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C. Elijah Bronner: If you will make God your delight, He’ll give you your desires. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is Part 1 of 

the series titled, “Making Prayer Fun” by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7769.  That’s 7769.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:25 - 00:00:52) 

 

 And now for 7769, “Making Prayer Fun” Part 1. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the Word. 

 

Just a little humor.  A teacher was speaking with little Johnny 

and she was giving him a little grammar lesson.  She said, 

“Now, Johnny, you must not say, ‘I ain’t going.’  You should say, 

‘I am not going.  He is not going.  We are not going.  They are 

not going.’”  Little Johnny replied.  He said, “Wow, ain’t nobody 

going then.” 
 

I’d like to look at a few scriptures.  I just want to share 

something that’s been on my heart.  We’ll look at few scriptures 

over in the Book of Psalms, Psalms 16:11.  Psalms 16:11, then 

we’re going to look at Psalms 37:4, and then we’ll look at 

Proverbs 15:8 

 

Psalms 16:11, when you get there, say, “Amen.”  Psalms 16:11.  

And it reads, it says, “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy 

presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 

for evermore.”  One translation says, “There’s unbounded joy in 

your presence and, at your right hand delight forevermore.” 
 

And then Psalms 37, Psalms 37:4.  Psalms 37:4 says, “Delight 

thyself also in the Lord: and he shall give thee the desires of 

thine heart.”  “Delight thyself also in the Lord, and he shall give 

thee the desires of thine heart.” 
 

And then, let’s flip over to Proverbs 1 book over.  Proverbs 15:8, 

Proverbs 15:8.  Proverbs 15:8 says, “The sacrifice of the wicked 

is an abomination to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is 

his delight.”  “The prayer of the upright is his delight.”  I just 

want to use that as a subject, “Making Prayer Fun.”  Making 

prayer fun.  Making prayer fun. 
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Prayer is God’s gift to us.  Prayer is God’s gift to us.  And you 

know, God delights in our delighting in Him.  He enjoys us so 

much and He enjoys us enjoying Him.  Prayer is conversation 

with God.  Prayer is just talking with God.  That’s all it is in a 

nutshell.  Meditation is God talking to you.  And so, we pray and 

we talk to God.  We meditate, we allow God, we’d be quiet and 

we allow God to speak to us. 

 

I like something that St. Richard of Chester said.  He said 

prayer allows us to know Him more clearly, love Him more 

dearly, and follow Him more nearly.  Clearly, nearly, and dearly, 

I love that. 

 

And I like something that Bert Ghezzi said.  He says, “We need 

to pray daily as our response to God’s outrageous, extravagant 

love for us.  Think about it.  He had us in mind as His 

companions before He created anything, then He unfolded this 

vast universe of 100 billion trillion stars so that on this little 

lonely, little planet, He could enjoy friendship with you and me.  

Imagine what we are missing of God’s lavish affection, if we just 

pray when we feel like it.  And so, we should want to pray 

because we love Him so much and we just can’t wait to spend 

time with Him.  We should be looking forward to it, should be 

looking forward to it, should be eager. 

 

I remember one of my little girls.  We had gone to see the movie, 

I think it was Frozen, and all she wanted was an Olaf doll.  

Those of you who know who Olaf is, she wanted an Olaf doll, and 

normally, my little girl, she’s normally slow about getting ready. 

 

00:05:00 

 

And so, the day that I had agreed to take her, I came out and 

she was sitting by the drawer, with a coat, hat, and shoes on.  

She was eager.  She was eager to go.  She was looking forward to 

it.  And so, that’s the way we should be about prayer.  We should 

be looking forward to it, can’t wait, where you’re eager to go, 

that it’s a pleasure to receive God’s love and then be filled with 

His presence and His joy. 

 

I like something that Max Lucado said.  Max Lucado said, “If 
God had a refrigerator, your picture would be on it.  If He had a 

wallet, your photo would be in it.  If He had a calendar, your 
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birthday would be circled.  If He drove a car, He’d have a 

bumper sticker with your name on it.  And if there’s a tree in 

Heaven, He’s carved your name in the bark.  He sends you 

flowers every spring and a sunrise every morning... Face it, my 

friend. God’s crazy about you!”  God’s crazy about you. 

 

Our Heavenly Father, He loves us so much.  He loves us so 

much.  I was reading some scriptures of just about how much 

God loves us and how much God thinks about you, and there are 

basically three things that the scripture says. 

