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C. Elijah Bronner: Everywhere we go, we should be brightening people’s day.
Somebody’s day should be a little better because we came by.

Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com. This is a message
titled, “Love Encourages” by C. Elijah Bronner. This message is
number 7784. That’s 7784. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on BrothersofTheWord.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:21 - 00:00:50)

Female: And now for 7784, “Love Encourages.”

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word.

We welcome all of you joining us by television and those of you
joining us online at BrothersofTheWord.com, Facebook Live,
welcome to today’s service. Always a wonderful delight to have
you to tune in and join us.

Would like to share just a little humor. A man went to a men’s
convention, and so when he got home, he was so pumped up and
so fired up about getting his house in order and taking charge and
he walked in to let his wife know who was in charge. He said,
“Look here, honey, there’s going to be some changes around here.”
He said, “Number one, you’re going to have this house cleaned
when I get home,” he said, “Number two, you’re going to take of
these children,” he said, “Number three, you’re going to fix me a
hot meal,” he said, “Number four, you’re going to draw me a bath
when I’m finished,” he said, “Number five, you’re going to lay my
clothes out,” and he said, “Number six, guess who’s going to brush
my hair?” She said, “The funeral director.”

Well, I’ve been sharing in a series on love and today, I want to
just use as a subject, “Love Encourages”. Love encourages, love
encourages and first Corinthians, you don’t have to turn there but
first Corinthians Chapter 8, verse 1. There’s a little phrase there
that says, “Love edifies.” Love edifies, that means to build up or
to encourage. Love encourages, love encourages. And also, first
Corinthians Chapter 13, which we’ve been studying in our little
series, but in verse 7, there’s a trio of statements that says, “Love
bears all things, believes all things, and love hopes all things.
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The meaning of all three of those is that love encourages.
“Beareth all things,” means that it holds other people up. Love
holds other people up or it lifts them, love lifts. Everybody say,
“Love lifts.” Love lifts, that’s what beareth all things means. It
means you hold someone else up. You lift them. And then
“believeth all things,” that means that love believes in a person.
It believes in them. Everybody say, “Believes in them”. So, it lifts
them, love believes in them. It believes the best. Love believes
the best in people. Love believes the best in people. Give you a
little acronym for the word best, when you want to bring out the
best in people. BEST means to believe in them. It means to
encourage them. It means to share with them. It means to trust
them, BEST, BEST. So. love believeth all things. Believes the
best of every person. Believes in them. It lifts them.

Then the third little phrase, “Love hopes all things.” Love hopes
all things. That means that love never gives up on a person. It
never gives up. It always affirms their future. Always affirms
them. Love always affirms them. Affirms their future. Never
gives up. So, love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things. It lifts them, believes in them and it affirms them. Never
gives up. It affirms their future.

So, love encourages. Love encourages. There’s so many people
that don’t have anyone to believe in them. They don’t have
anybody to believe in them and so, love lifts, love believes in them
and love encourages them. It believes the best in them, it affirms
their future. It affirms their future. John Maxwell said that
everyone needs the triple A treatment, and that’s attention,
appreciation and affirmation. Everyone loves to be appreciated.
Everybody loves to be appreciated.

00:05:03

A man went to his front door and a little dog was there and had
brought his newspaper. And so the man says, “Stay right here,
I’m going to go get you a treat.” He went to the kitchen and got
him a treat and brought it back and gave it to him. And the next
day, when he opened the door, the little dog had brought five
newspapers. See, everybody loves to be appreciated. Love
appreciates people. Love gives people attention. Love affirms,
love affirms. Love encourages, love encourages.
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There was a banker. This banker would often come across a
beggar on the street. And this beggar had a little tin cup there
where he collected his funds and people would often walk by, drop
in a few coins or a dollar. The banker went by the beggar and he’d
noticed that the beggar had a few pencils by his side. The banker
put a dollar in his little cup. He took one of his pencils and he
said, “You are a merchant, you’re not a beggar.” And he said, “I
expect good value from merchants that I deal with.” He left his
dollar in his cup and he took his pencils. About once a week, he
would see him and stop by and he would do the same thing. He
said, “You are a merchant, you’re not a beggar.” He would take a
pencil and leave him a dollar, “I expect good value from merchants
that I do business with.” This went on for months.

