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C. Elijah Bronner: God’s word is a hammer and you got to hammer it and keep
hammering it, keep hammering it and it will break a rock into
pieces.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is Part 3 of the
series titled, Bold, Courageous, and Relentless by C. Elijah
Bronner. This message is number 7803, that’s 7803. Listened to
over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music playing 00:00:22 -00:00:50)

Female: And now for 7803, Bold, Courageous, and Relentless.

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need The Word. Oh, we welcome all of you joining us by television
and those of you joining us online at brothersoftheword.com or
Facebook Live, we welcome you to today’s service, always a
wonderful delight and joy to have you to tune in and join us. We
would like to share just a little humor. There was a little old lady
who would come out every morning on the steps of her front porch.
She will raise her arms to the sky and shout, “Praise, the Lord!”

Well one day, an atheist moved into the house next door and over
time, he became irritated at the little old lady. So every morning,
he will step out on to his front porch and yell after her, “There is
no God!” Time passes with the two of them carrying on this way,
everyday. Then one morning in the middle of winter, the little old
lady stepped out on to her front porch, and shouted, “Praise the
Lord!” And she said, “Lord, I have no food and I am hungry.
Please provide for me oh, Lord.” And the next morning she
stepped on to her porch and there were two huge bags of grocery
sitting there. “Praise the Lord!” she shouted. He has provided
groceries for me. The atheist jumped out from the bushes and
shouted, “There is no Lord! I brought those groceries.” The little
old lady threw her arms up into the air and said, “Praise the Lord!
He has provided for me these groceries and made the devil pay for
it.”

We are sharing Part 3 of something we’ve been sharing on
entitled, Bold, Courageous, and Relentless. Bold, Courageous,
and Relentless. And I want to look it on account over in the Book
of Luke, the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 11. The Gospel of Luke,
Chapter 11 and we will read verses 5 through 10. Luke Chapter
11:5-10. When you get there say, “Amen.” Luke Chapter 11:5-10



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/7803.mp3

and it reads there, “And he said unto them, which of you shall
have a friend and shall go unto him at midnight and say unto him,
“Friend lend me three loaves. For a friend of mine in his journey
has come to me and I have nothing to set before him.” And He
from within shall answer and say, “Trouble me not, the door is
now shut and my children are with me in bed. I cannot rise and
give thee. I say unto you though he will not rise and give him
because he is his friend yet because of his importunity, he will rise
and give him as many as he needed. And I say unto you, “Ask
and it shall be given you. Seek and ye shall find, knock and it
shall be opened unto you, for everyone that asks and receiveth,
and he that seeketh findeth and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.”

C. Elijah Bronner: So, we’re talking about Bold, Courageous, and Relentless Part 3.
You notice in this account, Jesus is giving this account and He
shares something here about being relentless. He talks about this
relentless attitude and how it yields great results in our lives and
He gives an illustration or example about a man going to a friend
of his going to his home in the middle of the night to request bread
for a guest that has come in unexpectedly on him.

And even though this is his friend, Jesus is saying that the friend
in the house had a lot of excuses. He said, “Look, I am already in
the bed, the children are in the bed, house is locked up, it’s cold.”
And so, he had legitimate excuses. Number one, he didn’t want
to wake up the children and so he knew that he got up that would
disturb the children. He didn’t want to wake the children.
Number two, it was kind of frigid in the air, so you know, getting
out of the bed, he would have to face the cold air and you know
the house is all locked. So, he gets to find the keys and unlock the
house and turn on the lights and so it was a lot of hassle. So, even
though that was his friend, he had legitimate excuses. He said,
“Look, this is not a good time.” And he said, “I would do, but I
can’t do it because of these circumstances. We already sleep, the
lights are out, the children, I don’t want to wake them, plus its
cold, I don’t want to get out of bed.”