 

It says that God thinks about you all the time.  He thinks about 

you all the time.  That’s number one.  It also says that His 

thoughts towards you are innumerable, can’t even count.  And 

then, number three, He’s always mindful of you, to bless you and 

increase you, you and your children, more and more.  You’re 

always on God’s mind.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “You’re 

always on God’s mind.”  You’re always on God’s mind. 

 

And so, God’s always thinking about us and we should always be 

thinking about Him.  Isaiah 26:3 says, “He whose mind is stayed 

on thee is kept in perfect peace.”  And if we would put our 

attention on Him the way He has His attention on us -- God has 

His attention on us, we would put our attention on Him.  Desire 

follows attention.  Say that with me.  “Desire follows attention.”  
So, if we would put our attention on God, our desires towards 

God would increase.  Whatever you put your attention on, your 

desire follows your attention. 

 

But God loves us.  He loves us so much.  He rejoices over you.  I 

love Zephaniah.  Probably one of my favorite scriptures in the 

Bible is Zephaniah 3:17.  It says that -- and I blending several 

translations as I say this.  I’m blending probably ten 

translations together to put this verse together, but Zephaniah 

3:17 says that, “God’s a might hero who saves me.  He takes 

delight in me.  He rejoices over me with singing.  He rejoices 

over me with joy.  He rejoices over me with dancing and singing.  

He quiets me in His love and calms all of my fears.  He is 

satisfied in His love for me.  He’s not looking for another.  He 

rests in His love for me, not mentioning my sins but forgiving 

them.  I rest in His love for me.  I am renewed in His love for 

me.” 
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That’s Zephaniah 3:17, and I took time to learn that from about 

ten different translations.  Well, that’s probably the most 

beautiful verse in the whole Bible.  I love that.  It just talks 

about how God celebrates over you.  He dances over you.  He 

sings over you.  He rejoices over you with joy.  He rejoices over 

you.  That’s how much your Heavenly Father loves you. 

 

And so, our Heavenly Father, He loves us and He desires us to 

get to know Him, to experience Him, to enjoy Him, not out of 

duty or obligation, or requirement, or not out of compulsion, but 

prayer is a privilege to be enjoyed.  It’s a privilege.  It’s a delight.  

It’s a delight.  Can everybody say, “Delight.”  Delight.  Delight 

means to take pleasure in, means to take joy in, means to look 

forward to, means to be eager, means that you can’t wait.  So, 

it’s something you take pleasure in, something you take joy in, 

you enjoy and you look forward to it. 

 

When I used to pick up my kids from school, I would always take 

them to the Baskin-Robbins right after school, especially during 

the hot weather, and we would go to Baskin-Robbins, and then I 

never had to force them to eat ice cream.  I never had to make 

them eat their ice cream.  And Minister Stephanie, she would 

enjoy this because she’s an ice cream lover.  But that’s an inside 

joke.  That’s an inside joke. 

 

00:09:59 

 

What I would enjoy, and this is what would give me delight, I 

would always order me a hot fudge sundae.  And let me tell you 

how I would have it prepared.  I would get two scoops of French 

vanilla ice cream, have it covered in hot fudge, have me some 

strawberries and whipped cream dropped on top of it, and I’d 

say, “Give me a scoop of wet nuts to set it off, and then drop me 

a cherry on top.”  Man, that’s a delight.  That’s a delight.  That’s 

a delight. 

 

That’s something you look forward to.  That’s something you 

enjoy.  Well, you know, spending time with God is like that.  

He’s a delight, something you’re excited about, something you 

enjoy doing, something you’re eager to do, you look for doing it. 

 

And so, I started saying something, I don’t know, maybe over 

the last couple of years, and I just start saying to the Lord, 

“Lord, you are my heart’s desire.  You’re my heart’s desire.  
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You’re my heart’s delight.  You’re the rejoicing of my heart.  

You’re my great joy.”  I said, “Father, you’re my heartbeat.  

You’re every breath I take.” 
 

That’s enjoying God.  That’s delighting in prayer.  And that’s 

making prayer fun, when you wake up in the morning and you 

can’t wait to talk to your Heavenly Father, can’t wait to spend 

time with the Heavenly Father.  This is enjoying Him and 

delighting in Him. 

 

Go back to those texts that we read.  Notice in Proverbs 15:8, it 

says, “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord: 

but the prayer of the upright is his delight.”  God just enjoys us 

so much.  He delights when we are delighting in Him.  It gives 

Him such delight when we are delighting in Him. 

