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C. Elijah Bronner: The earnest prayer, I’m a righteous person has great power and
wonderful results.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is Part 6 of the
series titled, “Making Prayer Fun” by C. Elijah Bronner. This
message is number 7774. That’s 7774. Listen to over a thousand
free messages on bothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 7774, Making Prayer Fun, Part 6.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word, because brother, you
need the word. We welcome all of you joining us by television and
those of you joining us online at brothersoftheword.com and
Facebook Live. Thank you for tuning in, streaming us, delighted
to have you joining today’s service.

I would like to share just a little humor. A preacher was preaching one Sunday and
he was really preaching a fiery message on eternity and he got to
the end of his message and he really wanted to make his point
and really drive it home. And he said, “Every member of this
church is going to die.” And one man said on the back row as he
saw the smile and that sort of aggravated the preacher because
this was a serious moment that he wanted to drive this point
home and so he said a little louder. He said, “Every member of
this church is going to die.” And the man just actually grinned a
little wider and it was really infuriating the preacher. He said,
“He must not be getting.” And he said, “I said every member of
this church is going to die.” And the man just leaned back and he
let out a loud laugh in the back. And so the pastor, he went on
and the preacher just dismissed service and he rushed back to the
man. He said, “Didn’t you hear what I said? Every member of
this church is going to die.” And he said “Yes, I heard you pastor”.
Well he said, “Why were you laughing? He said, “I’m not a
member of this church.”

Well, we’ve been talking about making prayer fun. We’ve been
doing a little series on prayer and this is Part 6, I believe it is.
I’ve done so many, I’ve lost count, but I believe this Part 6, about
making prayer fun. And we’ve shared a variety of scriptures. You
don’t have to turn that. I’ll just sort of go over some of them.
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Ephesians 6:18 says, “Pray at all times on every occasion in very
season in the spirit with all manner of prayer.” And so, there are
many different types of prayer, and so this encourages us to pray
with all types. In other words, use everything you have. Use
everything you have at all times and in every season. There are
different types of prayer and so I won’t go through all the different
types of prayer, but there’s a prayer of faith, there’s a prayer of
intercession, there’s a prayer of surrender, there’s a prayer of
dedication. So, there’s several different types of prayer that you
can be involved in, and then there is even a prayer where you pray
in the spirit.

There’s a time where the Holy Spirit and the bible says that, “He
makes intercession force through groaning.” So, there are times
you groan in the Spirit and it’s actually the Holy Spirit, using your
spirit to pray for things that you don’t have knowledge of to pray
for in and of your own natural mind, in your own natural
knowledge, things that you don’t know to pray for.

The Holy Spirit, he comes in to our prayer and we can just groan
and pray and he is now filling in the gaps praying for things that
we don’t know to pray for. I start incorporating that in my prayer.
So for a few moments, every day when I pray, I’ll pray in the spirit
and then I’ll pray. I said, “Father, just pray, use my tongue and
use my spirit to pray for things that I don’t know to pray for in
my natural mind”. Isn’t that good to note that the Holy Spirit
helps us, he helps us in prayer to pray for things we don’t know
to pray for.

I remember my brother Bishop Dale. He said, he was at the office
one day and he said all of a sudden, he felt the leading of the Lord
to pray. And he just said, he just bent over his desk and he was
just praying in other tongues. And he said, “Come to find out.”
Later that day, his wife called him and she told him that one of
their children, one his daughters had fallen out of the bedroom
window onto the patio. And he said, “What time did it happen?”
And when she told him the time, it was the exact time that the
Holy Spirit had prompted him to pray in his heavenly language.

00:05:02

And so, the Holy Spirit helps us to pray in the Spirit. And so, I
love this verse. It says, “Praying at all times, on every occasion,
in every season in the Spirit with all manner of prayer.” So we
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have a variety of prayer that we can incorporate and use for our
benefits in God’s kingdom. We’re just so grateful for them. Then
Romans 12:12, one translation says, “Steadfastly, maintain the
habit of prayer, steadfastly maintain the habit of prayer.” And
so, we have said that prayer is God’s gift to us, it’s a privilege to
be enjoyed and it’s God’s gracious gift to us that we have prayer.

One writer, John Mason, he said, “Prayer brings momentum. It
lifts the heart above the challenges of life and gives a view of God’s
resources of victory and hope. Prayer provides power, poise, peace
and purpose for a person’s purpose, plans and pursuits.” He also
went on to say that, “The prayers a person lives on his feet are no
less important than those he says on his knees.” And so, our lives
become congruent with our prayer life. It follows you into your
everyday life and so our lives becomes congruent with our prayer
life and we begin to live in the same manner in which we pray.

