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C. Elijah Bronner: If you can't do it in Jesus’ name, you shouldn’t be doing it. And if
you can't say it in Jesus name, you shouldn’t be saying it.

Automated Voice: You are listening to Brothersoftheword.com. This is part seven of
the series titled “Making Prayer Fun” by C. Elijah Bronner. This
message is number 7775, that’s 7775. Listen to over a thousand
free messages on Brothersoftheword.com

(Music playing)

Automated Voice: And now for 7775, Making Prayer Fun, Part seven.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the Word. We welcome all of you joining us by television and
those of you joining us online at Brothersoftheword.com and
Facebook Live. Thank you for tuning in and streaming us today,
always a wonderful delight to have you to join us.

I would like to share just a little humor. Two brothers, they were
spending the weekend at grandma’s house for the holidays. And
right before it was bedtime, grandmother instructed them to have
a prayer. And so the younger brother, he was praying first, he
was just praying at the top of his lungs, He said, “God, I pray for
an Xbox.” He said, “God, I pray for a new bicycle.” He said, “God,
I pray for some new headphones.” And his older brother said to
him, he said, “Why are you shouting? God isn’t hard of hearing.”
He said, “I know, but grandma is.”

Well, we’ve been talking about the subject of prayer for several
weeks now. And this part seven, I believe, “Making Prayer Fun.”
We’ve been talking about delighting in God’s presence and we’ve
been talking about communing in prayer and enjoying the
privilege of prayer not as a duty to perform or an obligation to
keep but as a privilege to be enjoyed. And so we’ve been enjoying
God through the study of prayer. And I want you to realize that
when we pray, we are connecting ourselves to God’s inexhaustible
power and His might and His wisdom, so we have that connection
through prayer.

And you know, prayers can't be answered until they are prayed.
So they have to be prayed before they can be answered. Even
though God, He already knows what we have need of before we
pray or before we ask Him, but the Bible still tells us to ask Him.
Even though He already knows, it still tells us to ask.
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And so, prayer is powerful, prayer is powerful. Mark 11:24 says,
“Whatsoever things you desire when you pray, believe that you
receive them and you shall have them.” Prayer is powerful.
We’ve also shared some scriptures, Ephesians 6:18 says, “Pray at
all times on every occasion and every season in the spirit with all
manner of prayer.” And Romans 12:12, “Steadfastly maintain the
habit of prayer.” Steadfastly maintain the habit of prayer. And
so, prayer is a wonderful privilege. It is powerful, it’s dynamic
and it’s working, it yields wonderful results.

I got a text from a young man yesterday; he had just received an
answered payer. He said it was just so powerful, he said it was
greater than he had ever imagined. He said it was just so
overwhelming he had to pull his car over to the side of the road.
He said with tears streaming down his face, he just had to pull
his car over and shout and just rejoice. He just couldn’t believe
that God had answered his prayer in such a powerful way.

I said, “That’s our God, that’s our God.” God loves to answer our
prayer. God loves to do wonderful things for us. He loves for us
to commune with him and to be with him. God loves delight in us
as we are delighting in him. So when we’re talking about prayer,
it enables us to have wonderful results. “The earnest prayer of a
righteous man has great power and wonderful results.” The
earnest prayer of a righteous man has great power and wonderful
results.

I want to talk a little bit about prayer in the New Testament,
some prayers in the New Testament. Flip over to the Book of
Acts. Some of these accounts, I didn’t readily realize that they
were there. The Holy Spirit pointed out one to me that I didn’t
realize. He was showing me the power of prayer and how it yields
wonderful results and how it works in our lives. And I had never
really paid this one any attention. I didn’t even realize it was
there.

00:05:00

But this one is in the Book of Acts Chapter 4, and look at Verse
24, this actually a prayer. This is a prayer that the church was
praying here in Acts Chapter 4, Verse 24. And I want you to see
this prayer. It begins in Verse 24. Acts Chapter 4, Verse 24.
Notice this. It says, “And when they heard that, they lifted up
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their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God,
which has made heaven and earth and the sea and all that in
them is.” So they begin the prayer right there in Verse 24. I
wanted you to see that this is a prayer and that’s the beginning
of the prayer, Verse 24.

And I want you to pick up in Verse 29 through 31. You can see
that this portion of the prayer says, “And now, Lord, behold their
threatenings and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness
they may speak thy word by stretching forth thine hand to heal
and that signs and wonders maybe done by the name of thy Holy
Child Jesus.” And when they have prayed, the place was shaken
where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost and they spake the word of God with boldness.”