Finally, the banker didn’t see the beggar any longer. A few years
went by, the banker was walking down the street and he
happened to go into a store. The owner of the store was the
beggar. He said, “I hoped that you will find me one day.” He says,
“I’m no longer a beggar, I’m a merchant now, I own this store.”
He said, “The reason is because you kept encouraging me that I
wasn’t a beggar and that I was a merchant.”

Love encourages. Love lifts people. Love believes in people. Love
upholds people. Love affirms people. Love won’t give up on
people. Love affirms their future. Love encourages. It’s one of
the most powerful characteristics of God’s love is the way that it
encourages us, and the mandate that we have to use his love to
encourage others. Love encourages.

First Corinthians 13 also says that, “Love thinks no evil.” Won’t
give a bad report on anybody, won’t talk bad about anybody. It
won’t spread an evil report. It won’t rejoice at the faults or the
failings of others. Love won’t do that, because love encourages.

General Robert E. Lee. He was asked his opinion of an opposing
general who was his sworn enemy, and he gave a glowing
representation of the man, pointing out many truly great
qualities that he possess. An aid took him aside and said,
“General Lee, don’t you remember what that general said about
you?” And General Lee replied, “But they didn’t ask his opinion
of me, but my opinion of him.” He refused to say anything
negative. Love thinks no evil. Love won’t talk bad about a person.
Love does not rejoice at the faults and failings of others. Love
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encourages. Everybody say, “Love encourages.” Love encourages,
love encourages.

Let me give you seven words that sort of describes what the
encouragement that love brings, what it does. The
encouragement that comes from love, it empowers. All of these
start with E, seven E’s. The encouragement that comes from love
it empowers a person. It enriches a person. It energizes a person.
It edifies a person. It elevates a person. Causes a person to excel
and it causes a person to exceed their limitations. This is the
encouragement that comes from love.

The encouragement that comes from love, it does three things for
us. It inspires confidence, it keeps us from quitting and it draws
out our potential. It inspires confidence, it keeps us from quitting
and it draws out our potential. That’s what the encouragement
that comes from love -- that’s what it does in our lives. Hebrews
3:13 says, “Encourage one another daily.” Encourage one another
daily.

00:10:05

Here’s a letter that Walt Whitman wrote to Ralph Waldo Emerson
and Emerson was just starting as a writer. He said, “Dear Sir, I
cannot be blind to the worth of the wonderful gift of Leaves of
Grass. I find it the most extraordinary piece of wit and wisdom
that America has contributed. I am very happy in reading it as
great power makes us happy. I greet you at the beginning of a
great career which yet must have had a long foreground
somewhere for such a wonderful start and beginning.” Of course,
we know who Walt Whitman went on to become as a writer. But
it was the encouragement from Emerson that gave him and
inspired him, that elevated him, that enriched him and
empowered him, energized him, edified him, elevated him, caused
him to excel and exceed his limitations. Love encourages. Say
that with me, “Love encourages.” Love encourages, love
encourages.

You’ll find in the book of first John that love, light and life are all
synonymous. God is all three. God is love, God is light, and in
Him, there’s no darkness at all. Jesus said, “I am the resurrection
and the life.” In Him was life and that life was the light of men.
Love, light and life are all synonymous. They’re all the same. God
is love, God is light, God is life. Life drives out death. Light drives
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out darkness. Love drives out hate. Didn’t God also -- God is all
three. He is all three. No matter what your angle you’re hitting
from. Light will drive out darkness, love will drive out hate. Oh
man, God is all three. And love will drive out death. He’s light,
He’s love, He is life.

And I want you all to know that you are light. Jesus said, “You
are the light of the world.” You are the light of the world. You
are the light of the world. And I want you to know that you are
loved. The Bible says in first John, he said, “As He is love, so are
you loved in this world.” You are love, you are light and you are
life. Which means, as love we are to encourage, we’re to lift
people. As light, we are to brighten people’s day. We are to
brighten their life. Everywhere we go, we should be brightening
people’s day.