Another writer, Austin O’Malley, he said that, “Practical prayer
is harder on the soles of your shoes than the knees of your
trousers.” Practical prayer, that’s the prayer you’re actually
walking out and so, that’s when you are living in harmony with
your prayers, when your life is consistent with your praying and
so we live in harmony with our prayers. We live in harmony. We
don’t pray one thing and live another thing. Now, you live in
harmony with your prayers, you live out God’s instructions to you.
So you live out God’s instruction. That is a form of prayer when
you are living out God’s instruction to you.

Prayer is something that is not only breathed, but prayer is
something that is lived. So we live out. We live out God’s
instructions to us. Prayer is not merely a monologue, but prayer
is a dialogue. And so, God is always giving us instructions. He’s
always giving us instructions. He’s always speaking to us and so
it’s not a monologue. It’s not just a time for you to rattle off and
then get up and dismiss yourself. But no, there should be a time
where you sit still and you’d be quiet and you listen.

Andrew Murray said, he said, “God’s voice in response to mine is
the most essential part.” He said, “That’s the most essential part
of prayer is God’s voice in response to mine. Not in our speaking,
but in God’s voice in response to our voice, that’s the most
essential part of prayer.” So, you have to take time to listen.
Everybody say, “Take time to listen, take time to listen in prayer”.
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I have started incorporating in my prayer life when I finished praying, I like to sit
there for a few moments and I’ll say, “Lord Jesus, if you have
anything you want say to me, I just want to give an opportunity
to do so. If you have any instructions, any wisdom, anything you
want to talk to me about, lay on my heart, is there is anything I
can do for you. And I just be quiet there for a few moments to give
the Holy Spirit an opportunity to speak to me.” While listening
is a part of prayer, listening is a part of prayer just as much as
talking is a part of prayer. In fact Soren Kierkegaard said, “A
man prayed and at first he thought prayer was talking, but he
became more and more quiet until in the end he realized that
prayer is listening.

And Richard Foster said, “Listening to the Lord is the first thing,
the second thing and the third thing necessary for successful
prayer.” And so, we have to take time to listen. The more you
listen, the more you hear. The more you listen, the more you hear
and it’s a good practice to actually get a notebook and a pen and
sit down quietly and just give the Lord time to speak to you. Give
Him time to give you ideas. Give Him time to talk to you. Sit in
His presence. Our lives is so hurried and so busy. We rarely take
the opportunity to just sit quietly before Him to hear from Him.
Listen for His voice throughout the day.

00:10:00

A lot of times God may not speak to you in that moment of prayer
on your knees, but He may drop it in as soon as you walk in your
office, or soon as you walking your place of employment, or soon
as you get in the car. He’ll speak in various times throughout the
day. He’s not confined to just your 15 minutes of prayer, He’s not
confined to that. God said, “If you listen to Him throughout the
day, God will speak to you, God will speak to you.”

There are predominantly three things that hinder our prayers,
three things that hinder our prayers. Number one is sin and
you’ll find that in the book of Isaiah Chapter 59, Verse 1 and 2,
God said, “Your sins have separated me and you; therefore I can’t
even hear you when you pray.” So sin hinders our prayer. Sin
hinders our prayers.

Number two, “Unbelief.” Unbelief hinders our prayer. Jesus
could do no mighty work when He went to his own hometown
because of the unbelief. He did some small things, like he heals
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some people of some headaches. People have some very small
ailments. He was able to do a little bit, but he couldn’t do
anything big there because of the people’s unbelief. So unbelief
hinders our prayer. Sin hinders our prayer. And the third thing
that hinders your prayer is the condition of your heart. Your
heart can hinder your prayer. Condition of your heart can hinder
your prayer. And speaking on the condition of your heart
hindering your prayer, that can be a variety of things. It can be
the fact that you mistreated somebody, that can hinder your
prayer.

In fact, I Peter Chapter 3, Verse 7, I believe it is. It speaks to
married people and it says, “Be careful how you treat your spouse
unless your prayers are hindered.” Ain’t that something -- there
are whole lot of people whose prayers are not answered because
of the way that they’re treating their spouse, that’s Bible. That’s
not me making it up, that’s I Peter 3:7. It says, “Be careful” and
it was specifically speaking to husbands, but I had found that
whenever God gave instruction to one party, it was pretty much
always applicable to the other. You know what I’m saying? And
so, He was speaking to the husband there, but he says, “Be careful
how you treat your wife unless your prayers be hindered.”

