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C. Elijah Bronner: When you spend time with the Word, you’re spending time with
God.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com. This is part eight
of the series titled “Making Prayer Fun” by C. Elijah Bronner.
This message is number 7776, that’s 7776. Listen to over a
thousand free messages on Brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:19-00:00:46)

Automated Voice: And now for 7776 “Making Prayer Fun”, part eight.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother, you
need the Word.

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you
joining us online at Brothersoftheword.com and Facebook Live.
Thank you for streaming us and tuning in to today’s service.
Always a wonderful delight to have you to tune in and join us.

Well I would like to share just a little humor. I’ve shared some
things from this little children’s book. These are children’s letters
to God, some little humorous letters that they wrote so I’ll share
a few more of these today. And this first one here’s Donny, the
little Donny writes. He said, “Dear God,” he said, “is Reverent Co
a friend of yours or do you just know him through the business?”

And here’s one that little Dhala(ph) wrote. She said, “Dear God,”
she said, “did you really mean, ‘Do unto others as they do unto
you’? Because if you did, then I’m going to fix my brother.” And
here’s one that little Joyce wrote. She said, “Dear God, thank you
for the baby brother but what I prayed for was a puppy.” And
here’s one that little Bruce wrote. Bruce said, he said, “Dear
God,” he said, “please send me a pony. I never asked for anything
before. You can look it up.” And here’s one, the final one we’ll do
is little Janet. Little Janet says, she said, “Dear God, I wish you
would not make it so easy for people to come apart. I had to get
three stitches and a shot.” Just little humorous children’s letters
and prayers.

Since we’ve been dealing in this series entitled “Making Prayer
Fun”. And today I want to just talk about New Testament prayers
and in particular, some of Paul’s prayers. Paul prayed several
prayers in the New Testament. There are two in particular that
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we’ll get to that I want to share. But just some of the powerful
prayers that the Apostle Paul prayed, here’s a good one, flip over
if you will with me to the Book of Philippians. That’s a nice little
prayer, not really the one I want to talk about but I just wanted
to point it out, just some of the prayers he opened up many of the
epistles with prayers and so, there’s quite a few prayers.

Here’s a good one. He prays here in Philippians 1:9-11, notice
what he says. He said, “In this I pray that your love may abound
yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment or
discernment.”

And so here’s his prayer. He’s praying that number one, that they
would increase in love, that your love would grow. He’s praying
that your love would have discernment so that you will grow in
love more and more. Your love would just abound and really grow
and then you have discernment and love. And then in verse 10
he says that “You may approve things that are excellent.”
Approve things that are excellent. And so, in other words, guard
your life, guard your life from things that are not godly, things
that are not good for you, things that are beneath godly
standards. Guard your life from those things. Approve things
that are excellent. Then he goes on saying, “And that you may be
sincere and without offense until the day of Christ.” So, you don’t
become easily offended.

Don’t get bent out of shape. If you’re bound in love more and more
and more, and you have a discerning love, then you’re going to be
able to not be bent out of shape and not have offense in your heart
and you know, not have these grudges and that people upset you
and you start disliking people. And so, he was saying, you know,
“I just pray that your love will get to a point where it’s a mature
love.” It will be a discerning love, not going to be easily bent out
of shape. You’re not going to be easily irritated or allow offense
to get into your heart. And then he goes on in verse 11, it says,
“Being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus
Christ unto the glory and praise of God.” And so, we begin to flow
in and with Christ Jesus.

I love that prayer. It’s a very simple prayer, a very simple prayer.
I just pray that your love will grow more and more. I just pray
that you’ll have discernment. I pray that you won’t let offense
come in. Pray that you approve things that are excellent and that
you’re walking in righteousness. Just a brief prayer. So, that’s a
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prayer that we can use in our lives. That’s a prayer that we can
pray for one another, pray for others. I love that little prayer
there in Philippians. I love that one, I love that one.

Now Paul didn’t pray this. Flip over the third John two, third
John two, it’s one you all know. Just a very common, familiar
prayer. Paul didn’t pray this one but I love it. Some just point it
out. But this is one the Apostle John prayed. Third John two
says, “Beloved, I wish --” King James says, “I wish above all
things” but one translation says, “Beloved, I pray that in all
things.” And so this is actually a prayer. So, he’s praying here.
He says, “Beloved, I pray in all things that though mayest prosper
and be in health even as thy soul proper.” So, that’s a good prayer
to pray for yourself and a good prayer to pray for others.