Somebody’s day should be a little better because we came by.
Somebody’s life should be a little brighter. We are light in a dark
world. Never miss an opportunity to shine your light. Folks, we
are only on this earth for a short time, make it count. Make a
difference wherever you go. Think about eternity. We need to
live our lives in view of eternity. I want to make a difference
everywhere I go. I want to impact somebody’s life. I want to do
something that will make somebody’s life better. I want to
represent God while I have the opportunity. We are angels of God
on the earth. We have the opportunity everywhere we go to be
the light. To brighten somebody’s life. To encourage somebody.

I was in a phone store yesterday. We had a young man who was
helping me with my phone. When he finished, I said, “Son, you
are an exceptional person.” I said, “Your quality has been
exceptional and you have blessed me and I’m so proud of you.” I
was encouraging him and he looked at me as if to say, “What
manner of man is this?” Love encourages. Love lifts. Love
encourages, love lifts. Light brightens. We should brighten
people’s day. And then we are life -- life. We should be speaking
life into people’s hopes. Speaking life into the people’s dreams.
Speaking life in the people’s self-esteem, in their image of
themselves. Speak life, speak life. We are light, we are love, we
are life.

00:15:02
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We brighten, we speak life, we encourage, we lift, we build --
that’s what love does, that’s what love does. We encourage, we
encourage one another. We encourage one another daily, we
encourage one another daily.

There was a boy who was stealing from the class treasury and
they would often send him to the principal and whip him and
reprimand him and send him home and reject him, and tell him
how bad he was. He would always just constantly getting in
trouble, but they found out that the boy would spend a lot of time
around an old man who lived by the school and they went to old
man and said, “We don’t know what to do with him. He’s stealing
now from the class treasury,” and the old man said to them, “Put
him over the treasury.” And sure enough, the teachers told the
young man and said, “Look, we need somebody honest. We need
somebody who’s going to guard this money and we want to put
you over the treasury because we believe you are such a person.”
I want you to know that the boy didn’t steal another dime. He
guarded it. He took care of it because somebody believed in him.
Somebody encouraged him, somebody was like to him and that’s
why he hung around the old man. The old man was always
putting something good in him. The old man was always
encouraging him. The old man was always believing in him. We
all need somebody to believe in us. We all need somebody to
believe in us. We all need somebody to believe in us, love
encourages.

And I’m going to close with this story. There was a high school in
New York and they came up with the program that was created
by Helen Sparky Bridges and it was called The Blue Ribbon
program. And this high school graduating class, the teacher
wanted to do an experiment with it. Basically the way the
program worked, she said, “I’m going to give each of you students
a ribbon,” and the ribbon had on it, Who You Are Makes a
Difference. And she said, “I want to honor each of you all as
graduating seniors,” and she called each one up and let them
know that who are makes a difference and she pinned the ribbon
on them but said, “I don’t want to stop there. I don’t only want
honor you, but I want to give you three ribbons. I’m going to give
you three ribbons to go out and honor somebody else and then
pass them along to them to keep the chain going forward.”

And so, one of the students, one young man, he had interned for
a local business there and he worked for a little junior executive
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and he went to the junior executive who had been an associate
and helped him along. He said, “I want to honor you for taking
me under your wing, allowing me to have a job and to learn from
you and you were so kind and I just want you to know that who
you are makes a difference and I appreciate you,” and he honored
him and pinned that blue ribbon on him. And he said, “I want to
ask a favor of you. See, I got two ribbons left. I want you to take
these two ribbons and I want you to keep this chain of
encouragement going.”

And so the junior executive, he thought about it, who could he
honor. He had a mean boss, a grouchy boss. He decided he would
honor his boss. He went in to his boss and says, “Excuse me sir,
if you have just a moment, I want to honor you. I want to honor
you for allowing me to work for you and I want to honor you for
being just a creative genius and a great leader. I want you to
know that I appreciate you. I know times get difficult, but you’re
a great man and I respect you and I honor you and I want to pin
this ribbon on you that says, Who You Are Makes a Difference.
Who You Are Makes a Difference and I appreciate you, and I
honor you.” And he says, “Sir, if you don’t mind, I have one ribbon
left and if you would take this ribbon and if you would pass it on
and if you would keep the chain going and you would honor and
encourage somebody.” And his boss said, “I will.”

