
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy

Making Prayer Fun

Sermon Title: Making Prayer Fun
Sermon Number: 7779
Speaker: C. Elijah Bronner

Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7779.mp3
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/7779.mp4

BrothersofTheWord.com



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7779.mp3

C. Elijah Bronner: When there is an opportunity to show love and you don’t want to,
then the love of Christ compels you.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part 11 of the
series titled “Making Prayer Fun” subtitled, “Paul’s Prayers -
Part 4” by C. Elijah Bronner. This message is number 7779, that’s
7779. Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 7779, Making Prayer Fun - Part 11, Paul’s Prayers -
Part 4.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word. We welcome all of you joining us by television and
those of you joining us online at brothersoftheword.com, Facebook
Live, welcome to today’s service, always a wonderful delight and
joy to have you to tune it in to be with us.

We’d like to share just a little humor. An 82-year-old man, he
went to the doctor to get a physical and he didn’t look too good.
So, a few weeks later, his doctor saw him walking down the street
with a beautiful young woman on his arm and the doctor went up
to him and said, “You look great. What happened?” He said,
“Well, doc, I just did what you told me to do. Get a hot mama and
be cheerful.” The doc said, “That’s not what I told you. I said you
have a heart murmur, be careful.”

Well, we are doing part 4 and this will probably be the final part
of this series entitled “Paul’s Prayers.” Paul’s prayers, we’ve been
studying some of his New Testament prayers particularly in the
book of Ephesians Chapter 1. We concluded chapter 1 and so we
are right in the middle of chapter 3. So if you just open your bibles
up to the book of Ephesians Chapter 3, we will jump right in
where we left off last time concerning Paul’s prayers. And these
are just some powerful new testament prayers that he prayed for
us as believers and that we can pray in our daily prayer lives, we
can also pray for one another, but these are just some powerful,
powerful prayers that Paul prayed in Ephesians Chapter 1 and
now we’re in Chapter 3. Ephesians Chapter 3, we’ll just take it
from the beginning and we’ll just skip down to the part where we
left off.
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You can start at Ephesians Chapter 3, Verse 14 it says, “For this
calls I bow my knees unto the father of our Lord Jesus Christ of
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named that he
would grant you according to the riches of his glory to be
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the internment.” So,
that’s where we left off last time talking about this strength that
takes place on the inside of us in the internment by the Holy
Spirit and how we are strengthened with all might, all might,
we’re strengthened at all points in our lives by the Holy Spirit and
that’s a powerful portion to include in that prayer.

And then we pick up with Verse 17. He says, he’s also praying
here, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” “That
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith,” and so we understand
here that by a continual exercise of our faith in Christ Jesus, he
dwells in our heart, he dwells in our heart as we continually
exercise our faith in him.

Now, at one time, God dwelt in a tent. At one time He dwelt in a
tent, even further in the back of that tent he dwelt in a box, the
Ark of the Covenant. And so later on, Solomon built him a temple,
a real house to live in, so he dwelt there in the temple. But I want
you to know now he has chosen our heart as his home. He could
live anywhere in the universe but he chose your heart to be our
home.

00:04:59

So Paul praised him for us that Christ would dwell in our hearts
by faith and Jesus even says “If you’ll invite me in, I’ll come into
your heart”. He says “I stand at the door and knock and if any
man would hear my voice and answer and open the door, I’ll come
in and sup with you, you with me.” And so, if we invite him into
our hearts, he comes in to live in our hearts and we’ll simply invite
him and open the door for him to do so.

And so, we see that Christ, he dwells in our heart. If he finds that
his law is written in our heart, if he finds that his love has been
shared abroad in our heart, his spirit lives in our heart, then
Christ dwells there. Christ dwells, Christ dwells in our heart.

Let’s look at a few scriptures here. Flip over to 1 John. 1 John,
we’ll just talk a little bit about this, him living on the inside of us.
1 John Chapter 3 and that’s at the back of your bible. 1 John
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Chapter 3 in Verse 23 and 24, notice what it says here. Verse 23,
“And this is his commandment that we should believe on the
name of his son Jesus Christ and love one another as he gave us
commandment and he that keepeth his commandments, dwelleth
in Him and he in him and hereby we know”, everybody say, “We
know that he abideth in us by the spirit which he hath given us.”