I love this translation so you can just get the full application of it,
the full meaning of it. In this translation it says very simply, it
says, “I pray that all may be well with you and that you may have
good health as indeed your soul is keeping well.” Isn’t that a good
prayer? That’s a good prayer. Just pray that. Just learn to pray
that for yourself, prayer for others. I pray that one for you all the
time. I just pray that life is well with you, and you’re in health
even that your soul is keeping well. What a wonderful prayer.
That’s a good prayer to pray for one another, to pray for others
and to even pray for yourself.

I just pray that all is well with you, that you may be in good health
and as indeed your soul is keeping well. So, just pray that life is
well with you. Pray that your body is functioning well and pray
that your spirit is functioning well. That’s what he’s praying. I
love that. That’s a great prayer.

Okay. Well here are the two that I wanted to talk about. Paul
prayed three prayers but I’ve taken -- the reason I call it two
because one set of prayers is prayed in the Book of Ephesians, the
other prayer is prayed in the Book of Colossians. And so he prays
in Ephesians chapter one, he prays in Ephesians chapter three
and then he prays in Colossians chapter one. He prays in those
three spots. I’ve taken all three of those instances of prayer and
I’ve combined them into one prayer. But we’ll look at them
individually. And then, I’ll pray them simultaneously all together
in one prayer because they are so good, I just picked up the pieces
from Ephesians one, Ephesians three and then Colossians one
and I just combined it into one prayer and something that I’ve
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been praying daily for the last few years but it’s a powerful
prayer.

These are some powerful prayers and so I just really wanted to
share those. We’ll look at the first one and we will work our way.
I don’t know how much we’ll get through today but we’ll at least
get started and work our way through these. These are some
powerful prayers. These are New Testament prayers and the
Apostle Paul prays these. We’ll look at the first one in the Book
of Ephesians chapter one. And we’ll actually start verse 16.
Verse 16 is the beginning of the prayer as you can see. Ephesians
1:15. We come back and it says, “Wherefore, I also after I heard
of your faith in the Lord Jesus and love unto all the saints cease
not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers.”

And then he’s saying, “This is what I pray for you. I pray this for
you all the time.” So, this is a really good prayer to learn. That’s
a good prayer to pray for yourself and it’s a good prayer to pray
for others. Verse 17, he begins the prayer. He says that “The God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory may give unto you
the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him.” So,
he’s praying that God will give you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation and the knowledge of Him. I like to add to that, the
knowledge of Him and His word because God and His word are
one. The gospel of John let’s us know in the beginning, was the
Word and the Word was with God and the word was God. So,
when you spend time with the Word, you’re spending time with
God. When you spend time with the Word, you’re spending time
with Jesus because the Word and Jesus are one. They are one.

And so, I like to say that, I pray that God will grant you the spirit
of wisdom, the revelation in the knowledge of Him, in the
knowledge of God and His Word. We need wisdom, we need
revelation to know God. You really do. It takes wisdom of the
Holy Spirit and it takes the revelation of the Holy Spirit really to
begin to know and understand God and His Word. And so, the
Word is already written with revelation. The Word is written
with revelation. So, this is the revelation of God. So, God’s Word
is the revealed revelation by the Holy Spirit as the Holy Spirit
moved upon the holy men of old(ph).

They wrote this and so this is the inspired Word of God. So, it is
a revelation. Revelation is built into the Word. However, we also
need revelation in our heart because see, there is a veil over the
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heart and so we need revelation to remove that veil over our
hearts so that we can understand the revelation as here in the
Word. So you need revelation working two places: in the Word
and in my heart. Say that with me, “We need revelation in the
Word.” Say, “in the Word and in my heart.” And so the Holy
Spirit is working in the Word and he’s also working in our hearts
removing the veil so that we can understand and receive the light
of revelation in our hearts and so it takes wisdom. It takes
revelation really to know God. So, that’s what he prayed.