In driving home, the boss thought of who he would honor. He had
a 14-year old son and when he got home, he went to his son’s
bedroom and he says, “Son, I would know oftentimes I work a lot
and I get home late, I don’t give you any time or any attention,
don’t pay any attention to you. I’m always fussing at you about
your grades and about cleaning up your room,” but he said, “All
of that aside,” he said, “At this moment, I want to honor you.” He
pulled the ribbon out that says, Who You Are Makes a Difference,
and he pinned it on him and he says, “Son, I want you to know
that besides your mother, you’re the most important person in my
life. You’re special and I love you. You’re special to me and you’re
going to be something great, son, and I believe in you and I love
you with all of my heart.” His son broke down and began weeping.
He said, “Dad, I was going to commit suicide tomorrow because I
didn’t believe you love me.” Love encourages, love encourage.
Love builds, love affirms. Love encourages. We are light, we are
love, we are life. Love encourages, love encourages. That’s who
we are, that’s who we are.
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Turn to your neighbor and say, “I’m a love child of a love God. I
am love, I am light and I am life.” Oh man, that’s who we are,
that’s who we are. That’s what Jesus did. Everywhere Jesus
went He encouraged. Everywhere he went, he encouraged. You
see him going to the woman taking in adultery. He didn’t
condemn her, he encouraged her. He said, “Woman, where are
your condemners?” She said, “I have none.” He said, “Neither do
I condemn you.” He said, “Woman, go and sin no more.” In other
words, he was saying, “You’re better than this. This isn’t who you
are, it’s not who I made you to be. You’re special. God loves you.
I love you. Go in who I created you to be.” He encouraged her.
He encouraged her.

When the little boy brought the fish and loaves -- now, this isn’t
in the scriptures, but the Holy Spirit kept bugging me about it.
He said, “You know Jesus didn’t send that little boy away without
saying something to Him.” This is not in the scriptures but, the
Holy Spirit just used my imagination. He said, “Don’t you know
Jesus went to the little boy after everything was over?” And says,
“Son, I’m proud of you. You gave your lunch and fed all these
people. I couldn’t have done this miracle without you. You’re
going to be something great, you’re going to be something. You
already have the heart of a giver. You already love people. You
already have ministry in you, you’re a special young man.”

I believe even further, he went home with him and when his
mother opened the door and Jesus and all the 12 disciples with 12
baskets left over fish and loaves come in, she wondering what’s
going on and I bet Jesus said, “Mom, your boy did something great
today. He helped me do a miracle. I couldn’t have done it without
him. Your son is special. You’ve got a special kid here. Mama,
take care of this boy, he’s special and God loves and I love him
and he if wasn’t so young, I would take him with us on the road.”
Jesus was an encourager. That’s what he did, that’s what he did.

Everywhere he went, centurion fell. Jesus said, “I’ve never seen
faith like this. Sir, you got the greatest faith, I haven’t seen this
even in Israel.” This man was not an Israelite. He was a Gentile.
He said, “Your faith is better than the faith of the God’s own
people.” Jesus encouraged him. That’s what love does. That’s
what love is and I’m going to preach myself happy. Oh, praise
God. Thank you joining us today at Brothers of the Word. I want
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you to go to BrothersoftheWord.com. You can listen to this
message in its entirety. You can also email it a friend absolutely
free of charge. Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the
Word because brother, you need the Word.

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was the
message titled, “Love Encourages” by C. Elijah Bronner. This
message is number 7784. That’s 7784. To listen to over a
thousand free messages, or to send this message number 7784 to
a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iWantToGive.com. That’s
iWantToGive.com.

Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because, brother, you
need the Word.

(Music Playing: 00:23:43 - End)

00:23:51


