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C. Elijah Bronner: There are tests that we all go through what is God is proving you
and He will purposely be silent in order to prove your faith.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is Part 1 of the
series titled, Bold, Courageous and Relentless by C. Elijah
Bronner. This message is number 7801, that’s 7801. Listen to
over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 7801, Bold, Courageous and Relentless, Part I.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because, brother you
need, The Word.

We welcome all of you joining us by television, or those of you
joining us online at Brothers of the Word or Facebook. Thank you
for tuning in and being with us on this beautiful, beautiful day.
We’d like to share just a little humor, a Walmart executive, he
was hiring for a particular position and so, he have four
candidates who basically had the same credentials and they were
all qualified and so, he had finalized his interviews down to four
final candidates. And so, one was an American and he had
Australian and he a couple other guys, but anyway he basically
brought them in and he had had them down to one question.

He had one question he was going to ask them, and whoever get
the best answer, they will get the job. And so, his question was
to the first person, the American, he asked him, he said. "What is
the fastest thing that you know?" and the American, he thought
about it and he said, "Well, the fastest thing that I know is a
thought, before you know a thought just pops in your mind, that's
the fastest thing that I know" and the interviewer said, "That's
good, that's a great answer." And so, he interviewed the next
man, an Australian and he said, "What's the fastest thing that
you know?" The Australian said, he said a blink. He said, "I
blinked before you know it." And the interviewer said, “That's
great. That's the old cliché were the blink of an eye relates to
speed.” So he said, "That's a great answer." And so, then the
third man was there and he interviewed him. He asked him,
"What's the fastest thing that you know?" and the third man said,
"Well, my grandfather has a farm" and he said, "When you go out
of his house, right outside of his house on the pole, there is a
switch and when you flip that switch out across the pasture, light
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comes on in a barn." He said, "Light is a fastest thing that I
know." And, the interviewer said, "Man, this is really good. You
can't argue with speed of light." So, he though he really had the
person that he would hire and then he had the final man, an
Indian, and he interviewed the Indian. He said, "What's the fast
thing that you know?" The Indian said, "Diarrhea." He said,
"What do you mean diarrhea?" He said, "Let me explain". He
said, "A few weeks ago, my stomach was upset and I ran as fast
as I could to the bathroom." But, he said, "Before I could think,
blink or turn on the light. I had already done it in my pants." --
So, the Indian got the job.

C. Elijah Bronner: Well, I went a series of scripture over in the Book of Matthew,
scripture on the Book of Matthew, Chapter 15, Book of Matthew
Chapter 15. Matthew Chapter 15, verses 21 through 28.
Matthew chapter 15, verses 21 through 28. When you get in there
and say. "Amen." Matthew 15, verses 21 through 28 and it reads
there, it says, "Then Jesus went thence and departed into the
coast of Tyre in Sidon and behold a woman of Canaan came out of
the same coast and cried unto him saying, "Have mercy on me, oh
Lord, thou son of David.

My daughter is grievously vexed with a devil." But, He answered
her not a word and his disciples came and besought Him saying,
"Send her away for she crieth after us, but He answered and said,
"I am not sent, but onto to the lost sheep of the House of Israel
then, came she and worship him saying, "Lord, help me" But, he
answered and said, "It is not Me to take the children's bread and
to cast it to dogs" and she said, "Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat the
crumbs which fall from their master's table. Then Jesus
answered and said unto her, "Oh woman, great is thy faith, be it
unto thee even as thy will" and her daughter was made whole
from that very hour.

00:05:20

I just want to use that as a subject, bold, courageous and
relentless. Bold, courageous and relentless that something that
is illustrated in this account, this particular character trait of
being bold, being courageous, and being relentless. There’s
something here that God teaches us. That something here that is
portrayed for us, and illustrated for us that we ought to have as a
part of our life of faith, there should be some boldness, there
should be some courageous acts of faith, and there should be a
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relentless pursuit that we have in our lives. You cannot really
achieve anything worth weight or anything of significance
without some boldness, without some courage and without a
relentless pursuit. And so, we learn something here. So, we’re
just talking about bold, courageous, and relentless. Bold,
courageous, and relentless.

I'll introduce just a foundation of this and we will pick up on it
and continue next time. But, this particular encounter with this
woman here in Matthew Chapter 15, the same account is also
chronicled for us over and you have turn that over in the Book of
Mark Chapter 7, Verse 24 through 31, you’ll find the same
account and there she is called the syrophoenician woman. Well,
it was the same woman, syrophoenician, she was actually a
Syrian and she was in an area called Phoenicia. So, that's where
you get syrophoenician. She was a syrophoenician woman, but
she was a Syrian living in Phoenicia and so Jesus wandered
around these parts and he came across this woman and I don’t
think that He haphazardly went that way. I really feel that he
was on assignment because this encounter with this woman
would be different from any other encounter Jesus ever had.