He opened up praying that, “God, you will give me the spirit of
wisdom and revelation, the knowledge of You.” And so he prays
that. That’s a good prayer. Pray for the spirit of wisdom. Father,
I ask you to give me the spirit of wisdom and the revelation and
the knowledge of You and Your Word. Reveal Yourself to me. Let
me really know You. Let me come to know You. Let me have
intimate knowledge of You. Let my knowledge increase of You.
Let me really gain insight into You, God. Let me know more of
You. Let me have a clearer understanding. Let my heart by
enlightened about You and Your Word. So we need the revelation,
we need the revelation.

Here’s something I like. One translation says, “Not only are we
asking for wisdom and revelation and the knowledge of God, but
there is wisdom in revelation that comes through God and so, once
you have a relationship with God, once you have a closeness with
God then it’s no longer just revelation about Him, but now the
revelation flows through Him and so, God now gives us revelation.
He gives us insight into everyday life. So, the closer you get to
God, now you start getting revelation. So, the closer you get to
God, the closer you get to God’s Word, not only is there revelation,
not only do you know more about God and know about His Word,
that revelation now also flows through Him and so God is able to
give you revelation concerning daily life. He’ll give you revelation
concerning your marriage. He’ll give you revelation concerning
your finances. He’ll give you revelation concerning your health.

I remember my mother said, she woke up one morning with a
knowing that she needed to begin walking and she said it was
almost like she just knew it. Down in her nur(ph) she knew she
needed to start walking. Well, that was a revelation. That was a
revelation of the Holy Spirit and so it was the same revelation
that the Word is written by. It’s the same revelation that God
uses lifting the veil from my heart. So, when revelation comes to
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us in daily life, it’s one of the ways that God speaks to us. God
speaks to us through revelation. That’s one of the ways He speaks
to us, is through revelation.

Some people put it this way it’s a like a light bulb went off. You
ever felt that or you ever heard someone say that, “a light bulb
went off”? Well, that’s illumination. That’s a revelation and so
God speaks to us through revelation. It’s like all of a sudden you
know something or all of a sudden you have an idea. Well that
flash of revelation, well, that comes when you’ve spent time with
God and God will start giving you revelation, an insight into daily
life, into daily living. I mean, there are times when you just know
certain things.

I remember one time, I was actually -- this is kind of ironic, but I
was reading the Book of Proverbs one time. I was just studying
it and just sitting quietly reading the Book of Proverbs and all of
a sudden while I was reading the Book of Proverbs, God gave me
a revelation concerning one of my kids in their college situation.
It just came out of the blue. My wife and I had been discussing,
but we didn’t have a solution and I was reading the Book of
Revelation and while I was reading it, revelation came to me
concerning one of my children in their college and I jumped up
and I ran to her and I said, “Hey, you know the Lord just showed
me. Check this out.” See, so that was the same revelation that
God reveals His Word in the Word, in our hearts, but then that
same revelation that we get of God, in God now it flows through
God. So by Him, we get revelation into everyday life. We get
insight into everyday life.

You’d be surprised, you know, in your marriage, God will drop
revelation in your heart. He’ll tell you, “Don’t say what you’re
about to say. It’s not good for the relationship,” or He might say,
“Do this for your spouse even though you may not feel like they
deserve it. Do it anyway. Do it because it’s good. Do it because
it’s right. Do it because it’s out of love.” That’s the revelation of
the Holy Spirit. So God’s revelation is always available to give us
success in every area of life. So, His revelation, whether it’s
raising your kids, or whether it’s in your marriage, whether it’s
on your job, whether it’s concerning your health or your finances,
(00:14:52) telling you all the time. He tells us what God has told
him about his health. He already has laid out everything he
needs to do. God has told him to work out six days a week, he’ll
never be sick. See, that’s a revelation of the Holy Spirit. God has
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told us some things about his diet, how to fast. Ultimately fasting,
and he told me recently every 10 years God increases his
discipline in his diet and so forth so he will eat all fruits and
vegetables one day and he will drink water the next day. Well
that’s something God revealed to his heart, revelation concerning
his health.

