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C. Elijah Bronner: The world will never see Jesus unless they see the kindness that
froze out of his people.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part three of
the series titled “Our Covenant of Kindness” by C. Elijah Bronner.
This message is number 7745, that’s 7745. Listen to over a
thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:26 - 00:00:54)

And now for 7745, Our Covenant of Kindness Part III.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word. We welcome all of you joining us by television and
those of you joining us online in brothersoftheword.com and
Facebook live. Thank you for tuning in and streaming us live,
always a wonderful delight to have you to tune in and join us.

Well, I would like to share just a little humor. A woman took her
husband to the doctor for an examination and after the doctor
examined him, he rushed back out to the waiting to the wife and
he said to the wife, “Your husband doesn’t look good.” And the
wife said, “Oh, I know but he is great with the kids and he’s handy
around the house.”

Well, we have been talking about Our Covenant of Kindness, this
is part three. Our Covenant of Kindness or you can shorten it and
say simply, “Covenant Kindness.” Well, let’s look at some
scriptures over in the New Testament. We've taken a good
thorough study of a lot of Old Testament scriptures concerning
God’s kindness toward us. And I want you to see now some
scriptures that talk about our kindness toward each other.

Flip over to the book of Ephesians. We’re looking in the book of
Ephesians. The book of Ephesians, Chapter4 and Verse 31 and
also verse 32, notice what it says there, it says, “Let all bitterness,
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put
away from you with all malice and be kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s
sake hath forgiven you.”

So, just as God has shown us his merciful kindness, as we have
received merciful kindness from God, we are to demonstrate and
exhibit that same kindness toward others. There's another
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scripture in the New Testament, the Book of Colossians. The
Book of Colossians Chapter 3 and Verse 12 and 13, it says the
same thing again, here it says, “Put on therefore, as the elect of
God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies.” There it is right there,
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, lone suffering
forbearing one another and forgiving one another. “If any men
have a quarrel against any even as Christ forgave you, so also do
ye.”

So, just as we have received this kindness from God, we are to
share it with one another. And notice there in Verse 12, it talks
about putting on kindness and then right after that, it talks about
humbleness and you’ll see those two together quite often. In the
Old Testament, the Bible says there, “There are three things that
I require of you and this is to walk humbly, we thy God to love
mercy and to do justly.” To walk humbly, to do what’s right and
to be kind, in other words be kind.

I read a quote the other day that was kind of similar, it said, “Be
humble, work hard and be kind.”

00:05:00

Those are three powerful things, say that with me, “Be humble,
work hard and be kind.” Three great virtues to have in life. So,
kindness is more than just loving people but is loving people more
than they deserve? Is loving people more than they deserve
because that’s how God treated us. So, we have to treat one
another the same way that God treated us. We didn’t deserve
God’s kindness but He gave it to us anyway, His merciful
kindness is great toward us.

So, you can also look at kindness as enjoying God’s goodness so
much that you want others to enjoy too. You’re enjoying God’s
goodness so much in your life and you want to share with others
and the result is kindness. Being kind to others is a result of you
sharing God’s goodness that’s in your life.

Kindness comes from a heart that has tasted the Grace of God.
Well, you appreciate God forgiving you and for God being merciful
to you, and for God blessing you and being so gracious to you and
He’s favoring your life. Kindness is an expression of that, comes
out of a heart that has tasted the Grace of God.
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Let me give you this definition of kindness. Kindness is love with
his work clothes on. I like that one. Kindness is love with his
work clothes on. See, love is the fruit but kindness is the blossom
of the fruit. So, love expresses itself through kindness, it
expresses itself. So, kindness is an action that springs out of love.
So, love expressed is kindness.

But here are some definitions of kindness. Kindness is pleasant,
is gracious, is considerate, is thoughtful, is useful, is being useful
for someone else’s good, is generous, is benevolent actions, is
favorable disposition, is goodness and action, is gentleness in
dealing with others, is hospitality, is readiness to help, is taking
thought of others, is grace and action, it describes the quality to
act for the welfare of those testing your patience, is doing
something that demonstrates love especially to difficult people.
Kindness is caring enough about others that we treat them with
gentleness, graciousness and generosity.

The world can be such a cold and critical, and mean spirited place.
It can be so angry and so hard and harsh out in the world and God
calls us as His people to counter the harshness of the world with
his kindness. The world will never see Jesus unless they see the
kindness that flows out of His people. That’s how the world will
see Jesus. The world knows that we belong to God because of the
way we treat one another. So, kindness is the way that the world
identifies us as how they’ll see Jesus.