This encounter is different than any other encounter that Jesus
had. Normally, when someone came up to Jesus, he was always
very gracious. He was always very accommodating, He was
always very easy to be entreated, He was always willing, He was
always ready to do it. When they would come to Jesus and said,
"Lord, I got somebody sick. Jesus will always say, "Let's go.
Where are they? I'm right behind you." Jesus was always willing
at a moment’s notice to help anybody or everybody. He was
always willing. There will be times were they will bring the whole
city out, all the sick from the city and Jesus will heal them from
morning to evening. He healed everybody, He healed them all,
He never turned anyone away, He even reprimanded his disciples
for turning kids away one time. He told them, you all be ashamed
of yourselves, bring those kids here. Jesus never turned anybody
away, He never rejected anybody.

He was always gracious, he was always kind, He was always
willing, He was always receptive and He was always
accommodating, but not in this instance. This instance, he was a
complete opposite. He would not even answer the lady, He
wouldn't even answer her. She came to him crying out. First
thing she did she cried out. There is something powerful in crying
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out. In fact, I remember reading a book years ago probably 12
years ago. It's a little book called, The Power of Crying Out In
this little book went through all of the gospels and it detailed all
of the people who cried out and how the cry of God's people always
got his attention and miracles happen simply by crying out. How
that bold move of just crying out, when you’re unashamed and
when you don't care what anybody else thinks about you and
when you are just bold. And so, there are several accounts of
people who cried out and it was just merely the cry that God got
his attention and got a miracle done and they’re alive and it was
called, the power of crying out. There is something powerful when
you will throw yourself out there and you lay yourself on the line
and you're willing to be embarrassed or you don’t care.

00:10:02

You don't care what other people think and you just cry out, you
cry out. Bartimaeus was like that. He cried out. He cried out.
He cried out. And he got healed. He got healed for his crying out.
So the power of crying out.

So the first thing she did, she cried out. She cried out. Everybody
say, "cry out." Cry out. Man, that sometimes you just need to cry
out. You need to just lay frustrated on the floor and cry out to the
Lord. There's a power in there. There is a power in crying out. I
guess the crying out, it illustrates or symbolizes, or it may depicts
the anguish and the desperation and the ferventness of your
prayer. So, there's something about crying out that is really
powerful because when you're crying out, you reached a desperate
point now. When you're crying out, you know, you're like Jesus.
"Help! Help!"

I remember one time, my son, we were in the ocean together. We
were at the beach. Me and my kids were at the beach and just
had two daughters at that time and so I was with my two
daughters and my son was behind me, so I have my back turned
to him. He was a little further out and he had kind of gotten out
too far away. He could no longer touch the bottom and he had
really gotten in trouble and he had gone up under a wave and he
was really in trouble, but he was so cool. He never cried out. He
said, "Dad!" That was as loud as he got. He said, "Dad!" and then
he said it so softly. I never even turned around. But finally about
his third time going under a wave, he still said, "Dad!" I just
happen to look back then and see him and I went out there and
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got him and brought him in. But that was the coolest crying that
I had ever see.

That reminds me of the joke. They said when a very proper man,
he was drowning. His first time under, he was saying,
"Assistance! Assistance please." And he said the second time,
when he said, "Assistance, assistance please." His third time he
said, "Help! Help!" So I was talking about where you're really in
trouble man, you will cry out. You will really cry out. So there's
a power in crying out. There's a power in crying out. So she cried
out. She cried out and normally, that would get the job done, just
to cry. Normally, it would do it. Normally it would do it because
God hears our cries. He hears our cry.

So normally just the crying out would do it. Normally that would
do it, but in this case, as you see in Verse 22, she came out of the
coast and crying out to no avail. It didn't work this time. It didn't
work this time. Then she goes on the stair further and now she
not only cries out, now she says, "Have mercy on me." Surely,
that will do it. Now, if there is one thing that stops God in his
tracks, this happened to Jesus, Jesus was walking through the
city and blind Bartimaeus cried out, "Have mercy!" The Bible
says Jesus was walking, then he stood still just at the cry of,
"Have mercy."

