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C. Elijah Bronner: Be thankful for what you do have. Don’t worry about what you
don’t have. Give thanks to what you do have.

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This is Part Two of
the series titled, “God’s Promises for Your Provision” by C. Elijah
Bronner. This message is number 7747. That’s 7747. Listen to
over a thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com.

(Music 00:00:23-00:00:52)

Female: And now for 7747 “God’s Promises for your Provision” Part Two.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because the brother,
you need the Word. We welcome all of you joining us on television,
those of you joining us live online at Brothers of the Word, and
Facebook Live. Welcome to today’s service, always a wonderful
joy and delight to have you to tune in and join us.

Well, we’d like to share just a little humor. An 88-year-old man
was walking down the sidewalk one day and as he was walking,
he saw a nice little frog sitting on the ground and the frog looked
up at the old man and said, “If you kiss me, I’ll turn into a
beautiful princes.” And without hesitation, the old man picks up
the frog and puts it in his shirt pocket. And as the old man
continues to walk, the frog says to him, “Why haven’t you kissed
me?” The old man replies, he said, “At my age, I’d rather have a
talking frog.”

Well, we are doing Part Two of something we’d begun last time
and we’d started a little series entitled, “God’s Promises for Your
Provision.” God’s Promises for your Provision. And we began to
discover the covenant name of God being Jehovah Jireh, the Lord
our Provider, the Lord our Provider. And we looked at some New
Testament scriptures, we looked at Philippians 4:19, “My God
shall supply all your need according to his riches and glory by
Christ Jesus.” We also looked at Second Corinthians Chapter 9
in verse 8 which says that, “God is able to make all grace.” Once
translation says, “Every favor and earthly blessing to come to you
in abundance so that you might be thoroughly furnished and have
sufficiency in all things and thoroughly furnished unto every good
works.”

So, those are some good scriptures to have as a framework for
knowing God’s provision in your life. As said in Corinthians 9:8,
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Philippians 4:19. And once again, those scriptures were talking
particularly to givers. So, if you are a giver, you ought to just
rejoice and know that -- Father, thank you for making all grace,
every favor and earthly blessing come to me in abundance so that
I am thoroughly furnished and I that I have sufficiency in all
things furnished on the every good work.

And then we also looked at Luke 6:38 which says, “Give, give, and
it shall be given unto you, good measure pressed down, shaken
together and running over shall me and give unto your bosom.”

And I began to share some principles regarding God as Jehovah
Jireh, our provider. And I shared that God has always provided
for his people and he always will. I’ll also share that God is our
source. We are not to depend on anyone or anything other than
God. God is our source and he wants us to trust him and only him
and we have our full dependency and trust in God as our provider,
as our source. And number three; we said that, “Giving
guarantees provision for our lives.” Giving guarantees provision
for our lives. And then number four, we said that “God provides
in ways that you do not expect.” God provides in ways that you
do not expect. God controls everything in heaven and earth.
Everything is at his disposal. God has everything at his disposal
and we talked about how even the ravens fed Elijah. They were
under God’s command, as he commanded the ravens and they fed
him.

00:05:10

I was actually reading an interesting account about two
individuals and they actually had animals that supply their need
and this was in modern times. One man said he was in the middle
of a huge storm for three days and he was able to get into a hollow
of a big tree and that’s where he took shelter, and he said he was
trapped there for three days in these torrential storms, in this
particular forest and he said there was a squirrel that came by
everyday and left him a little pile of nuts. He said every day, the
little squirrel just showed up left a little trail of nuts there for him
to eat and he saw that as God’s hand providing for him.

There was another man, I was reading about him. He was
actually living during the time of some of the Crusaders and
under heavy persecution and so he had found refuge and safety
in this attic. He was hiding out in this attic as troops were in the
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area to persecute and to kill Christians, and he was hiding in this
little attic. He said everyday he was there with no food and he
said, every day a hen would walk by and lay an egg, every day
without fail. He said the hen walked by every day and laid an egg
for 18 days. He said it did not show up on the 19th day, and at
that time he heard people yelling in the streets that the armies
are gone.

But God provided, the God still supplies. He is still Jehovah Jireh
today. God is still Jehovah Jireh today. He is unchangeable. He
is unchangeable in his name. He is unchangeable in his nature.
God, he is eternally our provider. We also said the God is never
late, he is normally not early either, but he is always right on
time. God has perfect timing, God has perfect timing.

A pastor needed one million dollars for the building they were
purchasing and the settlement date was getting closer and closer,
and he just kept praying. Then, the day before the settlement
date, an envelope arrived in the mail. It was a check for one
million dollars. He said, “Lord, why didn’t you send this earlier?”
The Lord said, “You didn’t need earlier.” So, God is right on time.
God’s timing is perfect, God’s timing is perfect and God will use
anything and everything, heaven and earth are at his disposal,
but God’s supplies our need.