So how we treat one another, how we treat one another. It can be something in your
heart. It could be unforgiveness that hinders your prayer. That
could be some conviction in your heart, something you just know
is not right and that hinders your prayer. So, the condition of our
heart hinders our prayer. We could be praying out of a wrong
motive in our heart that there’s a wrong motive in the heart that
hinders our prayer. If there’s any step out of love, it hinders your
prayer.

I remember my mother, she said one time she had sold the house.
And she said when she sold this house, she knew that the flooring
in one room of the house was in bad shape and she didn’t point
that out and she sold it to the buyer. And so, when the buyer
bought the house, a few days later, she called my mother and she
pointed out the fact that the flooring was rotted out in this
particular part of the house and she wanted to see if she will
repair. My mother said, “That’s your house”. That floor is your
problem. I sold this house as is. And so legally, my mother had
no legal obligations to repair, that house was sold. But my mother
said that night when she got on her knees to pray she said, “That
lady’s face came up before.” And she knew that because it wasn’t
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right. It was hindering her prayer and I want you to know my
mother got that floor repaired for the woman because she didn’t
want her prayers to be hindered.

And so, the condition of your heart can hinder your prayers. Sin
hinders your prayer. Unbelief hinders your prayer. Condition of
your heart can hinder your prayer. How you treat people that
hinders your prayer. Any step out of love hinders your prayer.
Any step out love hinders your prayer. You’ll find that in I John
Chapter 3, Verse 19 through 21. It talks about how the heart
convicts you. How the heart can condemn you. And if the heart
is condemning you, let’s you know you have no confidence at all
in your prayer. And so, God cannot give us that built-in system
there to let us know when something is not right, that we need to
get straighten out so that our prayers are not hindered.

And then we also talked about the fact that prayer enables us to
have wonderful results, that’s my favorite. I love wonderful
results. Anybody else likes wonderful results? Prayer enables us
to have wonderful results and we read a text over in the Epistle
of James Chapter 5, Verse 13 through 18. That whole section of
scripture, the whole theme of that is prayer. James Chapter 5
beginning at Verse 13 and all the way down through Verse 18 is
all concerning prayer.

00:15:00

The whole thing is talking about prayer. It says, “If you are
afflicted, pray.” It goes on to say that, “If any man is sick, let him
call for the elders of the church so they can pray.” And so, the
whole thing is prayer. Then it says, “Pray for one another.” And
then it goes on and talks about the effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much. Then he goes onto says, “Elijah
was a man like us, but yet he prayed” and it didn’t rain for three
and a half years.”

And it begins to talk about the power of prayer; talks about the
effectual working of prayer, and the dynamic working of prayer,
how prayer is effectual and dynamic and it’s working when a
righteous man prays, when a righteous man prays. And so, we
talked about how that teaches us that prayer enables us to have
wonderful results.
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In fact, last week when we had that little snowstorm that blew
through here, my power went out at home, and I didn’t pay much
attention to it. I figured it’d be back on in a few moments. But a
few moments went by and it wasn’t back on. And you know hour
and hour went by, the temperature started dropping. So, I’m still
not worried about it because it’s just been a couple of hours. I
said, “It should be back on any moment.” Another couple of hours
went by, still no power, and so now I’m putting on my coat. And
I’m starting to get hungry. Then my wife pulled out some chicken
out the refrigerator and it was ice cold. I said, “Honey, help
yourself to that, but I want no part of that. I’m not going to eat
any cold chicken. I’m not stooping that low(ph).”

And so I said, “Well you know? I’m going to pray. I’m going to
pray.” And so I prayed, I said, “Father.” I said, “Now, the day is
kind of cold.” I said, “It’s cold and our heater is off.” And I said,
“Father.” I said, “Furthermore, I’m hungry.” And I said, “Lord, I
would appreciate if you will restore our power so that we can be
warm and so that we can have our utilities, so that we can enjoy
ourselves and be able to cook and eat and so forth.” And you
know, so I prayed, “In Jesus’ name,” and nothing happened.
Nothing happened for a few hours, but approximately about four
or five hours later our power came back on and we were able to
have our heating done.

And so I remembered, I said, “Well you know I’m grateful to God,
for Him letting this power become back on.” I’m grateful and I’m
thankful that He answered my prayer, because I didn’t want it to
go overnight without power, because it was really going to get
chilly overnight. But He cut it on before we went to bed so maybe
around eight, nine o’clock that evening it was back on, and man I
turned that heat up full blast when it came back on. I normally
would have it at a certain spot, but I turned it up a few degrees
higher just to make up for the lost temperature. But I was just
so grateful. I was just so grateful. I said, “Father, thank you.” I
said, “Lord, it took you five hours, but I’m grateful nonetheless.”

