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C. Elijah Bronner: We are to look for kindnesses that we can express to each other.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part four of
the series titled, “Walking In Love” by C. Elijah Bronner. This
message is number 7783. That’s 7783. Listen to over a thousand
free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 7783, “Walking in Love” part four.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word. We welcome all of you joining us by television,
and those of you joining us online at brothersoftheword.com,
Facebook. Thank you for tuning in and streaming us live all
around the world, delighted to have you.

I would like to share just a little humor. A reporter walked up to
a little old man, rocking in his rocking chair on his porch. And
she said to Him, “I couldn’t help noticing how happy you look.
What is your secret for a long happy life?” He answered, “I
smoked three packs of cigarettes a day. I also drink a case of
whisky a week. I eat fatty foods and never exercise.” “Wow, that’s
amazing,” the women said. “How old are you?”, “26,” he replied.

Well, we have been sharing a series entitled “Walking In Love”,
and this is part four. Walking In Love, part four. And we left off
dealing with the great love chapter in the Bible that was espoused
by the Apostle Paul, which is First Corinthians 13. And that’s the
greatest love chapter in the whole Bible.

However, the greatest love book in the whole Bible is First John.
First John is the greatest love book in the whole Bible, and I
would have to venture to say that the second greatest love chapter
in the whole Bible is First John, Chapter 4, First John, Chapter
4. You don’t hear people talking about it much, everybody knows
First Corinthians 13, but actually First John, Chapter 4 is the
second most powerful love chapter in the Bible.

I’ve been reading a lot in First John, I’ve read it several times this
week just -- I don’t know, something just kept drawing me back
to it everytime I finished, I just felt prompted to read it again.
And so, I love it because it’s only five chapters, so you can read
First John in one sitting. So, you can read it, it won’t take you
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about 20 minutes to read First John. But I’ve read it, I don’t
know, maybe five or six times this week. I love it. I just kept
going back to it and I just got addicted to it. I got addicted. Turn
to your neighbors say, “He got addicted to First John.”

There’s something about it that it’s addicting. It’s addicting, but
it is good. It’s the second greatest love chapter in the whole Bible,
and he just shared some powerful truths and, you know, after we
finished studying First Corinthians, we’ve probably go and study
First John particularly Chapter 4, but First John is powerful, and
it has a powerful, powerful love principles in it. And it is the
greatest love book in the whole Bible.

But anyway, we took a text over in -- you don’t have to turn it, but
we took the text over in Ephesians, Chapter 5. One and two that
simply says, “Be imitators of God, as dear children; and walk in
love, as Christ loved you; you also walk in love.” And we’re
dealing with Walking In Love, part 4 and we’ve said that Christ’s
presence always results in love. And love is the -- it has to be the
guiding principle of all of our relationships.

Love is our guiding light, in fact -- and I guess I have read First
John so many times, my mind is now running over and over into
First John. In fact, First John says that he actually calls light,
love. Love, light, and life; they’re all synonymous. Jesus was the
light of the world. God is love, in Him was life.

00:05:04

And so, He is light, He is love, He is life. So, all of three those are
really synonymous terms, and he actually says there, “God is only
light”. God is only light, there’s no darkness in Him at all. There’s
only light in God, there is no darkness in Him at all. If you don’t
love your brother, you’re walking in darkness. So, how can you
have fellowship with him who is light, if you’re walking in
darkness? And he said, “Walking in love is walking in light.” So,
this is why it’s so important for us to walk in love, because you
can’t even walk with God, if you don’t love your neighbor because
that is darkness.

It actually says some pretty rough things about someone who
hates their brothers, it says that you are a murderer. God views
hating your brother; the same way that He views a murderer.
Man, that’s pretty strong, getting the strong term. He said, “If
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you hate your brother, you are a murderer.” You are a murderer.
And so love is light, love is life, and love is love, love, light, life.
Say that with me, “Love, Light, and Life”. Love, light and life,
those are synonymous terms, love, light, and life.

Well, let’s jump over into First Corinthians 13, we started going
through these phrases in First Corinthians 13, we started with a
charity of love, suffereth long, or you can say as patient, love is
patient, love is patient. And then also in Verse 4 and it goes on
to say “And it is kind, and it is kind, love is kind, love is kind.”
Kind we said is active in doing good. Active in doing good, so love
is not merely a disposition, kindness is not merely a disposition,
but it’s active in doing good.