So he had legitimate reasons and so, Jesus is making the
illustration here. Jesus is showing that, this man would not have
done this even for his friend, but he said, “For his importunity,
his importunity will force him to get out of bed, to open up the
house, and to give on whatever he wants.” And so Jesus is
teaching here about importunity. Importunity is shameless
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persistence. Everybody say, “Shameless persistence.” It's
shameless persistence or shameless insistence. It's when you’re
insisting and you just refuse to take no for an answer. And it's
persisting, it is the urgent request, it's a dog get determination is
when you refuse to be denied. Its perseverance and presenting
requests. And so Jesus is saying, “Is this quality that got results
for this man, when simply being his friend was not good enough,
but it was the fact that he refused to go away. And he was going
to stand out there, and knock loud, and talk loud as long as it took
until it forced that man to get up just to get rid of him. And so,
Jesus is saying, There is a power in that.” Even in the natural,
Jesus is saying, “There is a power when you are doggedly
determined, when you are on a shamelessly persistent, when you
will not give in, you will not take no for an answer, and when you
refuse to be denied, Jesus said, “There is something powerful that
yields results even in the natural realm.” And so He relates this
even to dealing with God. Now, Jesus is saying, “You know in the
natural realm, it moves man to get rid of a person who is insistent
with this shameless insistence and persistence.

C. Elijah Bronner: Man moves because they’re irritated and so, man to get up and
move just to shut him off and get rid of them. But Jesus is
referring here, he said, “God is not irritated.” God actually likes
it when you have perseverance in your request to Him, when you
come to Him, so God likes us. So Jesus is actually showing the
paradox between man and God. So he said, “If man will move,
who doesn’t want to do it because they are irritated, how much
more when your Heavenly Father moves because he enjoys and
he likes it when you’re coming to Him. It's like your showing here
interesting parallel and then, if you look at the request was made
for bread, the request was made for bread Jesus is our Daily
Bread. He is showing us where to ask the Father, give us this day
our daily bread.

Jesus is that bread that has come down from heaven, He is our
daily supply. Then I want you to notice that he was unashamedly
He came unashamedly because that was his friend, lets us know
that we can come boldly to the throne of grace that we might
attain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. And then, it
also shows us that this man who came, he didn’t come for himself,
he was coming for a guest who is coming to his house. So he was
literally pleading for someone else. It shows us the power of our
prayer when we are praying, not only for ourselves, but when we
are praying for others.
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So, so those are key points that Jesus was illustrating and really
bringing out in this particular account. But the main thing that
he was sharing is, this trust full of importunate, shameless
insistence or resistance, this urgent request, this dogged
determination where you refuse to take no for an answer, or to be
denied. A powerful principle that we see reoccurring throughout
the Bible. We see it in the life of Jacob, when Jacob wrestled all
night with an angel, he said, “I am not letting you go until you
bless me.” And he wrestled all night, but that was the dogged
determination and you know what? He got his blessing. He
wrestled with God and got his blessing. God enjoys wrestling with
us because it draws us close to Him. It draws us closely into Him.
He enjoys wrestling with us, but he got his blessing because of
that importunity that he had and we say we see blind bottom
mails had the same shameless importunity when he yelled out,
“Have mercy on me.” They try to quiet him up, they tried to shut
him up and the Bible says, “He cried even louder.” He got louder
because that blind Bartholomew said, “You all who trying to shut
me up, you all can see. I can’t see.”

C. Elijah Bronner: So he said, “Have mercy on me, he was trying to get something!”
It was a shameless process so he had the importunity and he left
seeing. So he got his answer. And so you see this recurring theme
throughout the Scripture about the shameless insistence, this
shameless importunity. And sometimes things happen, just to
see how bad we really want something. So, sometimes we’re
tested in life to see how bad you really want it. How bad do you
really, really want it? Turn to your neighbors, how bad do you
really want it? How bad do you really want it? So, sometimes we
are tested in life just to see how badly we really want it.

And a lot of times we haven’t received -- Jesus is actually teaching
on prayer, so a lot of times we haven’t received in prayer because
we haven’t been persistent long enough. We were not relentless
in our pursuit of Him. And so Jesus is actually teaching this
principle as a very important principle of prayer. But, it not only
relates to prayer. It relates to life in general. When you have that
dogged determination where you won’t quit, you refuse to take no
for an answer, you hang in there and you stick to it.

There’s something powerful that yields results, and when we have
this persistence, something happens. If you think about it, we’re
able to lay hold on things that otherwise we would not have. If
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that man had not a knock at the door, he would not have had
bread brought to him. He knocked long enough and loud enough
until bread was brought. It was because of his shameless
persistence. If he had not have had shameless persistence, he
would have had no bread. And so we lay hold on things that
otherwise we would not attain if we didn’t have the importunity
or the shameless persistence.