I did check Him on that. I said, “Why did it take you so long to get this power back?”
I asked Him about it. I said, “Lord, lately you’ve been answering
my prayer pretty quickly. Why did it go five hours?” Well, He
reminded me. He said, “Well you know in the Book of Daniel,
Daniel prayed one time and his prayer was held up for three
days.” He said, “The answer came right away, but the angel was
held up doing spiritual warfare trying to get to him. And it took
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three days before he got there.” So he said, “I answered him right
away but it took three days for it to be delivered.” So He said,
“Your prayer was held up just a few hours. We had to handle
some things in the heaven list.”

Praise God. Isn’t that good? Isn’t it good to be in a partnership with God like that?
Man, I love that. I love that, I love that. Prayer is powerful,
prayer is powerful. So prayer enables us to have wonderful
results. In Verse 16 of James Chapter 5, it says this; it says that,
“The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and
wonderful results. The earnest prayer of a righteous person has
great power and wonderful results.”

I want to read this little story. I love this little story. This was a
little story that Kay Arthur shared in one of her books, about a
family in Romania and this was under Communist rule at the
time. And the story goes, he says, “Christmas was not to be the
same this year. Isolated from the rest of the outside world, it was
difficult with the seven children to celebrate the birth of Jesus
when their stomachs were empty. There were no decorations, no
brightly lit candles, no Christmas tree, no cookies and no
beautifully wrapped gifts to exchange. The children were just as
hungry today as any other day. Soon Dad would be telling the
children about the Messiah, born in a manger, much like the little
hut they lived in. This father, mother and their seven children
all under 14, were banished into exile in the far reaches of an
uninhabited part of the country.”

00:20:05

The communist authorities hated the father because of his convicting preaching. He
was nicknamed by the believers, “The Golden Word” because of
his eloquence. They were forced to move to a little village
inaccessible by car or train. What little food they were given was
flown in by helicopter. They lived in a tiny hut with a straw roof
under constant surveillance of the prison guards. The village was
established for those undesirables of society, which includes
religious fanatics. The stinging(ph) chill was made worse by the
wind whipping snow across the flat barren land, unbroken by hills
and whistling his song through every crack and crevice in the
small hut.

For two days now, the guards had not bothered to bring them any
food. They were too busy preparing their own celebration with
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wine and pork. The children listened intently to their father
telling them the story of Jesus as they huddled together around
the dim light of the gas lantern on the table. They were so intent,
they forgot about their hunger. But when the story was over, one
after the other began to cry. Before going to bed that Christmas
Eve, the whole family knelt down on the dirt floor and prayed as
never before. “Our Father, which art in heaven, give us this day
our daily bread.” After they finished their prayer and said,
“Amen” the children asked their mother and father many
questions. “Do you think God heard our prayer?” “Of course He
did.” “But what if He didn’t hear it?” “That is impossible,” the
father replied. “Do you think He’ll send us bread?” they asked.
“Yes, I’m sure He will,” said the father. “But when?” they cried.
The parents heartbroken to see their children crying from hunger,
could not answer. The children continued, “Who will He send to
bring us bread?” “He will find someone” said the father
reassuringly. “But what if He doesn’t find anyone?” “Well then”
the father paused and he said, “Well, He himself will bring it with
His own hand. Now close your eyes and go to sleep.”

The father blew out the little lantern as darkness descended on
them. And the wind whistled to them in their sleep. Suddenly,
the still darkness was shattered by a knock on the door. The
father got out of bed and opened the door just a crack to keep the
cold from blowing inside. A hand holding a large loaf of bread was
stretched toward him. His heart pounding, the father reached out
to take the bread, and at the same time open the door widely to
say thank you. But at that very moment in the twinkling of an
eye, the hand was gone and there was no one there. Bewildered,
the father closed the door and turned around. All seven children
leapt out of bed and surrounded him. “Who was it Dad? Who
gave you the bread?” “Children,” he said with a tremble in his
voice, “The Lord did not find anyone to send us the bread, so He
himself came and gave it to us with His own hand.” Nobody could
sleep. The children couldn’t stop singing about how the Lord had
spread a table for them in the wilderness. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much presents power that is
dynamic and it’s working. Praise God, that prayer enables us to
have wonderful results.

And I’m out of time. I brought a little video. I’m going to close
with this little video. I think it’s about six minutes. So we will
dismiss as soon as this over. But it’s just a little video on how God
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answers prayer and the power of prayer. AV, if you have that,
you can roll it.