If there's anything that get God's attention, is our appeal to his
mercy. Our appeal to his mercy. His mercy never fails. Mercy is
unfailing love. Mercy is unfailing love. It is unconditional
kindness. It's unconditional kindness. When she appealed to his
mercy, she was basically saying, "This is not on my merit. I'm not
coming to you based on my merit. I'm not good enough but I'm
coming to you based on your merit because you're merciful and
because you're good." So she said, "I'm coming to you not because
I'm good. I'm coming to you because you're good." Normally, that
would do the job.

If the crying out won't do the job, surely God's mercy would do the
job. She cried out, "Have mercy! Have mercy!" She appealed to
the deepest bowels of God's compassion. She appealed to his
mercy. The Psalm said that your mercy God, is great toward me.
Your mercies are great toward me. Your mercies are new every
morning. We find in the Book of Lamentations, "Your mercies are
new every morning." It was of his mercies that we are not
consumed. So there's a great appeal to God's mercy. There's a
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great appeal to God's mercy. His mercy is everlasting and so she
cried out. Everybody say, "cried out." She appealed to mercy, she
appealed to God's mercy. So everybody say, "mercy."

00:15:00

She appealed to his mercy and then after that, she called him,
"Son of David." After the crying out didn't work, the appeal to
mercy didn't work, she cried out son of David. Now she's saying,
"I believe in who you are." She knew it, he was the messiah.
Anybody in that time that called him son of David, he was the
promised messiah. She knew he was the savior. She knew he
was the coming Christ. She said, "Have mercy on me now son of
David." Now she's doing all three. She's crying out. Now, she's
appealing to his mercy. Now, she's confessing who he is. Man,
that's a slam dunk. That's a slam dunk. She did everything right.
She did everything right. She cried out, which is enough in and
of itself. She appealed to his mercy which never fails and now she
knows who he is, which very few who did. She had the revelation
of who he was. Oh man, this is a slam dunk case. This is a slam
dunk case. This is a slam dunk case.

He didn't even respond. He didn't even look up. He answered her
not a word, ignored. He ignored. He ignored her. He ignored her.
Look at Verse 22 again. This about a woman of Canaan came out
of the same coast and cried unto him saying, "Have mercy on me
oh Lord now son of David. My daughter is grievously vexed with
a devil." So now, not only has she cried out, not only has she
appealed to his mercy, not only does she know who he is, now she
comes on behalf of a child. She comes on behalf of a child. If
there's anything that touched the heart of Jesus, it was children
especially the relationship mother to a child. Oh, man.

So now if calling out didn't work, if appealing to his mercy didn’t
work, if knowing who he was didn't work, surely he would do it
for a mother on behalf of a child. There's no stronger relationship
that we know on earth than a mother and a child. So she said,
"My daughter. Surely, this will do it. My daughter. If you won't
do it for me, you'll do it for the little girl, my daughter." She
appeals for the strongest relationship on earth, mother and child,
still he didn't answer a work and she went on further and said,
"She's vexed by a devil." His chief enemy. Now If anything, Jesus
hated, he hated the work of the enemy. Anything he wanted to
undo, if anything he came to earth to destroy, it was the work of
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the enemy and so now, not only does she let him know that it's a
little girl involved, her little girl, but the enemy is doing it.

Oh, man, oh man, this is a slum dunk. Man, when I was reading
this, I can't say to myself, "I can't believe this. She had a case
better than anyone else I've ever read in scripture. She had
everything. She had everything." Other people just have one or
two I know. This lady had it all. She had everything just right.
There was no response. He ignored her, wouldn't ask her,
wouldn't even look up, wouldn't even acknowledge her and we get
here a different Jesus. This is a different Jesus that we see
throughout scripture. This is totally different. Totally unlike
him. Totally out of character. I mean, it's unlike him. It's not
like him at all. Not like him at all and now he's silent.

Now he's silent. What happens when heaven goes silent on you?
Because there are times where God goes silent in our lives. There
are reasons he goes silent. There are reasons when heaven is
silent and there was a reason in this account why heaven was
silent, why Jesus was silent. There's something he wanted to
show. There's something he wanted to illustrate. There's
something he wanted to teach. There was a lesson he wanted to
teach and he was going to use this opportunity to do it.

This was the perfect woman for the case. She was absolutely
perfect. He knew it. And I believe he went there intentionally
just like he did when he went to visit the woman at the well.
Jesus didn’t haphazardly go anywhere, he was always on
assignment. He knew it will be a Syrophoenician Woman seeking
him out if he went that way.