Love is not merely talk, but love actually does; love does
something. So, say that with me love does, love does. Love is not
merely talk, it doesn’t merely talk, love does. Love is actually an
action. Love is an action. And so, it’s active in doing good. This
part of love, where love is patient, love is kind, that means it’s
active in doing good. We are to love indeed, love indeed. It also
means ready to show favors, ready to show favors. Seeks to be
useful, not only seizes opportunities to do good, but searches for
them. And so we are to look for kindnesses that we can express
to each other.

So, love is actually patient and just kindness is actively seeking
to do good to someone. It’s actively seeking to do good to
somebody, it’s on the hunt. Kindness is on the hunt to bless
somebody, to do good to somebody. And that’s the part of the love
of God. I actually brought a little video, I don’t know if AV has it,
but AV if you have that video you can play it, but I thought it
shows kindness and love, actively doing good and this is what it
would look like.

If everyone love one another in the whole world, this is what it
would look like if we sought to express love to one another.

(AV Playing: 00:08:59 – 00:13:41)

C. Elijah Bronner: Praise God, Amen. I believe that’s what the world would look like
if we were actively seeking to be useful and actually looking for
opportunities to do good and expressing kindness to each other
and that’s what love is. Love is expressed and it’s active. It’s an
active word, it’s an active term. And so love, that’s what we’re
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looking at here in First Corinthians 13, “Love is primary.” In fact,
I believe that when we step out into eternity, Rick Warren put it
like this in the Purpose Driven Life. He said, “There are going to
be two questions that God’s going to ask you. He’s going to ask
you, number one, ‘What did you do with my son, Jesus?’ And
number two, He’s going to ask you, ‘What did you do with the gifts
and the talents that I gave you?’”

And as I thought about it this love walk is that --I’ve been
studying in the scriptures on it, I wanted to add a couple more
questions I believe God’s going to ask us in eternity. I don’t think
Rick Warren would mind. But I believe number three, God is
going to ask you, “Did you walk in my will for your life?” And
number four, I believe He’s going to ask you, “How was your love
walk? How did you love your neighbor?” So I’ve expand it to four
questions.

00:15:00

Rick Warren’s original two, “What did you do with my son,
Jesus?” and “What did you do with the gifts and talents I gave
you?” And He will also ask you, “Did you follow my will for your
life?” And number four, “How was your love walk? How did you
love your neighbor?” Those are important subjects to God, as I
have studied the scriptures, I keep finding those coming up over,
and over, and over again, so I know that they’re very weighty with
God. And I believe that those are four things that God’s highly
concerned about in our life.

Back to first Corinthians 13, we see that love is patient, love is
kind. Love is patient, love is kind. And before I go on, I just got
to say this. Turn to your neighbors and he must say this. I got to
say this. This is actually from first John which I read it so much,
it’s almost like a recording. It was just running in the back of my
mind. So it’s running constantly in the back of my mind. But
first John says that, “If you want to be able to have confidence
that you receive when you pray,” he says, “Walk in love.” He said,
“Walking in love gives you confidence to receive when you pray.”

If you want confidence to receive when you pray, all you have to
do is make sure you’re walking in love. Walking in love gives us
confidence to receive when we pray. So, if you’re walking in love,
you have confidence to receive when you pray. You can go to God
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and get anything you need, because you’re walking in love. It
gives you confidence to receive faith works by love.

Galatians 5:6, “Faith works by love.” Love is a motivating
generator that generates our faith. So faith works by love. Okay,
I just had to get that up. Back to First Corinthians 13, I couldn’t
hold it any longer. I couldn’t hold it any longer, but first
Corinthians 13, “Love is patient, love is kind. Love envieth not.”
We talked about that and it is not competitive, it actually wants
other people to get ahead and rejoices with them. And then it
goes on to say, “Love vaunteth not itself or is not puffed up.” That
means that it doesn’t brag on itself. It doesn’t brag on itself, it’s
not arrogant.

And so there is something in the love walk that deals with
humility. Humility is a part of love. Humility is a part of love.
So there’s something about walking in love that causes you to
walk in humility. Humility is actually tied in; it’s one of the parts
of love. Love is like a tree that has a lot of branches to it. Love is
like a trunk of a tree, but it has a lot of branches. So one branch
is humility; one branch is kindness, and so one branch is
generosity, one branch is forgiveness. But love is the trunk of the
tree that furnishes the life to all of these different branches. In
fact, some believe that there’s really only one fruit of the spirit,
Love. And the other eight are simply offshoots of love. There is
only one fruit of the spirit. The other eight flow out of the primary
fruit which is love, love, love, love.