 

And then, also, the text we read in Psalms 37, where it says in 

verse 4, “Delight thyself also in the Lord and He’ll give you the 

desires of your heart.”  If you will make God your delight, He’ll 
give you your desires.  You make Him your delight, He’ll give 

you your desires.  That’s the little bonus that we get.  He said, 

“You delight in me and I’ll give you your desires.”  What a 

wonderful promise. 

 

Here’s something that makes prayer fun.  Something that 

makes prayer fun is the fact that God answers prayer.  That 

really makes prayer fun.  It makes prayer so fun.  In fact, Jesus 

actually said that, and I’ll take you, to show that in a moment.  

But Jesus said that.  He said, man, “What makes prayer fun is 

the fact that God answers prayer.”  Isn’t that wonderful?  God 

answers our prayer.  He hears us and He answers our prayer. 

 

Well, I was going to say, “Not all the time,” because there are 

some conditions there that need to be in place, and I’m going to 

share some of those conditions with you.  But it is just so 

wonderful that God answers our prayers.  God answers our 

prayers. 

 

The thing I love about God, He answers simple, everyday 

prayers.  They don’t have to be big, monumental miracles, but I 

love to enjoy God in the little everyday miracles of life, just in 

the little things in life. 
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Yesterday, I was looking for my gym shorts and couldn’t find 

them, and I just prayed.  I said, “Father, you know where my 

gym shorts are.  You could save me a lot of time.  I ask you to 

show me where my gym shorts are,” and I would say within 60 

seconds, the gym shorts were in my hand. 

 

You see?  That’s God just answering prayer.  That makes prayer 

fun.  That makes prayer fun, knowing that your Heavenly 

Father answers prayer, and I’ve had so many occasions with 

God answering a prayer. 

 

One day, I was struggling with my attic door.  I couldn’t get my 

attic door to go up, and it was just stuck, and after I struggled 

with it for few minutes, I had a brilliant idea.  I said, “Why don’t 
I pray about this.”  And so, I said, “Father, I’m having a little 

trouble here with this attic door.  Help me to get this door back 

up.”  And folks, I kid you not.  That thing was up within 30 

seconds. 

 

So, prayer works.  Prayer works.  God answers prayer.  God 

answers prayer.  He takes delight in the prayer of the upright.  

He takes delight.  God enjoys answering our prayer.  He enjoys 

answering our prayer. 

 

I was on an airline flight recently, a few weeks ago, and 

whenever I’ve traveled by air, I love to always have an aisle 

seat.  I just can’t take it being on the window.  I just can’t take it 

anymore.  I just can’t.  I can’t.  I can’t take it being on the 

window, and I can’t really take being in the middle, but I can 

make it in the middle, but I can’t really take it.  I don’t enjoy it. 

 

So, I really have to have an aisle seat.  I just love having an aisle 

seat.  And so, whenever I fly, I always try to book my flights way 

in advance so I can select my seat and get an aisle seat.  So, on 

this particular trip, coming back, I had aisle seats going all the 

way, had to switch flights a couple of times.  So, I had aisle seats 

on both flights. 

 

And so, on one of my flights, coming back, I had a middle seat 

and, man, I got to the airport.  I said, “Lord, you know I don’t 
particular care for middle seats.”  I said, “I can make it.”  I said, 

“You know, I can tolerate it.”  I said, “Lord, you know, I checked 

it.  I went online.  I checked them out really good.” 
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I looked at every seat.  Everything was greyed out, only thing 

that was white was center seats.  I had to take the center seat.  I 

said, “Lord, I got a center seat, but you know I really would 

prefer an aisle seat,” and I just prayed about it.  And I asked the 

Lord.  I said, “Lord.”  I just prayed for an aisle seat. 

 

And so, when I got on the plane, you know, I had forgotten about 

it, and so I just went on down and then went to my row, and 

then I was preparing to step into my middle seat.  And you 

know, I had the attitude, “Well, you know, if I didn’t get an aisle 

seat, so be it.  I just had to make the best of what I do have.”  So, 

you know, I was just going to be thankful and rejoicing in my 

middle seat. 

 

And so, as I was stepping across a gentleman to get to my 

middle seat.  He said, “Excuse me.”  He said, “Would you mind 

trading seats with my wife, so my wife can sit here?” I said, “Is 

she on the aisle?”  He said, “No.”  He said, “No.”  She’s on a 

window.  I said, “Sir, I am so sorry.”  I said, “I can’t take being 

on a window.”  I said, “Now, if your wife was on the aisle, I 

would be happy to switch places with it.”  But he said, “Well, let 

me see.” 
 