And so, if we keep his commandments, if we keep his
commandments, then we know that he abides in us and we and
Him and He has given us the Holy Spirit and he dwells in us
through the form of the Holy Spirit. So here is further proof of
Christ leaving in our heart. You don’t have to turn to this one but
Colossians 1:27, the great mystery of all the ages was unfolded in
the statement that Paul wrote, “Christ in you, the hope of glory”
and that was a great mystery. That was a great mystery
throughout all the ages that God wanted to reveal and the great
mystery was Christ in us. That was his hope, his hope for Christ
to be in us, the hope of glory. So Christ, he dwells in our hearts
by faith, he dwells in our heart by faith.

And I want you to see that one translation adds a little twist to
this, gives us a little different light on it, a little different
meaning, but it says that Christ would be more at home in your
heart. So, it’s not doubting that Christ is in your heart, but what
he’s wanting to make sure he’s letting us know that you can make
Christ more at home in your heart. You can make Him more at
home in your heart. And so there is a condition of heart where he
doesn’t feel at home and this is what he addresses here.

And so, Jesus himself, he actually talks a little bit about that.
Let’s find out what he himself says about coming to live in our
heart. Flip over to John, the Gospel of John, this is big John, not
the epistles, but this is the Gospel of John -- Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John. Flip to that John, John Chapter 14. John Chapter
14, Jesus himself talks about coming to live in our heart if we
meet certain conditions.

So, John Chapter 14, John Chapter 14, we can start at verse 20.
Notice what it says, “At that day ye shall know that I am in my
Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” Verse 21, “He that hath my
commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he
that loveth me shall be loved of my Father and I will love him and
will manifest myself to him. And Judas saith unto him, not
Escariot,” he says, “Lord, how is it that thy will manifest thy self
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unto us and not unto the world? Jesus answered and said unto
him, he said, “If a man love me, he will keep my words and my
Father will love him” and notice this, “And we will come unto him
and make our abode with him”.

So Jesus said there that if you keep my words, if you keep my
commandments, I’ll love you, the father loves you, not only will
we love you, we will come and move in with you.

00:10:00

Jesus gives us that condition of His moving in into our hearts. It
said, “We will keep His words.” We will keep His word and we’ll
keep His commandments. If we’ll keep His commandment of love,
that's the primary commandment. That's the major
commandment that He gave us and we’ll keep that
commandment. If we will love one another as He has loved us,
He would come, He and the Father would move in and live with
us. If we will keep His words -- if we will keep His words, His
given us His word. If we will keep His words, if we will keep His
commandments, and then there are times were He speaks to your
heart. He will tell you some things to do. So, if you keep His
word, He says, “I’ll come and live with you. The Father and I will
come and make our boat with you.”

And so, if we choose just to summarize some of these conditions
that we choose to follow His ways, and we choose to follow His
word, we choose to follow His spirit, we choose to commune with
Him and just to be aware of His presence. If we live a life where
we’re quick to repent, quick to forgive, quick to trust God, if you
have a heart like, well that's the kind of heart that Christ dwells
in, and it makes Him feel at home. We’ll make Him feel at home
when we have that type of heart where we’re quick to forgive,
quick to repent, quick to believe God, it creates an environment
where He feels at home.

And so, those are just some few scriptures. I have a couple of
more. Let me show this one just to show you how He lives in us.
Flip over to 2 Corinthians Chapter 6. We look at one in 2
Corinthians Chapter 6. We’ll look at this one. This is just a little
further study of the Father and Jesus in the form of the Holy
Spirit coming to live on the inside of us. 2 Corinthians Chapter
6, Verse 16, 2 Corinthians Chapter 6 and Verse 16. Notice what
it says here, it says, “In what agreement have the Temple of God
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with idols for ye are the temple of the living god as God have said,
I will dwell in them and walk in them, and I will be their god and
they shall be my people.” We’re the temple of the living god. And
so, God says that I will live in them. I will walk in them. They
shall be my people and I shall be their god.

And then there is one final, one I want us to look at. This is 1
Corinthians, 1 Corinthians -- We see another form of God living
on the inside of us, dwelling in our heart through the Holy Spirit,
1 Corinthians Chapter 6. 1 Corinthians Chapter 6, 1 Corinthians
Chapter 6, and we’ll look at Verse 15 and Verse 19, 1 Corinthians
Chapter 6 Verse 15 and Verse 19. Notice what it says there. It
says, “No, ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ. No,
ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ.” That's Verse
15 and then drop down to Verse 19. He further ask the same
questions. “What, no ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of God and ye are not
your own for you been bought with a price. Therefore, glorified
God in your body and then your spirit which are God.” So, our
body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, our body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost. No ye not that your body is the temple the Holy
Ghost and so let us know that, our bodies are members Christ.
So, Christ lives in our heart. Men, that really affects you in the
way you live just having that knowledge that Jesus is living on
the inside of men. How I am living, is it making him comfortable
or is it making him uncomfortable? So, Jesus lives on the onside
of us.