So, God gives us insight in the daily life. This is what Paul prayed
for. I pray that God will give you the spirit of wisdom and the
revelation, the knowledge of Him and the more you get the
knowledge of Him, the more you come to know Him and get the
revelation of His Word then that revelation flows through into
your daily life. Man, isn’t that good? Am I the only one getting
happy here? Come on really, God. That’s good, that’s good. I
mean I just love that.

I'm beginning to see that and what this meant. That is so good.
So, God will give you some revelation. He’ll speak to you, but
that’s one of the ways that God speaks to you, by giving you light
and revelation. Light and revelation He gives you. That’s what
Paul prayed for. So, include that in your prayer, “Father, I pray
that you would give me the spirit of wisdom and revelation and
the knowledge of You and Your Word. Give me the spirit of
wisdom and revelation and the knowledge of You and Your Word.”
And then that revelation will begin to flow through to your daily
life and so wisdom is practical.

I want you all to say that with me. “Wisdom is practical. Wisdom
is practical.” And so God gives you practical solutions to daily life.
He gives you practical solutions. So, wisdom is very practical.
Jesus is made unto us wisdom. Jesus is made unto us wisdom.
Wisdom is practical. Wisdom is simply workable principles.
That’s what wisdom is. Wisdom is workable principles. It’s
practical and so, God will give you insight into different areas of
your life. That’s the wisdom of God. It’s the spirit of wisdom and
revelation. So, you pray that, pray for that. “Lord, I pray for the
spirit of wisdom and revelation, and the knowledge of You and
Your Word,” and it flows through into your daily life. Ask God for
wisdom into the different areas of your life and God will give you
wisdom.

The Book of Proverbs says that, “Out of His Mouth comes wisdom
and knowledge.” I don’t know if you know this. God is very wise.
He’s all-knowing. He’s omniscient. He knows everything about



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7776.mp3

everything. The earth is full of the wisdom of God. You will find
it in the Book of Psalms, Chapter 106, I want to say. Psalms 106,
you’ll find it. The earth is full of the manifold wisdom of God.
Everything in nature. Out of the course of nature was created by
the wisdom of God. Everything that you see in the animal
kingdom and in the plant kingdom and in the solar system, it’s all
designed by the wisdom of God. He set the seasons in motion. He
set the course of nature in motion. All of the insects and all of the
animals, all of the ecology, the weather patterns, all of that was
designed and set up by the wisdom of God. Everything that God
does is done by the wisdom of God which is the Holy Spirit who
has come to live on the inside of us.

Anybody else can see that? It’s the wisdom of God and so the earth
is full of the manifold wisdom of God. Everything that is set forth
in nature is done by the wisdom of God and so they’re saying
wisdom now is available to us by the Holy Spirit and so that’s why
Paul prayed that. I pray that you grant me the spirit of wisdom
and revelation and the knowledge of You and Your Word and then
into our everyday life. Praise God. That’s just the opening.
That’s just the opening prayer. That’s the opening part. That’s
the opening line that he gives. It’s amazing when you study
science and when you study nature, you see how brilliant God is.
When you study and you know how the earth is rotating, then it’s
rotating around the sun perfectly, perfectly balanced, right
distance. We understand the weight.

This is how bad God is. God is so bad. The Bible says He took
one drop of water in the palm of His hand. He weighed out all of
the oceans to be perfectly balanced in the earth. That’s in the
Book of Isaiah. Folks, God also -- oh man, I wish I had a minute
just to tell you how awesome God is. The Bible says that God took
one speck of dust in His hand. He weighed out all the mountains.
Everything is perfectly balanced, perfectly weighted. He had to
weigh these things so it would be perfect, so it can spin right,
rotate right. God did all of that. Everything in the insect
kingdom. Everything in the animal kingdom. All of that stuff
operates according to the wisdom of God. God set it all up. Well,
it’s that same wisdom that runs all of that. It’s the same wisdom
available to us to help us in our everyday life. It’s the wisdom of
God and so, Paul prayed there in the opening part of that prayer.
“I pray that you be filled the knowledge. I pray that God will
grant you the spirit of wisdom and revelation and knowledge of
Him as He takes wisdom and revelation to understand God.”
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God has to reveal himself to us. God makes himself known to us.
He makes His Word known to us. That’s the power of the Holy
Spirit. God comes in us to show us himself, and He not only shows
us Himself, He is able to how us everything concerning life,
everything that concerns every detail of our lives. That’s the
wisdom of God. Praise God, praise God, amen.