And so, his wife was behind, but she was on a window.  Next to 

his wife was a little girl, probably about five or six years old.  

And so, the husband looked at the little girl.  He said, “Would 

you like to be on the window seat?”  And the little girl’s eyes got 

big.  She said, “Yes! I want to be on the window.  I want to be on 

the window.” 
 

And so, the little girl got the window and her mother moved to 

the middle.  And so, the husband said, “There’s your aisle seat.”  
I said, “Glory to God!  Hallelujah!  Thank you, Jesus!  God 

answers prayer!  God answers prayer!”  And so, I was riding 

back on that airline and I was thinking the whole time, “Here I 

am on the aisle seat, plane was completely full.”  I thought I had 

no chance of getting an aisle seat.  Here I am, just reclining, 

cool, enjoying my flight on the way back. 

 

And I had to think of God’s love, that he loved me so much, he 

loved me so much, he gave me an aisle seat.  He gave me an 

aisle seat.  God answers prayer.  God answers prayer.  All the 
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way back, I’m thinking, like, “Wow.  Here I am.  How did I end 

up on the aisle seat?  How did it happen?”  And, man, I said, 

“God, you’re just so awesome.  You’re moving ways I never even 

thought of.  You’re moving things out, and never even thought of 

that. 

 

Out of all of the people on the plane, I was the only one asked to 

switch places.  I was the only one asked to switch places out of 

all of the people on the plane.  And I said, “Father, your loving 

kindness is better than life itself.  God, you’re just so good, I 

could barely stand it.”  Man, God answers prayer.  God delights 

in the prayer of the upright.  God enjoys answering our prayers.  

That makes prayer fun.  That makes prayer fun. 

 

Now, I promised you I was going to show you where Jesus said 

that.  Turn to your neighbor and say, “He promised us.  He 

promised.”  I did.  I promised you all that.  I promised you all 

that.  I promised I was going to show you what Jesus said, that 

the fact that God answers prayer makes prayer fun. 

 

Flip over to John 16.  I’ll show it to you.  Look at John 16 and 

we’ll read Verse 23 and Verse 24.  But notice this.  Jesus is going 

to tell you the fact that God answers prayer, is what makes 

prayer fun. 

 

Verse 23, John 16.  “And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the 

Father in my name, he will give it you.”  Isn’t that wonderful?  

He’s talking about prayer here. 

 

In verse 24, “Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, 

and ye shall receive,” here it is, “that your joy may be full.”  You 

see, he’s saying the fact that God answers prayer is what makes 

it fun.  That’ll make it fun for you.  Jesus said, “I’m going to 

make it fun for you.  Just ask the Father, in my name, and He’ll 
give it you.”  Man, that’s our Heavenly Father.  That’s the 

Father in His name, and He gives it to us.  God answers prayer. 

 

I was listening to Joyce Meyer.  She was sharing a testimony of 

just some of the wonderful, fun times in prayer that she had, 

and she had her prayer journal out and she was teaching from 

her prayer journal, and she was just going back over some of the 

things.  And she shared the time early in her ministry.  She 

said, “You know, when we were just starting out, we didn’t have 
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anything,” and she wrote down a list of everything she needed, 

and she wrote it in her prayer journal, things that she needed. 

 

So, she said one item she had on her list, she needed 12 

washcloths.  That was on her prayer list.  “Lord, I need 12 

washcloths.” 
 

00:20:00 

 

And she said she prayed that on the 23rd of the month.  I forgot 

which month it was, but she prayed it then on the 23rd of the 

month, “Lord, I need 12 washcloths.”  She said six days later, on 

the 29th, a woman rang her doorbell, and the woman said, “I 
don’t want you to think I’m crazy, but I just felt like the Lord 

was telling me to bring you 12 washcloths.”  Isn’t that awesome? 

 

Man, God is so awesome.  First, God answers our prayers.  God 

delights in us when we pray.  God delights in answering our 

prayers.  It’s what makes prayer fun.  It makes prayer fun, the 

fact that you know that your Heavenly Father hears you and if 

He hears you, you have the answer.  He answers you.  You have 

the petition of whatever you ask Him. 

 

Now, let me give you some of the requirements that makes 

prayer effective, that makes it fun, you know, the fact that God 

answers your prayer.  I’m going to give you some of the 

requirements so you can make sure that you have these things 

in line. 

 

Number one, you ask God.  You saw Jesus teach that, Himself.  