There was a little boy, he was selling some of his wares in a busy
train station and some people had rushed by him and they had
knocked all of his wares all over the ground. His little jar of
money spilled and all of his product was just everywhere and the
people just kept going. And there was a gentleman that walked
by, well-dressed gentlemen. He came by and he stooped down.
He comforts the little boy and told him everything was all right
and he helped him pick up all of his product, all of his
merchandise. Helped him pick up all of his coins and his money
and put it back in the jar. And then he even took out a bill out of
his wallet and put it in the boy’s jar and said -- patted him on the
head and said, “Everything is okay.” And he walked on off.

Well, the little boy ran after him, and he says, “Sir, excuse me,
sir.” He said, “Are you Jesus?” Well, see we show the world Jesus
and the man turned around and he says, “Son, I'm not Jesus but
I am one of his followers.” So, the world gets the opportunity to
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see Jesus through the kindness of his people, that’s how the world
will see Jesus.

Just a few weeks ago, I was out at a place in a little plaza and I
was heading back to my car and this woman approached me, and
she said, “I'm pregnant.”

00:10:05

She said, “I'm homeless. I have nowhere to go.” And I ran to my
car. My plan was just to give her a few dollars and I ran to my
car but something said, “Give her more than just a few dollars.”
And I just happened to have a $100 bill in my car and I grabbed
it and I put it on her hand. And she didn’t realize it until she
walked away and she unfolded and looked at it and she just burst
into tears and she said, “My God, my God, thank you, thank you,
thank you.” Folks, we show the world Jesus when they see our
kindness. When they see our kindness, not when they hear our
sermons, not when they hear us quoting scripts, it’s just the
kindness. The kindness is the greatest Evangelistic tool. There
it is, kindness.

More people are won through kindness than through argument.
Kindness wins the world, that’s why God -- the Bible says that
He’s even kind to the evil and the unthankful. Why would He be
kind to the evil and the unthankful, because He is trying to turn
His enemies into friends. He’s trying to change, He’s trying to
reach people.

Now, God will eventually judge. He judges sin and He judges
unrighteousness and He judges evil. He judges it, but God is so
gracious and merciful, He extends His arms of mercy and He
advice them, He tries to win them for the longest through His
kindness and through His mercy. He’s always extending an
opportunity. God’s not trying to destroy, God’s trying to save,
He’s always trying to save. So, kindness can turn an enemy into
a friend that’s why we are kind to our enemies.

I like something that Booker T. Washington -- he was president
of a college and during these times of racial, tension and the
unfair ridicule and treatment that he received as he was trying to
educate young people, being of a minority race and facing all of
the discrimination and the hardships that he faced of that time.
But he said this, he said, “I will not allow any man to make me
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lower myself by hating him. The only way I can destroy my enemy
is to make him my friend.” Kindness, that’s the power of
kindness.

I was in another plaza a couple weeks ago as well and once again,
I was headed back to my car. I don’t why people catch me heading
back to my car. When I was heading back to my car, this Hispanic
gentleman approached me and he had a little stack of papers.
And he was trying to let me know that he didn’t speak English or
didn’t read English that well and he was trying to put together a
job application and he was wondering if I could help him.

Now, my first instinct, we live in some very perilous times today,
and you have to be very careful when you help. So, my first
instinct was to look around to make sure I wasn’t being setup,
make sure I wasn’t put myself in an ambush. So, I did survey my
area and once I realized he was sincere, I took the time to go
through each page, help him answer each question, helped him
filled out his application.

And when I finished, now there was a little language barrier
between us, but I want you to know that kindness speaks every
language. It breaks down all barriers. He understood my
language of kindness and he was just so overwhelmed with
gratitude, kindness, kindness.

So, kindness is such a powerful force in our world. Today, there
was a woman in the post office who is in the long line in the post
office to buy some stamps. And somebody said to her and said,
“You don’t have to stand in this long line. You can just simply go
to the machine and get your stamps.” She said, “Yeah, I could but
the machine won’t smile and won’t ask me how my arthritis is.”
Kindness, we live in such an impersonal world because of all
around automation. But kindness is so desperately needed in our
world.

I started looking at the life of Jesus and I just wanted to highlight
some things that I noticed about Jesus and His extraordinary
kindness. Now, one thing I noticed about Jesus.

00:15:00

Jesus was just extraordinarily patient, He was extraordinarily
kind. Jesus cared about people and this is the picture of God.
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Jesus is God incarnate walking the earth so we got a picture of
God but Jesus always took time for people. He always treated
people with so much kindness, so much considerateness, so much
thoughtfulness. He was always willing to help. He took time for
people. Jesus cared about people, He cared about people. And he
express kindness to people in so many variety of ways but I
noticed that He expressed kindness by listening to people, by
giving people His time, by giving them His attention, be healing
them. But Jesus was always kind, He never turned anyone away.
He was always, always kind. He allowed himself to be
interrupted. He would be going one place and someone would
interrupt Him with a need. Jesus would always take the time to
address that need no matter how busy He was.