Love is the first fruit and all the other ones, they flow out of it.
And so we see that there’s a humility, there’s a humility in love.
Then the next part of First Corinthians 13 is, “Love doesn’t
behave unseemly;” doesn’t behave unseemly. That means that
it’s not rude. It’s not rude but is courteous. Love is courteous. It
does nothing out of place or time. It respects those above and it
is also kind to those beneath. So, those who are above you, love
shows respect to them, but it’s also kind to those who are beneath
you.

Praise God, isn’t love wonderful? Love is powerful. Now, the
picture I’m painting to you, this is the highest standard. You
know, I haven’t attained it, I don’t think anyone has attained it,
but it’s what we all are to strive for. And so God set a standard.
God is saying, “This is my love.” It’s the highest and the best form
of love. It’s the highest and the best form of love and it’s
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something that we are all to strive toward as Christians, as people
of God, we strive to the highest and best. So, it’s a high standard
and it’s not easy, it’s actually hard.

As I went through it I said, “Man, this stuff is said”. Love is hard,
you know. According to God’s definition, “Love is tough.” In fact,
it takes God to love, because he furnishes us with the love to do
this, because we can’t do this with our own ability. And so, God
actually furnishes us. The love to love. It’s actually Him coming
into our hearts and He simply said, “Let me flow out of you.”
That’s all love is; it’s God coming into our heart and saying, “Let
me live through you.” Let me live through you; let me flow out of
you.

00:20:04

So it’s really the life of God, it’s the life of God. It’s the light of
God that flows out of us because this is not natural love. This is
the way God loves us and that’s why it’s has such a high quality.
This is the way He loves us. And when you really understand how
much God loves you and then in turn, He feels you with that love,
so that you can love one another the same way He loves you. Oh
man, oh man. That is something powerful, something powerful
about that. But anyway, it’s not rude, but it’s courteous, it doesn’t
do anything out of place or time. It respects those above and
beneath; kind to those beneath and check this out. I like this last
part that says, “And it minds it’s own business.” Love isn’t nosy.

Love isn’t nosy. You know people who just meddle in everything,
they meddle in everybody else’s business. They just meddle,
there’s no love; minds its own business. It minds its own business.
In the next phrase, in First Corinthians 13 is, “Seeketh not her
own”. So love doesn’t insist on its own rights, doesn’t demand
precedence, it’s unselfish and so, this speaks to love being
unselfish. It doesn’t insist on having its own way, so love is
unselfish. Love is unselfish, it’s actually looking out for others.

Love wants to look out for others, it puts the other person first.
So love is unselfish. Say that with me, “Love is unselfish, love is
unselfish, love is unselfish.” And so, it’s not just thinking about
me and mine, love seeketh not its own, so it’s unselfish. It has
great interest in the welfare of others. It’s not just out for its own
welfare, but it seeks the welfare of others, that’s love, that’s love.
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And then the next phrase, “Love does not easily provoke.” It’s not
easily provoked. It’s not easily provoked.

And that simply is not irritable or touchy, it’s not hostile. I’m
going to repeat that again. Women, you all listen to this part.
And the man said “Amen.” Love is not easily provoked. Listen to
this again, “Love is not easily provoked, it’s not irritable or
touchy,” not irritable or touchy, not hostile, “not hostile but it is
graceful under pressure, it corrects a sharp temper, it’s not easily
angered.” It’s hard to make love mad in other words, really hard
to make love mad. Men, you ought to give me a special offer in
the after service today. You ought to just slip a $5 bill on my
pocket and say, “Appreciate that pastor, appreciate that and
that”.

All right the next phrase, “Love thinketh no evil.” Love thinketh
no evil, thinketh no evil. That mean it does not keep an account
of wrongs done to it, it doesn’t keep score, doesn’t keep score, it
erases resentments, it erases resentments, doesn’t seek revenge,
doesn’t seek revenge. It erases resentness; doesn’t keep an
account of wrongs done to it, doesn’t keep an account of wrongs
done to it. One man told this pastor he said, “Whenever my wife
and I argue, my wife becomes historical.” The pastor say, “You
mean hysterical,” he said, “No, I mean historical. She tells me
everything I’ve ever done wrong.”

So love does not keep an account of wrongs done to it, sometimes
we mentally keep a list of everything a person has done. No, but
love doesn’t keep an account. Man, aren’t you glad that God
doesn’t keep an account of everything you’ve done wrong? Oh my
goodness, that’s why this is God’s love, that’s why this is God’s
love, this is the way he loves us. God does not keep an account;
he does not keep an account. He doesn’t keep an account. Man,
he doesn’t keep an account. Think of every time you tried to pray
and God brought up everything you’ve ever done wrong. Oh man,
you’re able to stand because of the blood of Jesus. You’re able to
stand before Him as if you’ve never sinned. You are able to make
a request known to Him, and he treats you as if you have never
sinned, that’s the loved of God in his highest form, in his greatest
form, he treats you as if you have never sinned.