This particular morning, this woman walked to her front gate and
she shouted, “Praise the Lord!” And each time she did that the
atheist next door would yell back, “There is no Lord!” And one
day she prays, she says “Lord, I’m hungry. Please send me some
food,” and the following morning she discovered a big bag of
groceries on her front porch, “Praise the Lord!” she shouted.
Suddenly, her neighbor jumped from behind a bush, “I told you,
there was no Lord,” he said, “I bought those groceries for you.”
“Praise the Lord,” the woman said, “He not only sent me groceries,
he made the devil pay for them.” So, God will use anyone, God
will use anything in heaven and earth to provide for his people.
God provides for his people. He is our provider.

I wanted to share some scripture and look at some principles over
in the Gospel of John and this is the account of the feeding of the
multitude, the 5,000. But John chapter six, John chapter six, is
a particular account of the feeding of the 5,000. This account is
actually, is in all four of the gospels, feeding of the 5,000. And so
I had to look at each account just to pull principles from each
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account. But, I really like the scenario that’s given in John’s
gospel chapter six, but I did pull some truths and principles from
some of the other narratives and some of the other gospels that
had a little differences in them, some different twist and little
different principles that they had. And so, I tried to pull all of
them together.

But I just want to take a look at John chapter six and we begin to
look at some of the principles here, where provision was made and
we see God providing John chapter six. And notice, beginning
with verse five, when Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a
great company or crowd, he saith unto Philip, “Whence shall we
buy bread, that these may eat?”

Now, one of the other narratives put it this way -- it actually said
that, Jesus was very concerned about the crowd because they had
been with him for a long time and he did not want to send them
away with nothing to eat. He did not want them faint. He did
not want to them fall out. He did not want them to be without
food. And so, that spokes something to me about God’s provision.

00:10:00

That God is concerned. God is concerned for our welfare. God is
concerned for our well-being. God cares. God cares about your
needs. Turn to your neighbors and say, “God cares about your
needs.”

God cares about your needs. First Peter chapter five, verse seven
says, “Cast all your care over on him for he careth for you.” He
careth for you. God cares. God cares about your needs. He cares
about your individual needs. He cares. The Greek word for care
is word melo and it means to take care of, to attend to one’s need.
God careth for you. God careth for you. He cares about your
needs.

And so, Jesus raises a question in John six, “Where we going to
go and buy food?” Because he cared. He wanted to feed the
people. He wanted them to have sustenance. He wanted them to
have food for nourishment and it showed that he cared. He cared.
Praise God. Aren’t you glad that God cares? God cares about me.
God cares about you, and God cares about our needs. He cares
about our needs.
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Now, look at verse six, “And this he said to prove him. For he
himself knew what he would do.” Now, this says something and
I noticed this, Jesus already knew what he was going to do. He
already knew what he was going to do. This lets us know that the
supply for every need is determined beforehand in God’s mind.
God already has seen your need and he has already made
provision for your need before you even ever have a need, God has
already provided for that need.

Jesus already knew what he was going to do beforehand. He
already knew what he was going to do. In fact, the word Jehovah
Jireh, has to do with the fact the God sees, God sees ahead. God
sees ahead and provides. Jesus knew beforehand what he was
going to do, so he was simply testing the disciples. He already
knew what he was going to do, he already knew that God’s supply
would furnish, God’s supply would furnish a table for those 5,000
people. Notice -- I’m getting a little ahead of myself but, notice
the number given is 5,000. Five thousand men, not counting
women and children.

And he used five loaves and two fish, so you have five loaves, you
have 5,000 -- the number five, with the number 5 is the number
of grace, lets us know that God blesses us out of the richest of his
grace, all of our blessings come from riches of God’s grace. And so
is his grace that blesses us, his grace that blesses us.

Now, notice here in -- drop down to -- in verse six, “Jesus already
knew what he would do, so God knows beforehand.” God already
knows beforehand about our needs and he’s already seen ahead
and provided for our needs.

Now in one of the other accounts, I think it’s actually in the Gospel
of Matthew. Jesus said this, he said this -- they told Jesus what
they had, you know, that they had two fish and five loaves. Jesus
immediately says, “Bring them here to me.” Bring them here to
me. In other words, he is saying to us, “Submit what you have to
God first.” Submit what you have to God first. No matter how
little and how small it is, submit what you have to God first.
Jesus said, “Bring them here to me,” that’s the tithe. Tithe
doesn’t simply mean tenth, it means the first tenth. The first
tenth -- “Bring them here to me,” and we bring it to God, bring to
God whatever you have no matter, how little it is, no matter how
small it is, bring it to God first that represents our tithe. Seek ye



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7747.mp3

first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these
things shall be added unto you.