And so a lot of times we haven’t received because we haven’t been
relentless. We haven’t been relentless in our pursuit, in our
prayer life, or in our faith. I remember growing up, Bishop Dell,
he often told how, when he got ready to seek the Lord, he wanted
to know who his wife was going to be. But, he said that he got to
the point where he just told the Lord, he said, “Lord, I’m coming
here to pray and ask you to show me my wife.” And he said, “I’m
not coming out until you show her. And that was a shameless
persistence that he had. That was an importunity that he had.
He said that he locked himself in his room, and I forget how long
it took, but it was somewhere around four or five hours. He came
out knowing his wife. But, he had a resolve, he had a shameless
persistence. And so sometimes we don’t receive because we are
not relentless in our pursuit, and we don’t lay hold of some things
in life because we quit too easily and we give up too fast because
we don’t see something happening.

There was a stone cutter, and he said that, “You could hammer a
rock 99 times and it looks like nothing is happening.” But he said,
“On the hundredth blow, the rock splits in two.” And he said, “It
looks like, it was just that one blow that split the rock,” But, it
wasn’t. It was a cumulative effect of all of those blows weakening
the rock, blow after blow after blow. Even when it didn’t appear
like anything was happening. And on that hundredth blow it split
in half, but no, it was the persistence. It was the fact that a person
would not give up. And so that’s the way it is in life when things,
it appeared like nothing at all is happening. We are and still
persist with the hammering, the shameless importunity and the
shameless persistence in life.

Elijah Bronner: Jeremiah Chapter 23 verse 29, he actually says here, he says, “Is
not My Word,” this is God speaking, he says,” It’s not my Word
like as a fire, sayeth the Lord, and like a hammer that breaketh
the rock in pieces?” So God Himself said that His Word is like a
hammer that breaks the rock. And so you got to keep hammering
the Word. It may not break loose on the first strike. You got to
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keep hammering the Word. You hammer that Word. You have
to keep speaking the Word. You have to keep believing the Word.
You have to keep acting on the Word. And it may take time, but
His Word is like a hammer. And it is affecting the situation even
though it appears like nothing is happening. He’s speaking the
Word!

Keep believing the Word! Keep praying the Word! Keep doing the
Word! Because God’s Word is like a hammer. And it’s hammering
away at situations. So you have situations in life? Pull His Word
on and treat it like a hammer, because it is a hammer. And you
hammer away, hammer away. Hammer away.

There was a man that was terminally ill. The doctor said, “Give
him just a few months to live. And he had been to a healing
crusade and he got hold of one Scripture, Matthew 8:17. He was
terminally ill. And Matthew 8:17 says, “Himself took our
infirmities,” speaking of Jesus. “Himself took our infirmities and
bare our sicknesses.” Jesus Himself took our infirmities and bore
our sickness. This man said he got ahold of that verse, he said it
morning, day, night, noon, he just said it all day. He said, it looks
like nothing happened, but he just kept saying it, meditating on
it. Seeing it, saying it, believing it. He said, “Jesus Himself took
our infirmities and bare ours.” And he did this for weeks, for
months. And after about six months, he said something exploded
on the inside of him. He went to the doc and he was completely
healed.

See, God’s Word is a hammer. God’s Word is a hammer. You got
to hammer and keep hammering and keep hammering and keep
hammering and it’ll break a rock into pieces. Praise God. Gods
Word is a hammer, that’s that shameless persistence. Everybody
say, “Shameless persistence.” And so you got to speak the Word,
pray the Word, be willing to act on the Word and do the Word
continuously, until you get results. Don’t go by what you see,
because it may look like nothing’s happening. But something is
happening. Something is happening. Praise God, you have to be
persistent in your quest.

Elijah Bronner: Isaac Barrow, he said, “Nothing of worth or weight can be
achieved with half a mind, with a faint heart, and with a lame
endeavor.” So you have to go in with your mind set and I’m going
to stay and get it done until it’s done. And ’m going to stick with
it, I’m not going to quit, I’m going to be resilient and I will persist.
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I remember my next door neighbor. She came over to me one day
and she said. “Hey, I just wanted to let you know that I prayed for
my husband for twenty years for him to be saved. And she said
he received Jesus today. And she just shouted there with me. She
said, “He received Jesus today.” She said, “But I prayed for him
for 20 years!” Well, what was she doing? She was hammering,
hammering, she was hammering. She was hammering in her
prayer. Now, you don’t hammer the person. Even though some
people do have a rock head that could use a hammering, but no,
you don’t hammer a person. But she was hammering in her faith,
she was hammering in her prayer. She hammered the Word and
prayed for him 20 years.