00:25:07
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Oh man, that’s the love of God, that’s the love of God. What if we
could learn to treat people like that, it erases resentments, doesn’t
seek revenge. Check this out, it will hardly give in to an ill
opinion of another. It’s hard for you to even to think something
bad of another person. It’s hard, you have to really convince it,
you have to really bring in all the evidence and even still, it
doesn’t want to think bad of anybody.

That’s the love of God, that’s the love of God, that’s the love of
God. I mean, now once love looks at all the evidence it may have
to go ahead and agree with you, but it’s hard, it’s not it’s first
instinct, it’s not what it wants to do, it’s hard for it to have an ill
opinion of another person. Man, that’s the love of God, that’s love
God, I’m going to give you a couple of more and we’ll stop for
tonight and we’ll pick up next time, I’m out of time.

But here, the next one is, “It rejoiceth not in iniquity.” Rejoiceth
not in iniquity, that means that it wishes ill to no one, wishes ill
to no one; doesn’t rejoices at the faults and failings of others, won’t
spread an evil report, won’t spread an evil report. And then the
final one -- I’ll stop with this one, “But it rejoices with the truth,”
that mean it aggressively advertises the good. Love aggressively
advertises the good, praise God. That’s the love of God, that’s the
love of God that we have and that we are entitled to walk in this
love; God’s kind of love.

There are -- and I’m done, but there are four major loves; we have
Eros which is erotic love, we have Philia which is brotherly love,
we have Storge which is family love, and then there’s Agape love
and that’s the one we’re studying, that’s God’s love. It’s the
highest, it’s the best kind, it’s not love that’s based on feeling, it’s
not love that based on how a person acts. It is love that is a
decision. It is love that you decide to do, your will to do it. God
loves us in spite of us, He loves us because He loves us. He made
up his mind to love us because He is love.

And so that’s the love that we are studying, we are studying agape
love, we’re studying Agape love. Praise God. Praise God. Amen.
Amen. Get the Lord some praise. Amen.

Stand in your feet, Stand in your feet. We have two minutes, I’m
closing out, but I want you to confess this with me, I told you that
I wanted to share a little secret with you to help you walk in His
love everyday. One of the best ways is to walk in His love on daily
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basis is to confess these verses that we are going over in First
Corinthians 13, primarily for Verses 4 through 8; confessing them
everyday and you confess things like, “I am patient and I am kind.
I don’t seek revenge, I don’t hold offense, I believe the best of every
person, I speak evil of no one.”

Think if you say these verses out loud to yourself everyday, every
morning, and it sets the tone for love throughout the day. You
have to remind yourself, because this is an active decision to walk
in His love. And so, you have to remind yourself, you have to
remind yourself and so just repeat after me.

C. Elijah Bronner: “The love of God.”

Audience: The love of God.

C. Elijah Bronner: “Has been shared abroad in my heart.”

Audience: Has been shared abroad in my heart.

C. Elijah Bronner: “By the Holy Ghost.”

Audience: By the Holy Ghost.

C. Elijah Bronner: “Romans 5:5.”

Audience: Romans 5:5.

C. Elijah Bronner: And then say this with me, “God loves me.”

Audience: God loves me.

C. Elijah Bronner: “Just as much as He loves Jesus.”

Audience Just as much as He loves Jesus.

C. Elijah Bronner: “According to John 17.”

Audience: According to John 17.

C. Elijah Bronner: And also say this, “The same love.”

Audience: The same love.
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C. Elijah Bronner: “That God love Jesus with.”

Audience: That God love Jesus with.

C. Elijah Bronner: “Abides in me.”

Audience: Abides in me.

C. Elijah Bronner: “And I will continue in that love.”

Audience: And I will continue in that love.

C. Elijah Bronner: “I’ll walk in that love.”

Audience: I’ll walk in that love.

C. Elijah Bronner: “I will dwell in that love.”

Audience: I will dwell in that love.

C. Elijah Bronner: “I will live in that love.”

Audience: I will live in that love.

C. Elijah Bronner: Let’s pray. Father, we just love you and praise you. We give you
thanks. Thank you for this divine love. In Jesus name, we pray,
help us to walk in it, amen, amen, amen, amen.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part four
of the series titled “Walking in Love” by C. Elijah Bronner. This
message is number 7783. That’s 7783. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 7783 to
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word.

(Music Playing)

00:30:23