In the Old Testament, you will see the Prophet Elijah as he goes
to a widow woman and she has just a little meal and just a little
oil. And she says, “I’m going to make a cake for me and my son,
we’re going to die.” Elijah says, “Make me the first cake, bring it
to me first.” Same principle. And so God requires us to bring it -
- to seek him first, to put it in his hands first and he says, “Bring
them here to me.” Submit what you have to God first. Even if it’s
a little, little is much in the hands of God. Little is much in the
hands of God. No matter how little it seems, bring it and put it
in to the hands of God.

00:15:03

And now drop down -- here’s another principle I want you to see
in John 6, drop down to verse 11, “And Jesus took the loaves and
when he had given thanks.” Now, he didn’t have a little, but he
gave thanks for the little that he had. And that lets us know to
give thanks, be thankful for what you do have, be thankful for
what you do have. Don’t worry about what you don’t have, give
thanks for what you do have. No matter how small it is, thank
God for the little that you do have.

And this is really the seed principle that everybody has something
to be thankful for. Everybody has something, there is no one
without anything, everybody has something. God gives
everybody something and that’s the seed principle. Everyone has
a seed, everyone has something. And I noticed from looking at all
of this provision accounts throughout the Bible, God always had
something to work with, He always had something, no matter
how small, He always had something. Here, it was two fish and
five loaves, what is that among, you know, probably 20,000
people. But he had something to work with. Our God needs
something to work with, just something.

You will find other occasions throughout scripture where it was
something small but he always had something. He always had
something to work with and -- turn to your neighbor and say,
“What is it that you have? What is it that you have?” You have
to take inventory of your life, find out what is it that you have.
You have something, you have something.
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When the prophet showed up in the old covenant, when the
prophet showed up, he asked the widow woman, she said, “The
debtors are coming, and I’m afraid they are going to take my sons
and take them as slaves because I can't pay my debts.” First thing
the prophet asked, where he said, “What is it that you have in
your house?” He said, “What do you have in your house?” What
do you have in your house? So she said, “I don’t have anything,
except a pot of oil.” That was it. That’s all he needed.

Our God needs something. Our God needs is just a little; all he
needs is something to work with. What is it that you have? It can
be an idea, it can be a gift or a talent, it can be a song, it can be a
book, it can be a relationship. God always gives us something.
We always have something. What is it that you have? You have
to take inventory of your life. What is it that I have that God can
breathe on? What is it that I have? What is it that I have? God
always gives us something to work with and that becomes a seed.

So, Jesus took what he had and he gave thanks. So, take
inventory of your life. Find out what it is that you have. Whether
it’s a skill, or whether it’s an opportunity, an idea, a gift or a
talent, it’s something. God gives us something. He gives everyone
something. He gives everyone something.

I saw a man one time. He was completely destitute, he had
nothing. He took his hands and made an instrument. He started
playing music through his hands and that’s how he made his
money. God gives everybody something. God gives everybody
something, everybody something. He gives everybody something.

So, you have to take your inventory to see what is it that you have.
Take inventory and see what is it that you have. God gives
everyone something and so Jesus gave thanks, even though it
wasn’t much, he gave thanks for what he had. He gave thanks
for what he had. So, don’t worry about what you don’t have,
maximize what you do have. Don’t worry about what you don’t
have. You can’t do anything with which you don’t have.
Maximize what you do have. Take inventory of what you have,
learn to maximize what you have. Turn to your neighbor and say,
“Maximize what you have.” Maximize what you have. Maximize
what you have.

Now, here’s next the principle I noticed here in John 6. I noticed
that Jesus gave instructions. You have to always obey his
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instructions. Whenever I saw God provide, I saw instruction
given first and so, Jesus gave instruction. He told them, he said,
“I need everyone to sit down.” And they had to sit down in a
certain way. They had to sit down in groups of hundreds and
groups of fifties. He arranged them and they had to follow his
instructions. God will always give you some instructions. When
you need provision, the key is to be close enough to God where you
can hear his instruction, where you can get the instruction, where
you can follow the instruction. God always gives instruction.

Remember when Jesus did his first miracle at the wedding in
Cana of Galilee? And Jesus said, “You know, it’s not my time yet.”
And his mother told the attendants who were there, she says,
“Whatever he tells you all to do, do it.” She understood that
instruction had to be given. And if we learn to obey God’s
instruction, obey God’s instruction but you have to be close
enough to God, you got to be near enough and quiet enough in his
presence to get his instructions, to get his instructions. He’ll
always give instructions, he’ll always give instruction.