Remember every day when you get up, your own God's
assignment, you're saying, "God where do you need me today?
Where do you want me to be today? Who do you want me to touch
today? Who do you want me to pray for today? Father if there's
anybody lost, send them across my path today. Anybody I can
touch, help, bless. If I can brighten their day, if I can make any
difference at all in their life." You wake up everyday on
assignment and of course, Jesus was on assignment everyday. He
was on assignment to carry out the Father's will and to do his
work, and so I don't believe he was just haphazardly walking in
this particular area.

00:20:02
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He knew exactly where he was going and he knew exactly the
encounter he would have. He knew who would be there and it
would be the perfect opportunity to teach what he wanted to
teach, praise God. And so, he was be silent because he want to
teach us something, he wanted to teach his disciple something.
He was silent, because he wanted to test this woman. He wanted
to prove her. There are tests that we all go through when God is
proving you and he will purposefully be silent in order to prove
your faith, in order to prove your life. He will purposely be silent
just to see what you’ll do, just to see how you’ll handle it. He will
purposely go silent on you.

That was happened to Job, he went silent on Job. Job, he looked
to the left, he looked to the right and couldn’t find God. He says,
“I look behind -- I look everywhere for God and I couldn’t find him
and there was no answer." God went silent in Job because he was
testing him just to see, "What would you do?"

There are times in our lives, God is simply testing you, God is
simply testing you. God is simply testing you. And so, he does
this to test this woman and he does this to teach a lesson, praise
God, praise God, praise God.

But this becomes probably the most powerful illustration of being
bold, courageous and relentless in the entire Bible. And he had
to turn his back on a woman, he had to go silent. He had to ignore
her. He had to reject her and even insult her, in order to prove
his point and to teach this lesson. Praise God, praise God. Give
the Lord a hand, man, I'm excited about this.

Oh man. Oh man. Oh man, praise God. There's something
powerful. We're going continue teaching on this. I just want to
lay a little ground work on it today and we'll pick up next time.
But there is something that God wants us to get out of this
concerning our lives, our faith in him. There’s bonus,
courageousness and there’s a relentless spirit that he wants us to
have. And he uses this woman to illustrate it, and to show it. And
I’m so excited about that. So we will dig into it. I’m going to stop
right here.

It's a powerful, powerful account. Praise God. We will continue,
we'll do Part 2, next time and hopefully we'll get a chance to look
at some other accounts as well, because this is actually a running
thing through our scripture. So, it’s not just this latter, but it is
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a running thing throughout scriptures that Jesus teach us quite
often about the shameless persistence and the shameless
boldness and the shameless courage that will get the job done.
And that we are to have as children of God and as believers, praise
God, praise God, praise God, amen, amen.

And interesting to note, this woman here, she was not an
Israelite. She was not an Israelite and so she had no covenant
right to anything from God. She had no covenant right to
anything from God, yet she came to God. Her faith gave her and
inherit us, which would now exemplify us -- we have been grafted
-- we, who had no inheritance. Our faith in Christ, Jesus has now
grafted us into a place where we receive the full inheritance as
children of God. Praise God, praise God, praise God, oh man.

He used this woman to teach that. He used this woman to teach
that, because she was one of the first to do it. She was one of the
first to do it. She was an outsider. She had no right to it. She
had no right to it. And anyway, man this is exciting. I’m having
fun. Praise God, praise God.

Well, stand to your feet, we’re out of time, we’ve got two minutes,
because if I keep going, I’m going to preach myself right on pass.
I’m preaching on the inside right now. I’m trying to just hold this
thing back. I'll say, "Lord, we're just picking up next week." We're
picking up.

But I want you all to know that God is good and I want you to
know that God has such great things for us. And I want you to
know that this covenant is so rich and this inheritance is so rich.
And if an outsider can come in and get a hold, what about us who
on the inside? And he uses this woman to teach that. Praise God.
Praise God.

Let’s pray. Father, we just love you so much. Thank you for your
word, Lord. Thank you for the fellowship tonight. Thank you for
the generous outpouring of your spirit and your anointing in us
and on our lives and through us, Lord. Thank you for stimulating
our faith Lord and giving us bonus and courage and a relentless
spirit and attitude to take hold of everything that you have
provide us in your kingdom.

00:25:00
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And father, we just love you and praise you, in Jesus name, amen,
amen, amen.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was Part 1 of
the series titled, “Bold, courageous and relentless” by C. Elijah
Bronner. This is message is number 7801, that’s 7801. To listen
to over a thousand free messages or to send this message number
7801 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often, because brother you need
the word.

(Music Playing)

00:25:49


