived and how he ministered and how he walked, Jesus was
always covered over in grace. He was always covered over in
grace.

When he went to Zacchaeus and saw Zacchaeus up in the tree,
Jesus then looked up there and says, “You wicked sinner, you’re
going to hell if you don’t repent right now.” You know what Jesus
said? He said, “Hey, Zacchaeus come on down, I want to go to
your house for dinner”. Jesus was gracious. This was the grace
of God, this was a mercy of God, it’s the kindness of God. He was
always reaching. Jesus didn’t come to condemn sinners to hell,
he came so that sinners will receive life and be saved and receive
him as we receive his mercy and his kindness. And so, this
kindness is what we have received from God. This is his merciful
kindness, this is his loving kindness. It’s strong toward us. It’s
mighty toward us.

And I wanted you to just see some of these scriptures as we walk
through. Here’s one I like, we won’t take the time to turn to this
one. But Psalms 63:3, it says, “Your loving kindness is better
than life.” Your loving kindness is better than life. Now, the Holy
Spirit spoke to me one day concerning that verse and he gave it
to me this way and I jotted it down. He said, “When we allow his
kindness to flow through us, it makes life better.” That was the
way the Holy Spirit gave it to me. The Psalm has said, “Your
loving kindness is better than life.” and the Holy Spirit just gave
it to me and he said, “When we allow his kindness to flow through
us it makes life better. We make life better for other people.” We
make life better for ourselves, when we allow God’s kindness to
flow through us. Kindness can change a life. One small act of
kindness can touch a heart and change a life and we make life
better for others through kindness.

00:20:01
And we’re going to continue digging into our covenant of kindness
and I’ll share some more next time, but I just wanted to begin to
show you some of the Old Testament scriptures concerning our
covenant of kindness and we’ll pick it up next time. There was
this woman, she was at a bus stop, she saw a man and he was
looking sort of haggard, not well dressed and she saw another
man walk up to him and put some money in his hand and he saw
the man lean over and whispered something into his ear as he put
the money on his hand.
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And so, when she saw that it kind of warmed her heart and so she
had some cash on her so she decided that she would go over. And
so, she went over and took out $10 and put it on his hands and
she leaned over as well and whispered in his ear and she says,
“Never despair, never despair.” Well, the next day she was at the
bus stop again and the same man was there. And that same man,
he came back to the woman and handed her $100. She was in
amazement, she was puzzled, she was like, “What is this?” he
said, “Never despair won 10 to 1 yesterday at the track”. One act
of kindness can change a person’s life. One act of a kindness can
change a person’s life.

Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. I want
you to go to brothersoftheword.com. You can listen to this
message and this entire series absolutely free of charge. You can
also share it with your friend. Thank you so much for joining us
today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the word.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part 1 of
the series titled, “Our Covenant of Kindness” by C Elijah Bronner.
This message is number 7743, that’s 7743. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 7743 to
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word.

[Music playing]

00:22:24