Now, I want you to see in this prayer here, in the Book of Acts, he
prayed for three things. He prayed for boldness. He said, “Lord,
I pray that we’ll have boldness.” And I want you to see that as
soon as they finished praying, Verse 31, the place was shaking
together where they were assembled and they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost and they spake the word of God with boldness. So
God answered the prayer as soon as he prayed it. He prayed for
boldness, number one, everybody say, “Boldness.” He prayed for
boldness, boldness.

There’s something about the Holy Spirit that when the Holy
Spirit comes, all of you, one of the characteristics of the Holy
Spirit coming on you is boldness. He will give you boldness.
There’s no timidness in the Holy Spirit, He gives you boldness.
You’ll find that with the Holy Spirit, there’s a boldness that comes
on you, and that’s what he prayed for there, he prayed for
boldness.

I saw a young man on YouTube. He was a Christian and he had
the boldness. He rode the train every day, and I believe it was in
New York City, but he rode the train everyday in New York City
and every day he would just preach walking up and down the
train. And he had a full audience every day he just preached, he
gave his testimony, he led people to the Lord. But he just did it
out in the open. I said, “Man, that is bold.” I said, “That is bold.”
He did it right down the subway train. He just walked the train
preaching and giving his testimony and inviting people to Christ
every day on the train. But that was a boldness, and that’s the
Holy Spirit. So He gives us the boldness. It takes the Holy Spirit
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to do that, but that was boldness. And so they prayed for boldness
and boldness came immediately when the prayer was finished.

The second thing that they prayed for, they prayed for signs and
wonders. And the third thing they prayed for, that God would
stretch forth His hand to heal. So they prayed for boldness,
everybody say, “Boldness.” They prayed for signs and wonders.
And they prayed that God would heal. They prayed that God
would stretch forth His hand and heal. I like that, I like that.
That’s what the Holy Spirit pointed out to him. He said, “Notice
what they prayed,” and he said, “Notice, immediately following
their prayer, that I answered their prayer.” And so boldness came
on them right away and they spake the word of God with
boldness.

Now, flip over one chapter and you’re going to see the rest of the
prayer manifest. You’re going to see the answer to the rest of that
prayer manifest right over in the next chapter, Chapter 5, look at
Verse 15 and 16. Now, notice this in Chapter 5, actually, look at
Verse 12, “And by the hands of the Apostles were many signs and
wonders wrought among the people.” What they had just prayed,
that in the previous chapter. They prayed for boldness which
happened immediately following the prayer. Here’s the signs and
wonders now manifesting. The signs and wonders manifested in
the very next chapter. And watch the healing manifest in Verse
15 and 16. “In so much that they brought forth the sick into the
streets and laid them on beds and couches that at the least the
shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them. And
there came also a multitude out of the cities roundabout unto
Jerusalem bringing sick folks and them which were vexed with
unclean spirits.”

00:10:07

And notice this, “And they were healed every one.” That’s exactly
what they prayed for. They said, “God, give us boldness, give us
signs and wonders, and stretch forth your hand to heal.” And you
see it taking place immediately. The Holy Spirit pointed that out.
I had never paid any attention to it, I had never known that was
there. But He said, “Notice, before the manifestation of those
things they prayed for. As soon as they prayed for boldness, they
prayed for me to heal, and they prayed for signs and wonders, and
it began to happen, it began to manifest in their ministry.”
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Man, I said, “Wow.” So you know, I started praying, I said, “Lord,
stretch forth your hand to heal today. We’re tired of burying
before their time.” Listen, I’m tired of going to the hospital
praying “bless me” prayers and “feel good” prayers. No, I want
God to heal these people again. I want God to heal these people
again. I’m tired of doing untimely funerals of young people. I
don’t mind doing funerals of people, you know, that lived to be 80
or 90 years, I don’t mind those funerals, they’ve lived their lives
out. But I don’t like doing funerals of people that are in their 30’s.
That’s premature.

And so I began to pray, “God, revive your works in the mist of the
years.” I began to pray, “Lord, I pray for your healing power to
manifest in that mist again, Lord. Stretch forth your hand to
heal.” Are we praying for these things? And so, He was showing
me before they happened somebody had to pray for them. We
have to pray for these things. You have to pray for him before
they begin to manifest. You have to pray. And so, keep that in
your prayer, that God would stretch forth his hand to heal and let
signs and wonders follow the preaching of the word once again.