Kindness wouldn’t force Him to stop. There was one time Jesus
was walking through town headed somewhere. And blind
Bartimaeus just yelled on he said, “Have mercy.” Now, remember
mercy is that merciful kindness, covenant kindness is the seed of
God. And Bartimaeus yelled out, “Have mercy on me,” the Bible
says Jesus stood still after call of kindness, he stood still and said,
“Bring him to me.”

He was just so kind, Jesus was extraordinarily kind. He always
took time for people, He always treated people well, He always so
kindness to desperate people, and He was always kind. He took
time to listen to people’s story, He just took time to forgive, to
heal, to bless. He always took time, He always took time for
people. Jesus always listen to people.

I realized that you express kindness to people by listening to
them, by sharing your time with them, by sharing your attention
with them, you express your kindness.

Let me share you something with you that I read that was pretty
interesting along these lines. Erma Bombeck she told about a
time when she was so tired of listening. And she had listened to
her son tell detail about a movie he had just seen punctuated(ph)
by at least a thousand “you knows” and “okays.”

Then she had received several telephone calls filled with mindless
chatter that never seemed to end. So, it was with genuine relief
that she was able to tell the last caller that she had to rush off to
the airport. She got into a taxi cab and as the taxi cab driver took
her to the airport he told her all about his son who had won a
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scholarship to college and how he was making straight As. And
Erma had to sit there and listen to it all.

She said, “But once I gotten to the airport and realized that I was
30 minutes early, I breathed a sigh of relief and thought, I have
30 whole minutes when I don’t have to listen to anybody. I can
just sit here and read my book and not be bothered at all.”

But no sooner had I opened my book when an elderly female voice
said to me”, “I bet its cold in Chicago,” “I suppose,” Erma Bombeck
replied without looking up from here book. “I haven't been in
Chicago for years,” the woman said, “My son lives there,” “That’s
nice,” said Erma. Then the woman continued on, “My husband’s
body is on this plane, we were married for 53 years. I don’t drive,
you see, and the funeral director was so nice he drove me to the
airport today.” Erma recalls her voice droned on. He was a
woman who didn’t want money or advice or council. All she
wanted was someone to listen and in desperation she had turned
to a total stranger with her story.

Erma said, “She continued to talk to me until they announced
that we were boarding the plane. She walked onto the plane and
then I saw her sit down in another section. And as I hanged up
my coat, I heard her say to the person next to her, ‘I bet its cold
in Chicago.”

Sometimes, people just want somebody to listen. We show
kindness by just being an ear and opening our heart and to let
someone express themselves. Sometimes, someone just needs
attention, they need to know somebody cares.

I read this little story. There were some construction workers and
they were building a high-rise across the street from a hospital.
And as they were working on the third floor, they noticed a little
girl standing in the third floor window of the hospital watching
them work. And one day, they looked across and saw the little
girl hold up a poster that said, “My name is Lisa, what are your
names?”

So, the next day, the construction workers came back with some
poster boards and markers and they all wrote down their names.
“My name is Bob, my name is Bill, my name is Harry, how old are
you?” The next day, the little girl held up a sign that said, “I am
seven years old, how old are you?” Well, this went on for several
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days. But one day, they noticed that Lisa wasn’t at her usual
place in the window. So at break time, one of the workers called
the hospital and asked for a third floor nurse. He asked if she
could tell him anything at all about Lisa. The nurse said that
Lisa had taken a turn for the worst and was now in intensive care.
So, the construction workers pulled their money and bought some
flowers and gifts on a card and wrote a note on it and sent it to
Lisa in intensive care. Several days past by and then another
sign appeared at the window, “Lisa past away, but thank you all
so much for your kindness.”

You never know when someone just needs our time, our attention,
just needs someone to care. The world would never care how
much you know until they know how much you care. And we have
the awesome privilege everyday and the awesome opportunity
everyday to show the kindness of God to look for ways everyday
to be kind to people, to be good to people, to allow the kindness of
God to touch a bitter and a cold world. We can warm it with the
kindness of God through a smile, or a kind word, a kind gesture,
a kind deed. We have the opportunity everyday to be like Jesus
and to be kind, to be useful to be considerate, to be helpful, to be
a blessing and show the world what Christ looks like, praise God.

Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to
brothersoftheword.com. You can listen to this message in its
entirety absolutely free of charge, Covenant and Kindness or our
Covenant of Kindness. You can also email and then share it with
a friend. But thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers
of the Word because brother, you need the word.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part three
of the series titled, “Our Covenant of Kindness” by C. Elijah
Bronner. This message is number 7745, that’s 7745. To listen to
over a thousand free messages or to send this message number
7745 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word.

(Music Playing)
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