Male: It was the morning of September 20, 2006. Jeff Markin recalls
heading for work as usual. What he doesn’t remember is driving
himself to the hospital. He had called his boss and told him he
didn’t feel well. His boss was concerned and convinced Jeff to go
the Emergency Room. Somehow Jeff made it. As he got there, he
collapsed. Dr. Chauncey Crandall was doing rounds in the
Intensive Care Unit that morning.

Dr. Crandall: An alert call came over the PA system that someone had arrived
at the hospital with a massive deadly heart attack. And then a
second call, I went out over the PA system and specifically asked
for me because I was the cardiologist on that day.

00:25:02

When I arrived there, it was like a warzone. It was like being in
a battle, it was chaos. Everyone there, fighting to keep this man
alive.

Male: The ER staff worked on Jeff for 40 minutes. They shocked him a
dozen times. Despite their efforts, there was no response. Once
Dr. Crandall decided the team had done everything possible, he
called the time of death. While a nurse prepared Jeff’s body for
the morgue, Dr. Crandall updated the charts.

Dr. Crandall: Well, as soon as my note was completed, I walked out through the
door to this Emergency Room. I heard this voice say, “Turn
around and pray for that man.” And I wanted to ignore that voice
because I said to myself, “How can I pray for that man? He’s dead,
he’s gone. There’s no life in him.” So I kept walking. And the
voice came back again. And the voice said, “Turn around and pray
for that man.” And I stopped and I thought to myself, “I need to
honor the Lord.” So I turned around at the doorway, and I walked
to the side of the body. And the nurse was on the other side of the
body, and she’s looking at me like, “What are you doing? Why are
you here?” And I stood there next to that corpse, and I opened my
mouth and these words came out. “Father God, I cry out for this
man’s soul. If he does not know you as his Lord and Savior,
Father, raise him from the dead now, in Jesus’ name.”
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Jeff Markin: I remember staring at bright lights. And they were swirling
around. Out of those bright lights, came an image. And he told
me that he was there to look over me and make sure that
everything was going to be fine.

Dr. Crandall: And the other doctor walked in the room, and I pointed to him. I
said, “Shock this man one more time.” And he looked at me and
said, “Dr. Crandall we can’t shock him. He’s dead, there’s no life
in him. He’s gone.” And I said, “For me, shock him one more
time.” And that doctor, out of respect and honor for me, went over
to that body with those defibrillator, the paddles and put his
paddles on that patient and shocked him. Shocked Jeff and
immediately an instant heartbeat came back -- instant, perfect,
regular which we’d never seen before. And the nurse screamed,
“What have you done?” And this perfect heartbeat came back.
And then suddenly his abdomen started moving, and started
breathing, and then a couple moments later, the fingers started
twitching.

Male: They immediately moved Jeff to the Intensive Care Unit. Three
days later, Jeff woke up with no evidence of brain or organ
damage.

Jeff Markin: Once I woke up, my daughter Jillian was there and that’s when
she told me what had happened.

Dr. Crandall: When I came in Monday morning, Jeff was sitting up in bed. And
I said, “Where were you that day that I prayed for you in the
Emergency Room?” And he said, “Dr. Crandall, I was in total
darkness, and I was so disappointed.” And I said, “Jeff, what were
you disappointed about?” He said, “I was alone for eternity.”

Jeff Markin: He asked me at that time if I was willing to accept God in my life
and into my heart. I just opened my arms and accepting God. It
was just a very emotional time and I remember crying in his
arms.

Male: Today, Jeff is back at work and gets regular check-ups with Dr.
Crandall. He still has no heart problems or residual
complications from his brush with death.

Jeff Markin: To know what I had gone through and to be so fortunate and
that’s been part of, I guess, my daily battle is, why me? Why have
I been so fortunate to have God shine on me, I guess, a second
time?
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Dr. Crandall: This day that I prayed for Jeff was a day, a very little faith. It
wasn’t one of my big God days. And when I walked into that
Emergency Room, to tell you the truth, I didn’t want to stay and
pray because I was so much in a rush with my work. But I prayed.
And I didn’t have a lot of faith backing that prayer up that day.
But the Lord asked me to do it, so I honored the Lord and prayed.
And that’s all we need, just a spark of faith like that mustard
seed. Miracles are real, and they’re real today.

C. Elijah Bronner: Praise God, praise God. Stand on your feet. We are dismissed.
You can go in peace, in Jesus’ name, Amen.

00:30:03

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part 6 of
the series titled, “Making Prayer Fun” by C. Elijah Bronner. This
message is number 7774. That’s 7774. To listen to over a
thousand free messages, or to send this message number 7774 to
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often, because brother, you need
the word.

(Music playing)

00:30:46