He said, “You ask the Father, in my name.”  You ask the Father 

in His name.  Ask the Father in Jesus’s name.  It’s on Jesus’s 

merit.  It’s on Jesus’s merit, when you ask it in His name, it is 

on His merit.  It is on His merit, and so, it’s like the Father is 

doing it for Jesus.  It’s on His merit when you ask it in His 

name.  Jesus is at the Father’s right hand, and so He’s nudging 

the Father.  He said, “Do it for me, for them.”  Man, “Do it for me 

for them.” 
 

Jesus actually takes our request to the Father.  Jesus is actually 

praying for us.  That’s the role that Jesus is in right now, 

present day, He’s our intercessor, and so He goes to the Father 

on our behalf and prays for us.  So, when you pray in His name, 

it’s on Jesus’s merit.  It’s on Jesus’s merit, and Jesus holds out 
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His scar- filled hands, where He paid the price for us, and says, 

“Father, do it for me.  Do it for them.  As you would do it for me, 

do it for them.”  So, you ask in His name.  You ask in His name.  

Jesus taught that.  You ask it in His name. 

 

Number two, you have to make sure that His Word is abiding in 

you and you’re abiding in Him.  The Bible actually says that 

twice.  The second way, it says that whatever you ask according 

to His will.  Okay?  So, you have to pray according to His will or 

you have to pray according to His words, and that’s why Jesus 

said, “You abide in Me and my words abide in you.  Whatever 

you ask the Father in my name, He’ll do it.”  And so, you have to 

have His will.  You have to have His word.   So, you’ve got to 

know the Word so that you’d be asking in line with His will.  

You’ve got to be asking in line with His will. 

 

So, you pray in His name, you have to have His Word abiding in 

you, and you have to also, you have to be abiding in Christ.  You 

have to be in Him.  You have to be in Him.  The Bible also says 

that two times.  You have to be in righteousness, in other words, 

because if you’re not in righteousness, in other words, if you’re 

living in a way that’s not pleasing to God, then the Bible says 

your heart is going to condemn you, and you’ll have no 

confidence in prayer. 

 

Your heart will condemn you if you’re not living right.  You’re 

not going to have any confidence in prayer.  So, you have to be in 

Christ.  You’ve got to pray in His name.  You have to be in 

Christ.  You’ve got to have His Word so you can pray according 

to His will.  And then, the fourth thing is, you have to ask in 

faith.  The Bible repeatedly says you’ve got to ask, believing. 

 

Mark 11:24, “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, 

believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”  Whatever 

you pray, asking, believing.  So, faith is a part of that.  So, 

you’ve got to be a believer.  So, you’ve got to ask it in His name.  

You’ve got to be in Him, you’ve got to have the Word, and you’ve 

got to ask in faith.  Now, if you meet those four qualifications, 

man, the door to prayer is wide open.  Isn’t that wonderful?  

Man, that’s powerful. 

 

That’s powerful, and He’s actually made it simple for us.  I don’t 
want you to get caught up.  I mean, He’s made it simple, and you 

ask in Jesus’s name, and if you’ve sinned, you ask Jesus to 
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forgive you.  And so, you’re in righteousness.  You’re in Jesus.  

You ask it according to the Word.  So, you’re praying for things 

He wants you to have.  You’re praying in righteousness, and 

you’re praying in faith and believing.  You receive it every time.  

So, prayer is powerful.  It’s a powerful tool that God gives us.  

Man. 

 

Man, this is good.  This is good.  Man, I’m having fun.  I’m 

having fun.  I’m out of time, so I’m going to have to cut it off.  I’m 

going to probably be finished with my series on this, but I’m out 

of time for today. 

 

Let me just read you this one last quote and I’m done.  I love 

something that William Law said.  He said, “He who has learned 

to pray has learned the greatest secret of a holy and happy life.”  
He who has learned to pray has learned the greatest secret of a 

holy and a happy life.  Praise God.  Praise God. 

 

00:24:57 

 

Those of you watching by television, I want you to go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  You can listen to this message in its 

entirety, absolutely free of charge.  You can also email it to a 

friend.  Thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of 

the Word, because brother you need the Word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrotheroftheWord.com.  This was Part 1 of 

the series titled, “Making Prayer Fun” by C. Elijah Bronner.  

This message is number 7769.  That’s 7769.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7769 to 

a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would 

like to help support this ministry, go to iWantToGive.com.  

That’s iWantToGive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often, because brother you 

need the word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:25:53 - end) 
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