But what if she had to quit after 19 years? What if she had to
quit? No, the shameless persistence gets results. Notice what the
Bible has said: “Ask, seek, knock.” And it’s actually using a
present tense. So, it denotes continuous action. Ask, and keep on
asking. Seek, keep on seeking. Knock, keep on knocking. So it
denotes continuous action. We have to persist in our pursuit if
we want to ever lay hold on anything worthwhile in life.

Thomas Edison said, he said “Many of life’ failures are people who
did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up.
And Harriet Beecher Stowe, she said, “When you get into a tight
place, and everything goes against you till it seems as though you
could not hang on a minute longer, never give up, for that is just
the place and time that the tide will turn.” Never give up, never
give up. We’ll have this shameless persistence throughout all of
life. Napoleon Hill even said, he says, “Effort only fully releases
its reward after a person refuses to quit.” Effort releases its
reward after a person refuses to quit.

So don’t quit on your prayers. Don’t quit on your faith. Don’t quit
on your dream. Don’t quit on what Got has promised you. Don
quit on achieving something in life. Knowing it’s your persistence
that will make some things happen in life. Notice in the account
where Jesus said, “His shameless persistence will make him get
up and give you the bread.” You have to stand there and you have
to knock loud enough and long enough. Continue to knock,
whether you try to get healed, bang on the door of your healing.
Keep banging on it. Bang on the door if you’re trying to get your
family whole. Bang on the door of having a whole family and keep
banging on it until you achieve it. Go after then stay after, in
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other Words it’s the principle that Jesus is teaching. And so we
have to have continuous action. One time may not be enough.
One time may not be enough. You have to keep banging on the
door, keep banging on the door.

Elijah Bronner: Here’s something interesting: Admiral Perry, he attempted to
reach the North Pole seven times and failed. But he made it on
try number eight. John Creasey received 743 rejection slips from
publishers before one word was ever published. He eventually
published 560 books which have sold more than 60 million times.
Here’s something I didn’t know, Chicken Soup for the Soul was
rejected by 144 publishers before they found a publisher that will
sell the book. And you see the success it became.

So you can’t quit. This is where Jesus is saying you can’t quit at
the first sign of rejection or trouble. You cannot allow obstacles
to stop you. You have to keep going, you have to persist.

I brought a little video I want to play. Any of you have that video
clip? We can play that. Its a few minutes, but it’s a very powerful
story.

(Music Playing: 00:20:00 - 00:23:08)

C. Elijah Bronner: Amen. I never knew that Charlie Brown was the story of his own
life. He made a character. He dealt with failing and everything
and he said, “I’ll just make a character about myself.” Charlie
Brown turned out to be his biggest it that would change history.
I love something he said. He said that in the end there are no
losers, some winners just take longer to develop. If we are
persistent, if we hold to our faith, if we discover and develop the
unique talents that each one of us had, there is no limit to our
potential. Praise God, praise God, praise God.

Listen to this. Eddie Arcaro, he’d lost 250 consecutive races
before he won his first, but he would not quit. Oscar
Hammerstein had five Broadway shows that flopped. They all
lasted less than a week before he produced Oklahoma which ran
for 269 weeks and grossed $7 million, because he wouldn’t quit --
because he wouldn’t quit. Praise God, praise God.

Anybody getting faith to go on, you’re getting faith to hang on.
Praise God. Just you know that -- man, there are some things we
can have in life and do in life, if we have this persistence, the
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shameless persistence and insistence, we will not -- Amen, give
up and quit. Praise God, praise God.

Those of you watching My Television, I want you to go to
brotherofthewords.com. You can listen to this series, “Innocent,”
absolutely free of charge. You can also email it to a friend. Thank
you so much for joining us today, Brothers of the Word, because
brother you need the word.

Female: You’re listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part 3 of the
series titled, “Bold, Courageous and Relentless,” by C. Elijah
Bronner. This message is No. 7803. That’s 7803. To listen to
over a thousand free messages or to send this message No. 7803
to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word!

(Music Playing: 00:25:26 - End)


