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C. Elijah Bronner: The man who lives for himself is a failure; the man who lives for
others has achieved true success.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is Part 5 of the
series titled “God's Promises for Your Provision” by C. Elijah
Bronner. This message is number 7751. That’s 7751. Listen to
over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:25 - 00:00:53)

Automated Voice: And now for 7751, God's Promises for Your Provision Part 5.

C. Elijah Bronner: Well, thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because,
brother, you need the Word. We welcome all of you joining us via
television and those of you joining us online at
brothersoftheword.com and Facebook Live. Welcome to today’s
service. Always a wonderful, wonderful delight and joy to have
you to tune in and join us.

We’d like to share just a little humor. A man and his wife were having some problems
at home, and so, they were giving each other the silent treatment.
And so, the next day, the man realized that he would need his
wife to wake him up five AM for an early morning business flight
to Chicago. And not wanting to be the first to break the silence,
he wrote on a piece of paper, "Please wake me up at five AM."
Well, the next morning the man woke up only to discover it was
eight o'clock, that he had missed his flight and he was furious. He
was about to go and see why his wife didn’t wake him when he
noticed a piece of paper by the bed that said, "It is five AM, wake
up!"

Well, we’ve been sharing a series entitled "God's Promises for Our Provision" and
we've been looking at different scriptures and different accounts
and scripture that show the heart of God, how He is a faithful God
and providing for all of our needs. God has always supplied our
needs and He always will. He has always supplied the needs of
His people and He always will. He supplies all of our needs.
Everybody say all. He supplies all of our needs, not just one
particular type but a variety of types of needs. God provides all
of our needs.

One day I was in the bed one night and the Holy Spirit just woke me up and he showed
me the scripture. It says that Jesus healed them all. And he just
opened my eyes and showed me that, he says, “Son, I didn’t just
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heal physical illness, I healed all. There was some that had
broken hearts. I healed all. I healed all." And so He provides for
all of our needs. Praise God. That’s our wonderful Heavenly
Father.

Well, we've been studying a particular text I want to look back at. We left off last
time in the Gospel of John Chapter 2 and we'll sort of read our
way and teach our way through the first 10 verses or so of this
particular account. This is Jesus’ very first miracle at the
wedding in Cana of Galilee. We started into this last time, and I
just want to look at some more things here. It’s a powerful
account. His very first miracle as an occasion of provision when
they had run out and their God was to provide miraculously.

And so we can start there John Chapter 2 in Verse 1 and it says, "In the third day,
there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee and the Mother of Jesus
was there and both Jesus was called or invited and His disciples
to the marriage.” Now notice last time I told you that Mary was
probably working. She was probably part of the crew there
helping to direct the wedding so notice it says she was already
there. She wasn’t invited. She was just there. But Jesus was
invited and His disciples, they were invited. Now that says
something because this entire account speaks to us on many
different levels. But Jesus was invited and His disciples were
invited along with Him. And that says to us that where He is,
shall we be also, that wherever He goes, that we are allowed to
feast with Him.

00:05:00

Those that are followers of Christ also feast with Christ. And so notice those close to
Him, they were with Him in that invitation and this entire
account actually speaks of is a parallel between the church and
Christ, that we have been invited to the marriage supper of the
lamb. And we shall have eternal communion with Him, this
wonderful marriage, Christ and His church and so also, it shows
you that the invitation given to His disciples, it says something to
us that when you love Christ, our love to Christ is shown by the
love we show to those who are His. They not only invited Christ,
they invited Christ’s disciples. So, we show our love to Christ by
showing love to those who are His. And so, how we are with
people tells us where we are with God. How we are with people,
it shows us where we are with God. So they not only invited
Jesus, but they invited those that He loved.
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And then look at Verse 3 and when they wanted wine or when they ran out of wine,
the Mother of Jesus saith unto him, "They have no wine," and
Jesus saith unto her, "Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine
hour is not yet come.” Now he called his mother “woman”. He's
not being disrespectful, but in these times, woman was kind of a
term that actually referred to authority, those that have
prominence and so it was a respectful term and He honors His
mother. Jesus actually was letting her know, His mom, you know,
my ministry really hasn’t started yet. It’s not my time to get
started. So, He honored his mother and He went ahead and did
a miracle even though it wasn’t His time to begin in the ministry.
He honored His mother. I believe He did that for mom‘s sake.
Some things you do for your mother. So, Jesus shows His heart
there and His respect and His honor for His mother.

Now here's something interesting that I find in the life of Jesus is that Mary, His
mother actually represents all of us. I want you to notice how she
was able to have her request granted. She represents the family
of God. She represents the family of God. In fact, Jesus himself
said on two occasions, He was teaching in a particular home, the
workers came to Him and said, "Your mother and your brethren
are outside and they need to see you.” Jesus said, "Who is my
mother? Who are my brethren?" He said those who do the will of
the father, those are my mother and my brother. That’s my real
family. And so, Jesus downplayed this earthly family to include
all of us, that if you do the will of God, you are His family. If you
hear the word and do it, Jesus said, "That’s my mama. That’s my
mama. That’s my brother. That’s my sister." And so Mary
represents how she was able to have her request granted. She
represents all of us, how easily we can go to Him and have our
prayers answered, have our requests granted. The scripture says
that whatever you ask the Father in His name, He'll do it. And
so she shows the ease of having your request granted when you
approach Him.