And so, they prayed, they prayed and those things began to
immediately manifest in their ministry. So they prayed for
boldness, they prayed for healing, and they prayed for signs and
wonders.

Let me show you this one. This is another interesting account
over in the Book of Acts Chapter 10, the Book of Acts Chapter 10.
Notice this one, this is Cornelius the Centurion in Caesarea, Acts
chapter 10. And we’ll read Verses 2 through 4. Acts Chapter 10
Verses 2 through 4. Notice this. “A devout man, and one that
feared God with all his house which gave much alms to the people
and prayed to God always.” Look what happened, “He saw in a
vision,” evidently about the 9th hour of the day, “An Angel of God,
coming into him and saying unto him, Cornelius. And when he
looked on him, he was afraid and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he
said unto him, “Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a
memorial before God.”

Now, isn’t that something? The angel showed up because this
man was a payerer and a giver. I don’t know if that’s a word but
he was a prayerer and a giver. Because of his praying and his
giving, this angel appeared to him and the angel said, “Your
prayers and your giving have come up as a memorial before God.”
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Prayer connects us to heaven. Say that with me, “Prayer connects
us with heaven.” Prayer connects us with heaven, prayer is the
greatest wireless connection. It’s the greatest wireless
connection. Prayer connects us to heaven.

And so, his prayers and his giving actually came up before God.
And God honored Cornelius because he was a praying man and
he was a generous man, and God honored that. God honors your
prayer life, God honors your generosity. So much so that God sent
an angel just to let him know, “Your prayers and your giving have
come up before God.” “Your prayers and your giving have come
up before God.” So our prayers are powerful, our prayers are
powerful. So we couple giving with prayer, man, that’s a powerful
duo. Pray and give. Say it with me, “Pray and give, pray and
give.” Pray and give, that’s a powerful combination, pray and
give. You’re a generous person and you pray a lot, man that comes
up before God. GOD takes note of that. God takes note of that.
So we see here in the Book of Acts how prayer touches heaven.
Prayer touches heaven.

And there are some other prayers in the New Testament. I want
to you to see Jesus actually pray for us. Flip over to the Gospel of
Luke first and then we’ll come back to the Gospel of John. But
over in the Gospel of Luke, you'll see Jesus actually here praying
for one of his disciples. Luke chapter 22, Luke chapter 22 in Verse
31 and Verse 32. I want you to see this. “And the Lord said,
Simon, Simon,” talking to Peter, He said, “Behold, Satan hath
desire to have you that he may sift you as wheat. But I have
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not, and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brother.”

00:15:10

Notice that Jesus was praying for Peter. And Jesus prays for us.
Jesus prayed for Peter, Jesus prays for us. Jesus prays for us.
The Book of Hebrews lets us know in Hebrews 7:25 that “Jesus
ever liveth to make intersession for us.” He ever lives to make
intersession. So Jesus is praying for you right now. Isn’t that a
wonderful thought? Jesus is praying for you right now. Jesus is
praying for you right now. That’s an encouragement. You always
have somebody praying for you. Jesus himself is praying for you
right now. He’s praying for you right now. He’s praying that your
faith won't fail. He’s praying that you won't give up. Jesus is
praying for you right now.
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Now, flip over to the Gospel of John. I want you to see some of
this prayer. I like to entitle this, “The Master’s Prayer.” This is
actually the Master’s Prayer. You know, we’re familiar with the
Lord’s Prayer, but this is the Master’s Prayer, John chapter 17 is
the Master’s Prayer. I titled that myself, that’s the Master’s
Prayer, The Master’s Prayer. We’ll this is when Jesus himself,
before He left Earth, He prayed the entire Chapter 17 in the
Gospel of John, the whole Chapter of 17 as a prayer that Jesus
prayed before He left the earth. And it is so wonderful because
He prayed for us.

Let me show you that he prayed for us. Look at verse 20, you’ll
see that he prayed for us in Verse 20. And also look at Verse 9.
Well, let’s look at Verse 9 first and then we’ll read Verse 20. He
said, “I pray for them,” “I pray for them.” “I pray not for the world
but for them which though has given me for they are thine.” So
Jesus is praying for us. Now look at Verse 20 because you might
feel, “Well, you know, I wasn’t there in that time. He wasn’t
praying for me. He was praying for the disciples.” No, he got you
covered. He got you covered. He got you covered. Verse 20 is just
for you, notice this. He said, “Neither pray I for these alone.” He
said, “I’m not just praying for the believers that are here with me,”
“But for them also which shall believe on me through their word.”