00:20:01

Every supply that I saw God give, God had always given
instruction. Always look for instruction. “Lord, what is it that I
need to do?” God allows us to cooperate when He provides for us
and he gives us instructions. He always gives us instructions.
God’s provisions are strategically placed along the pathway of
obedience. All of God’s provisions are strategically placed along
the pathway of faithful obedience and so He always gives
instructions.

And then, the final couple of things I noticed here in this divine
provision, is that God uses people. God uses people. God uses
people. Between the multiplying hands of Christ and the hundred
multitudes, there was opportunity for service and ministry. He
gave it to the disciples and the disciples served the people. God
uses people. It was a little boy who gave the lunch. Without the
little boy, this would not have taken place. Nobody ever talks
about the little boy. I can’t find anything in scripture that talks
about the little boy. But the more and more I thought about it,
there’s no way Jesus let the little boy slip away without saying
something to him.
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Little boy gave up his lunch. Do you know how hard it is to get
the lunch out of a little boy? This little boy gave up his lunch.
And I know Jesus said something to this little boy before the day
was over. It’s not in scriptures so I can’t prove it, but I know Jesus
said something to the little boy. He commended him. I’m sure he
commended him as a son, “You see all these people that have
eaten today is because of your generosity. It’s because you are a
giver. I’m proud of you son, I’m proud of you. You are as an
exemplary example of servanthood. Thank you for your
cheerfulness, you’re going to be great son, because you already
showing seeds of great.” I’m sure Jesus poured into this little boy,
he poured into this little boy. Never heard anybody preach on the
little boy but he was a seed of the whole miracle. God uses people.
God uses people.

And then finally, there were 12 baskets left over, there were 12
baskets. God always gives you more than enough. God always
gives you more than enough and I don’t find scripture for this
either but I believed the 12 baskets was sent home with the little
boy. Because he’s the one that sowed the seed, he is the one that
sowed the seed. I believe those 12 disciples each carried a basket
home for the little boy. Praise God, God always multiplies our
seeds that are sown. He always gives us more than enough, so
that we can be a blessing to others

Those are just a few little principles I noticed just from the fish
and the loaves, account there throughout scripture. And we’re
going to look at some other accounts because I just find some
interesting, interesting truths and principles throughout God’s
word about his wonderful, wonderful provision in our lives.

I want to read this last little story and then I’m done. I found this
to be very fascinating. This is about the Dallas Theological
Seminary and the seminary had gone into financial trouble and it
came to the point of just about bankruptcy and all the creditors
were preparing to foreclose at noon on a particular day and that
morning they met in the President’s office with a Dr. Chafer for
prayer, that God would provide.

In that prayer meeting, was a man by the name of Harry Ironside,
and when it was his turn to pray, he prayed in his characteristic
manner. He said, “Lord, we know that the cattle on the thousand
hills are dying. Please sell some of them and send us the money.”
While they were praying, a tall Texan with the boots on and an
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open collar stepped up to the business office and said, “I just sold
two car loads of cattle in Fort Worth. I’ve been trying to make a
business deal but it failed through and I feel compelled to give the
money to the seminary. I don’t know if you need it or not, but
here’s the check.”

A little secretary took the check and knowing how critical things
were financially, went to the door of the prayer meeting and
timidly tapped. When she finally got a response that, Dr. Chafer
took the check out of her hand. It was exactly the amount of the
debt. When he looked at the name, he recognized the cattleman
in Fort Worth and turning to Dr. Ironside, he said, “Harry, God
sold the cattle.” God provides wonderfully and generously and
abundantly and freely.

00:25:00

God provides freely for all of our needs. God loves to be generous
with us, he loves to bless us. You know, the reason God tells us
to be cheerful givers is because he’s a cheerful giver, that’s why
he tells us to be. God loves giving, he loves giving to his children
and providing for us in unusual ways and strange ways.

So, God is so awesome and I’m just having so much fun doing this
little study on Jehovah-Jireh, our provider, praise God. Those of
you watching it by television, I want you to go to
BrothersoftheWord.com, you can listen to this message and this
entire series absolutely free of charge. You can also email it to a
friend.

Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the Word
because brother, you need the Word.

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was Part Two
of the series titled, “God’s Promises for Your Provision” by C.
Elijah Bronner. This message is number 7747, that’s 7747. To
listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message
number 7747 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iWantToGive.com. That’s
iWantToGive.com.
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Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because, brother, you
need the Word.

(Music Playing: 00:26:28 - End)

00:26:37