And here we also see that Mary in Verse 3 says, "And when they wanted wine, the
Mother of Jesus saith unto Him they have no wine." And notice
she is actually concerned about somebody else. Mary is concerned
about others. She's not doing this for herself. This is somebody
else's wedding. And so Mary is approaching on behalf of someone
else. It lets us know that we ought to be concerned for the needs
of others, not merely our own needs and our own wants, but we
should be concerned for the needs of others.



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7751.mp3

Philippians Chapter 2 Verse 4 says that we should look after the interest of others,
not just our own interest. I like something that Joe Ehrmann
said. He said, "At the end of our life, we ought to be able to look
back over it from our deathbed and know somehow the world is a
better place because we lived, we loved, we were others-centered,
others-focused," and so that's what Mary portrayed there. Mary
was actually seeking an answer. She was making a request on
behalf of somebody else so she was others-centered, others-
focused. We ought to be concerned about the needs of others. I
like something that Dr. Norman Vincent Peale said, "The man
who lives for himself is a failure. The man who lives for others
has achieved true success.”

00:10:05

And so we gained something from the heart of Mary as she was seeking for someone
else, as she lived for others.

Now I want you to notice these three things we find about
receiving provision from God; three particular keys I picked up in
this account. Number one I picked up that in our time of need,
we are to pray and we are to lay our case out before God. That’s
number one. In your time of need you pray and you lay out your
case before God. You plead your case before God. Then number
two, we are to be quiet enough and close enough to get His
instruction. Be quiet enough and close enough to get His
instruction. And number three, we have to be willing to do as He
instructs. Be willing to do as He instructs.

In every biblical miracle, you'll find these two components; number one, you have to
have a need and number two, you have to be willing to participate.
Everybody say, “Participate”. You have to be willing to
participate. You have to have a need. These are the two criteria
to every biblical miracle you'll find in scripture. You have to have
a need. Number two, you have to be willing to participate. You
have to be willing to participate. I like something that Pauline
Kezer. She says, "When you do nothing, you feel overwhelmed
and powerless, but when you get involved, you feel the sense of
hope and accomplishment that comes from knowing you are
working to make things better." So, there is a feeling of hope and
accomplishment knowing that you are working to make things
better, when you get involved. You have to have a need, number
one and you have to be willing to participate, number two. Isaac
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Singer said, this he says, "When you are willing to make an effort,
great miracles and wonderful treasures are in store." So, you
have to have a need and you have to be willing to participate. So,
you lay your case before God, you be close enough to get His
instruction, then be willing to do what He instructs you to do. Be
willing to obey His instruction. So, those are some powerful key
points that I noticed from this particular account of God providing
and making provision for His people.

Now let's slip down to Verse number 5. We start Verse 5. He
says, "His mother saith unto the servants, ‘Whatsoever He saith
unto you, do it.’ And there were set there six water of pots of stone
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews containing two or
three firkins apiece,” and so most scholars believe that these big
water pots were able to hold about 20 to 30 gallons of water. So,
Jesus turned a lot of water into wine. So, this is probably 150
gallons of water that He turned into wine. So, these were huge
water pots that they use for ceremonial cleansing and so forth.

And then in Verse 7, “Jesus saith unto them, ‘Fill the water pots with water.’” And
they filled them up to the brim. Everybody say, “Brim”. Filled
them to the brim. They filled them to the brim. Now that spoke
something to me, that word brim. They filled them to the brim. I
think that’s there to say something to us. They filled them to the
brim. That says to us don’t sell yourself short. Don’t sell yourself
short. Don’t settle for too little. Don’t do the minimum. Don’t do
the minimum. Notice filled them to the brim. Don’t do the
minimum.

Go a bit further than you’ve ever gone before. Stretch your thinking. Stretch your
believing. Stretch your vision. Don’t limit God. Don’t limit God.
Live with expectancy. Don’t leave any room for doubt and
unbelief. Fill them to the brim. Fill them to the brim. Believe
larger. Believe larger. Turn to your neighbor and say, “Believe
larger.” They fill them to the brim. Talk with people who are
smarter than you. Listen to those who have more insight than
you. Ask questions of those who are more successful than you.
You’re stretching your capacity. You're increasing your capacity.
Do more. Turn to your neighbor and say, “Do more”. Go a little
bit further than you've ever gone. They fill them to the brim,
maximum capacity. We’re to grow to our maximum potential.
We’re to grow to our maximum potential.

00:15:00
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They fill them to the brim. Live life with expectancy. God wants to do more. God
has more in store. Turn to your neighbor and say, “God has more
in store”. God has more in store. I love the way that they fill
them to the brim. That showed their faith.