So he’s praying for all future believers, all believers that will hear
the gospel one day. Jesus has already prayed for you. He’s
already prayed for us. He prays for you, he has prayed for you,
and he’s praying for you now. He ever lives to make intersession
for us. I like something that Robert McCain said. He said, “If I
could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not
fear a million enemies. Yet, distance makes no difference. He is
praying for me.” Think about that, if you could hear Christ
praying for you in the next room you wouldn’t fear a million
enemies. He is praying for you, distance makes no difference.
Jesus is praying for you right now, Jesus us praying for you right
now. Man, that’s powerful.

Jesus is praying for you right now. That gives you the strength
to go on. That let's you know you’re never alone, you’re never
without help. Jesus Himself, He’s always praying for you. He
said himself so you just set your self into agreement with him.
The Bible says that if any two of you shall agree on Earth, any
two of you, so you can set yourself in agreement with Christ, he’s
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always praying for you. He is always praying for you. Jesus is
praying for me right now. Isn’t that a comforting thought? Jesus
is praying for you right now. He is praying for you right now.

So in this whole chapter, John 17, this is the Master’s Prayer.
And He prayed some interesting things in this. I just sat down
and read the whole chapter and just really wanted to digest what,
you know, the heart of Jesus that he prayed for us that he was
praying to the father. But here, I jotted down some of the things,
just some of the highlights of what he was praying in John 17. He
made it known that he lived to glorify God. And I just took form
that prayer that we ought to live our lives in a way that glorifies
God and whatever we do or say should bring glory to God.

In fact, the Book of Colossians says that whatever you do or say,
you should do it all in the name of Jesus. So if you are doing
something and if you can't do it in the name of Jesus or if you’re
saying something and you can't say it in the name of Jesus, you
shouldn’t be doing it or saying it. That’s the test. If you can't do
it in Jesus’ name, you shouldn’t be doing it. And if you can't say
it in Jesus’ name you shouldn’t be saying it. So that’s how you
check yourself. Just before you say something, just ask yourself,
“Can I say this is Jesus’ name? Can I tell them off in Jesus name?
Can I curse them out in Jesus’ name?” So that’s the test. If you
can say it or do it in Jesus’ name, that’s how you know you’re
bringing glory to God. And so that’s the test. Colossians gives us
a test there. He said, “Whatever you do or say, do it in Jesus’
name.”

00:20:03

Well, that’s what Jesus did. Jesus, He made it very evident and
very clear and plain in John 17 that He lived His life to glorify
God. He said, “God, I have glorified you with the glory that you
gave me. I have glorified thee while I’ve been in this Earth, I’ve
glorified you.” So it lets me know that we ought to live our lives
where they bring glory to God. Everything we do or say, do it to
the glory of God.

Martin Luther said, “A dairy maid can milk cows to the glory of
God.” A dairymaid can milk cows to the glory of God. In other
words, it’s just simply saying, whatever you do, dedicate it to the
Lord and perform it with an awareness of God’s presence. So
whatever you do, you dedicate it to the Lord as unto Him, you do
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your very best, and you do it with an awareness of His presence.
So you can do any menial task, you can wash dishes to the glory
of God, you can vacuum your floors to the glory of God, you can
cook dinner to the glory of God, you can cut the grass to the Glory
of God.

And so, that’s what He’s saying, that whatever you do, do it to the
glory of God. So that’s the way Jesus lived His life. He lived his
life to the glory of God, whatever He did. And Jesus put it this
way. He said, “I only say, what I hear my Father say. I only do
what I see my Father do.” And so, He lived his life to the glory of
God. He always wanted to glorify God whatever he did. You do
it to the glory of God. No matter what your occupation is, you do
it to the glory of God. You bring glory to God. Whatever you do,
you do it to the glory of God. You do it to the glory of God. So that
was something I picked up from John 17.

Here’s something else that he said in the prayer in John 17. He
says, “Lord, I have finished the work which you gave me to do.”
And so, Jesus was very purpose-minded and he was very
assignment-minded. “I did what you sent me to do.” That lets me
know that we should always live with a sense of purpose. What
is my purpose? What am I doing with my time on earth? Why
am I here? Am I doing what God called me to do? What has he
called me to do? What is my purpose? What is my assignment?
What am I made to do? What am I created to do? Find what God
created you to do. That’s your assignment. What am I made for?
What are you created for?

And that’s what Jesus did. He said, “Father, I have finished the
work that you gave me to do.” I have finished the work that you
gave me to do. So we should live purpose-minded, we should live
assignment-minded, and we should live to the glory of God. Here
are some of the purposes of man in the earth here, it’s some of the
things that we should always keep in our mind as we try to live
purpose-filled lives.