And so, this was the Apostle Paul prayed and he invited us to pray
that. I pray that Christ would dwell, make Himself more at home
in your hearts by faith. And so, the way we live that we live our
lives on a way where Christ has made to feel at home in our
hearts. Are we aware of his presence at all times as we live our
lives with an awareness of the presence of Christ? So, are we
drawing upon his strength, are we drawing upon his anointing,
are we drawing upon his spirit, are we constantly recognize on
the fact? I mean, this is the great mystery that has unfolded
throughout the ages. Christ in you. The hope of Glory and God
says, “I will live in them and walk in them. They shall be my
people and I will be their god.”

00:15:01



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7779.mp3

Men, what a great time we are living in. That you are the temple
of the Holy Ghost, you are the temple of the Holy Ghost. Your
bodies are the members of Christ, your bodies are the members of
Christ. And so, in those particular instances he was teaching
them to be careful of what you're doing with your body because
your body is not your own. You belong to God now, you belong to
God now. And so, you should only involve your body in things
that glorified God, things that glorified God because he now lives
on the inside of you.

And so, people were living in a kind of way and Paul was simply
giving a gentle reminder. Don’t forget Jesus lives on the inside of
you and sometimes we have to remind ourselves Jesus lives on
the inside, Jesus lives on the inside of us. That reminds me, there
is a verse and it’s actually deals with the next part, it deals with
the next part. Go back to Ephesians Chapter 3, Ephesians
Chapter 3 where we are at Verse 17. Ephesians Chapter 3 Verse
17, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith that ye being
rooted and grounded in love,” rooted and grounded in love.

Now, some other translation says, “To be firmly planted and
established in love, firmly planted and established, having your
roots deep and your foundation strong in love.” One translation
says, “May your roots go down deep into the soil of God’s
marvelous love, rooted and grounded in love.”

Now, this reminded me and this is where I was about to go a
moment ago, but this reminded of verse over in 2 Corinthians
Chapter 5, Verse 14. It says that, “The Love of Christ constrained
of me,” the love of Christ constrained of me, constrained of me.
Now that word, “constrained of” in the Greek it is “soon echo,”
soon echo. Everybody say, “Soon echo,” soon echo. “The love of
Christ constrained of me,” soon echo. Soon means “together,” soon
means together, echo means, “To hold.”

And so, it was saying that the love of Christ holds you together,
the love of Christ holds you together, and a little deeper meaning,
it means to firmly grip you. It holds you tight. It kind of reminds
me of a girdle. It grips you, it holds you tight. It holds you
together, firmly grips you, the love of Christ constrained at us, the
love of Christ constrained at us.

And so, it firmly grips you, holds you tightly and that's Christ love
for you, the fact that His love for you motivated Him to die for you
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and Paul has said, “The love of Christ that constrained us, that
holds us together. It firmly grips us and it leaves us no option,”
leaves us no option. And it actually has a two-fold meaning. So,
it means a tight grip that prevents escape, a tight grip that it
prevents escape, and it has two meanings here.

So, one of the meanings it means to compel you and then the
opposite it also means to restrain you. The love of Christ
constrained at us, means to compel you and it also means to
restrain you. Well, when there is an opportunity to show love and
you don’t want to then the love of Christ compels you.

Now, remember it means to grip you tight. So it’s almost like it
has a hand on your back and it just squeezing your shirt, holding
you tight. And so, when you don’t want to forgive somebody, you
don’t want to do it, it nudges you on the back. So it’s pushing you
to do what you don’t want to do. That’s a love of Christ
constrained at us.

Now, here is the opposite meaning. It also means to restrain us.
Now, say for instance somebody just gave you a piece of their
mind. Well, your fleshly inclination is to give them a piece of your
mind. And so, now the love of Christ restrains you, it pulls you
back, it tags your back when you want to do something that's out
of the character love. It pulls you back, it restrains you.

I was driving one time, this 18-wheeler, he almost ran out the
road and I held my horn down so that he can see me, and so he
wouldn’t run in to me. He didn’t appreciate me holding my horn
down. And so, he let his window down and he said just few a
choice Sunday school words at me. Now, I was compelled to
respond, but the love of Christ restrained me. I felt the love of
Christ pulling me back. And then, not only did I feel it pull me
back to keep from saying anything harmful to him. I felt it pushed
me to pray for him. And then, I said “Father, he obviously doesn’t
know you and he didn’t know me either.” I said, “I prayed that he
would come to know your Father, I prayed that he would come to
know you, I prayed that he would come to know you.” So, that
was a love Christ, it restrained me from retaliating in the flesh
and then it pushed me, it propelled me.