I like this little poem entitled “Do More.” It says, “Do more than exist, live. Do more
than hear, listen. Do more than agree, cooperate. Do more than
talk, communicate. Do more than grow, bloom. Do more than
spend, invest. Do more than think, create. Do more than work,
excel. Do more than share, give. Do more than decide, discern.
Do more than consider, commit. Do more than forgive, forget. Do
more that help, serve. Do more than coexist, reconcile. Do more
than sing, worship. Do more than think, plan. Do more than
dream, do. Do more than see, perceive. Do more than read, apply.
Do more than receive, reciprocate. Do more than choose, focus.
Do more than wish, believe. Do more than advise, help. Do more
than speak, impart. Do more than encourage, inspire. Do more
than add, multiply. Do more than change, improve. Do more
than reach, stretch. Do more than ponder, pray. Do more than
just live, live for Jesus.” Do more. So notice they fill those water
pots to the brim, maximum capacity. We’re to reach and go for
our maximum potential in life.

Now this also speaks of God's abundance. When Jesus made
nearly 200 gallons of wine here, that was more than enough for
the wedding party. They had plenty left over. In fact, He
probably had parting gifts for the couple. You know, they had
wine left over to take with them. He blessed the wedding couple
and that’s the way God does it. And so it speaks of God’s nature
as being an abundant God. Everything God has is so abundant
and whenever He did a miracle of provision, it was always more
than enough, always plenty left over. That’s the way God does
things. So it speaks of His abundant provision. The abundant
provisions of God.

Here are some interesting scriptures about His abundant
provision. John 10:10 says, "He provides abundant life." Psalms
36:8 says, "He provides abundant joy." Romans 5:17 says, "He
provides abundant grace." Ephesians 3:20 says, "He provides
abundant power." So, God is just abundant. Everything He has
is just unlimited. His resources are unlimited and God is our
source and He is abundant in everything that He has.
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Now I want you to notice now, there are so many parallels in this particular account
to Christians and the church. You’ll notice that Moses, one of his
first miracles, Moses turned water into blood, which speaks of the
curse of the law. Now Jesus in His first miracle, He turned water
into wine which speaks of the blessing of the gospel, the grace and
the joy of this new kingdom that we now live in.

You'll also find that in the old covenant, Moses went to the rock to get water. But
here Jesus sends the servants to the water to get wine. And so,
wine represents joy; it represents the joy of the Lord, when the
joy has run out of your life, when the joy has run out of your
marriage or when the joy has run out of your family. This whole
miracle here is a miracle of transformation. And so Jesus did it
not merely just turning water into wine, but He did it to say “I'm
the one who will change your life. I'll change you from nothing
into something. I'll change you from sin into righteousness. I'll
change you from mourning into dancing. I'll change you from
confusion into peace. It is my transcending glory that will come
on you and change you into something beautiful.” And so, this
whole account is all about God's transforming power and the
power of the Holy Spirit coming on us, coming on our lives,
changing us. And so, that’s why this was His first miracle just to
show you, He said, "I'm the God who changes hearts. I'm the God
who changes lives.

00:20:00

“I'm the God that can take something that’s natural and simple and ordinary and I
can make it wonderful. And I can make it beneficial and I can
make it therapeutic and I can make it full of joy, and I can make
it rich.” He also shows us in this account and I'm closing with this
as I’m out of time but He also shows in this account if you read
now through the end of the verses, you notice that the governor
who they served he said, “You all have saved the best until now.”
And it’s God's way of saying that what you have seen in your past
is not His best. God has reserved some better things for you. The
best is yet to come. God is still doing His greatest works in your
life.

Even as you get older and older, He is saving the best until now. How many of you
believe that God is saving the best until now? God is saving the
best until now, the best. So God took something good and made
it better. God wants to take your life that may be good and make
it better. He saves the best until now. God saves the best until
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now. When you thought it couldn’t get any better, God is saying,
“No, you haven’t even seen the best I have for you yet.” God is
saving me the best until now! God is saving the best until now.
So, you don’t have to fear getting old. A lot of people fear old age,
but no, this is a promise to let you know God has reserved. He
has reserved something to pour into your life. You need to be
better.

I was talking to a man the other day, he is 70 years old and he said, “Charles, this
year has been the greatest blessing of my 70 years.” He said, “In
fact, life so good, I'm writing a book called ‘The Next 70 years.’”
He says, “It feels like my life is starting all over again.” He said,
“I'm being blessed now.” He said, “It took 70 years to get here,
but it is here!” He said, “I'm being blessed and I'm enjoying life.”
God has saved the best until now. God has saved some wonderful
things, good, to better, to best. God makes your life better. God
makes your life sweeter. God makes your life so much better from
His transforming power that He does in our lives. Praise God.

Well, I’m out of time, those of you watching us via television, I want you to go to
brothersoftheword.com. You can listen to this entire series
absolutely free of charge. You can also email them to a friend.
But thank you so much for joining us today in Brothers of the
Word because, brother, you need the Word.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was Part 5 of
the series titled “God’s Promises for Your Provision” by C. Elijah
Bronner. This message is number 7751. That’s 7751. To listen
to over a thousand free messages or to send this message number
7751 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com. That’s iwanttogive.com.

Automated Voice: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because, brother, you need
the Word.

(Music Playing)
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