Number one, we should live to know Christ. We should live to
know Christ. In fact, Jesus said as He prayed this prayer in John
17, He said, “Father, I came to give them eternal life.” And He
said, “Eternal life is knowing you and your son.” That is eternal
life. And so, that’s one of the purposes, our purpose is to know
him. That’s our purpose in life, our chief purpose in life. Paul’s
chief goal in life was to know him and to make him known. To
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know him and to make him known, that was his achieved goal in
life. To know him and to make him known. And so, that’s one of
our chief purposes in life, is to know Christ.

Another purpose in life is to become like him, it’s to become like
him. We should always be growing and developing and Christ
should be forming in us, we should be becoming like Christ. So
we should know him, we should become like him. And then we
should share him. That’s what Jesus said. His whole purpose
was. He shared God. He said, “Father, I have made you manifest.
I have declared you. I’ve let people see you. I let them see your
nature. I let them see what you’re like. I’ve revealed you to
everyone while I was here in the Earth.” And so, that’s what we
should be doing. We should be sharing Christ with others. That’s
part of our purpose, to know him and to make him known.

Another part of our purpose is to serve, to serve mankind, to serve
mankind. Another purpose is to demonstrate love. And another
purpose is to develop our gifts and our talents and our abilities.
So those are some of the purposes, as I saw Jesus in John 17, that
was what He was praying out. He prayed out the purposes of God
in His life that He had lived out and that He glorified God.

I’m out of time but I’m just going to run through just a few other
things I noticed in John 17. He gave the model and the example
that we should pray for one another in John 17. He also prayed
for our unity, “Father, I pray that they will be one as you and I
are one, as you are in me and I am in you and they are in me and
I am in them and we are in you.” And so, that was as a big push
on unity. So he prayed for unity, unity, oneness, togetherness.

He also prayed that we would have His joy. You'll find that in
Verse 13, in John 17. He prayed that we would have His joy. Isn’t
that good? We would have his joy. I’m glad he prayed that. Jesus
prayed literally that we would have his joy. He prayed that we
would have his joy. Praise God. He also prayed that we would be
kept form evil, that we would be kept in this world form evil, we
would be kept and sanctified through His word. He wanted to
make sure that we were kept. There are so many vices, there’s so
much darkness, so many things pulling at us all the time. He
prayed that we would be kept and sanctified through His word.

00:25:03
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He also prayed and He reminded God that God loves us as much
as He loves Him. He said, “Father, you love them as much as you
love me.” He prayed that, Jesus actually prayed that, “You love
them as much as you love me.” And he said, “The same love that
you love me with is in them.” Isn’t that good? Oh, man, I love
that. I love that. He prayed that, He prayed that.

And then the final thing he prayed, the final thing He prayed in
John 17, He prayed that our place would be with Him now and
throughout all eternity. He prayed that our place would be with
him now and throughout all eternity. That got me so excited.
That got me so excited because when He prayed He told God, He
said, “Father, I can't wait.” He said, “I can't wait until they can
come be with me throughout all eternity.” He prayed, He said, “I
can't wait until I can show them my full glory that you have given
me.” And so, Jesus actually prayed. He prayed, He literally
prayed in anticipation of showing us His full glory in heaven
throughout eternity. So we are with him now and throughout all
eternity. He can't wait to fully manifest Himself to you and all of
His glory. Isn’t that wonderful? Man, what a prayer. That’s the
Master’s Prayer in John 17.

Most people know the Lord’s Prayer, but very few people know
the Master’s Prayer, that’s John 17. Well, I taught you the
Master’s Prayer today. That’s John 17. Go home and study it for
yourself. It’s a beautiful book. And I just ran out of time, I don’t
have time to share everything I discovered in it, but it is a
powerful prayer, John 17, the Master’s Prayer. Praise God.

Well, I’m out of time. Those of you watching by television, I want
you to go to Brothersoftheword.com, you can listen to this entire
series “Making Prayer Fun” absolutely free of charge. You can
also email it to a friend. Thank you so much for joining us today
at Brothers of The Word. Because, brother, you need the word.

Automated Voice: You are listening to Brothersoftheowrd.com. This was part seven
of the series titled “Making Prayer Fun” by C. Elijah Bronner.
This message is number 7775, that’s 7775. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 7775 to
a friend, go to Brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you, and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.
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Female: Listen to borthersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word.