I’m happy, I’m just happy. I’m happy. You all are quiet, but I’m
happy. Praise God. I’m just happy, I’m happy, I’m happy, I'm
happy. That’s the wisdom of God. Praise God. That’s just the
opening line. He goes on in verse 18, Ephesians 1:17 we just
covered, but in verse 18, that the eyes of your understanding will
be enlightened. One translation says that the eyes of your spirit
will be flooded with light, eyes of your heart will be flooded with
light.

So, God enlightens us, God enlightens us. Proverbs says that,
“The spirit of man is the candle of the Lord.” So, God knows how
to turn your light on, God knows how to turn your light on. So,
God, He enlightens us through our spirit. He enlightens us
through our spirit. And so, that’s part of the prayer. Pray that
the eyes of your understanding would be enlightened that you
would receive the inner illumination of the Holy Spirit. So, He
enlightens us from the inside. He enlightens us from the inside
and gives us wisdom and revelation. That’s verse 18.

And then the second part of verse 18, he says, “That the eyes of
your understanding be enlightened that you may know what is
the hope of His calling,” what is the hope of His calling. And so,
this is what you pray, “Father, I pray you give me the spirit of
wisdom and revelation, pray the eyes of my understanding would
be enlightened, pray that I understand clearer, I have more
knowledge, more understanding, I understand it.”

And then he goes on to pray, “Father, I pray that I know the hope
of your calling.” All of us have a calling. We all have a general
overall Christian calling and there’s a hope attached to that. And
so, he’s praying here that we would know the hope, God’s desire,
God’s purposes, God’s plan for every Christian, that we would
know the hope of His calling.

So, you have to pray that. “Father, that I would know the hope of
your calling,” and then not only the overarching hope of every
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Christian but then individually God has a plan for you. He has a
purpose for you and you create it and you pray, “Father, that I
know the hope of that calling, that I know the reason that you
have me in the earth. Father, I pray that I’ll know the reason
that you have me in the earth. I pray that I’ll know my
assignment. I pray that I’ll know what you want me to do.” That’s
all a part of this prayer.

Man, this is a powerful prayer, and so, we’re going to unpack it.
This is a packed prayer, and I’m only in Chapter 1 but this prayer
is in Chapter 1, Chapter 3. It’s also in Colossians 1. So, we’re
going to cover all of that. I’m just going line upon line, precept
upon precept and having fun in the meantime. Amen.

Anybody else having fun? Anybody else having fun? All right, all
right. Oh man, I’m having fun. That we would know the hope of
His calling, here’s some other translation that you may realize the
hope given by God’s call. So that you may know what is the hope
which His call to you inspires.

What is it that God’s call to me, what's the hope that it inspires?
It inspires something that God wants you to do. What is it you
want me to do, God? What have you called me for? Why am I
here? What's my reason for existing? What's your plan for me,
your purpose? So that’s something that you pray. “God, what is
your desire? What’s your will? What is it you have for me?”

Like I said, we have that overall arching Christian hope because
of our Christian call and then there's an individual call to our
lives that we might know the hope of that calling. Father, I pray
that I know the hope of your calling. I want to fulfill every part
of the call God has in my life. I want to know the hope of that call.
So, you have to pray that, you have to pray that. Man, we’re going
to stop right here. I just want us to introduce Paul’s prayer and
we will pick it up next time but we will study Ephesians 1,
Ephesians 3 and Colossians 1. Praise God.

Those of you watching us via television, I want you to go to
BrothersofTheWord.com. You can listen to this message in its
entirety. You can also email it to a friend absolutely free of
charge.

Well thank you so much for joining us today at Brothers of the
Word, because brother, you need the Word. Amen, amen.
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Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com. This was part 8 of
the series titled, “Making Prayer Fun” by C. Elijah Bronner. This
message is 7776, that’s 7776. To listen to over a thousand free
messages or to send this message number 7776 to a friend, go to
BrothersofTheWord.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Automated Voice: Listen to BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother, you
need the Word.