00:20:04
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So, the love of God compels you in love then it restrained you in
love. Ain’t that good to have that little mechanism working in our
lives? That's the love of Christ. He dwells in our heart and then
He prays that we will be rooted and grounded in love. And so we
have that little mechanism, that little love mechanism that
compels us and it restrains us at the same time. That’s Christ
living on the inside of us, that’s being rooted and grounded in His
Love.

Now, look at here, we’re finished up here. We’re close out here,
but Verse 17, “That Christ may dwell in your heart by faith that
you’re being rooted and grounded in love may be able to
comprehend with all saints for it is the breadth and length and
depth and height.” What is the breadth and length and depth and
height into the love of Christ which passes us?

And so, He’s given you the dimensions of Christ’s love just so you
would know how great it is. What is the breadth of this love? The
breadth there is referring to all ages, all nations, all races, all
statuses of men. That's the breadth, that’s the breadth of Christ
love. It expands to all ages, all nations, all races, all status of
men. That’s the breadth of his Love.

And then, it says in the length of His love, the length of His love
is from eternity to eternity. It’s showing us how great His love is,
then it says the depth of His love. The depth of His love is deeper
than the deepest hell, it’s deeper than the deepest hell, and then
the height is higher than the highest heaven. That's the length,
the width, the depth, and the height of His love.

To know the love of Christ and this also shows us that the depth
of His love is when He reaches down. When we’re in our worst
state, when we’re in a simple state the love of Christ reaches down
to pick us up, that’s the depth of His love, that’s the depth of His
love. And then, the height of His love, He takes us, He sets us in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that's the height of His love.

So, from the depths to the height, and so this little verse just goes
into the dimensions of Christ love, the breadth of it, the length of
it, the depth of it and the height of it, but it compels us, it restrains
us, be rooted and grounded in the love of Christ. Praise God.
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We’re going to stop right there. We’re going to stop right there.
And to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge that you
might be filled with all the fullness of God.

We’re going to stop right there and I'm going just -- I'm going to
recite the prayers that we've been studying. I'm just going to
recite the prayers. I've kind of blended them together out of
Ephesians Chapter 1, Chapter 3 and then Colossians Chapter 1
that we haven't looked at, but I'm going to just sort of blend them
together and just recite them. But He prays -- and this is
something that we can pray. This is something I pray every day.

I pray that God would grant me the spirit of wisdom and
revelation and the knowledge of Him in His word. I pray that the
eyes of my understanding would be enlightened. I pray that I
would know the hope of His calling and the riches of the glory of
His inheritance and the saints. And the seeding greatness of His
power toward us who believe, the same power that raised Jesus
from the dead. I pray that Christ would dwell in my heart by
faith. I pray that I’d be strengthened with might in my inner man
by the Holy Spirit. I pray that I would be rooted and grounded in
love and know the love of Christ which passes knowledge. And
all of His wonderful dimensions and I pray that I be filled with all
the fullness of God. I pray that I would walk worthy unto him,
being fruitful in every good work. I pray that I would increase in
the knowledge of Him and His word. I pray that I would be filled
with the knowledge of His will and all wisdom and the spiritual
understanding. I pray that I’d be strengthened with might
according to His glorious power and all patience with joyfulness.
Praise God. Give me a hand because that's Ephesians.

That's Ephesians 1, that's Ephesians 3 and that's Colossians 1. I
put all of them together in one prayer, but I pray that every day
because it is such a powerful prayer, that’s a powerful prayer and
that's what we’ve been doing in these sessions. Just kind of
taking that prayer a part and looking at each component of it, but
its powerful prayer. Begins -- we will study that Ephesians
Chapter 1, Ephesians Chapter 3, and Colossians Chapter 1.
Those three prayers that He prays, those are powerful, powerful
new testament prayers for the believer and learn to pray them for
yourself. They are so powerful. Amen, amen, amen, amen. Did
anybody get anything out of these prayers? Amen, amen.
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Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part 11 of
the series titled “Making prayer fun” subtitled. “Paul’s Prayers”
Part 4 by C. Elijah Bronner. This message is number 7779, that’s
7779. To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this
message number 7779 to a friend got to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That's
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother you need
the word.

(Music Playing)
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