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C. Elijah Bronner: Is your faith strong enough where you act on something that Lord 

tells you even when there’s no evidence that it’ll work? 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 16 of the 

series titled “The Miracles of Jesus” by C. Elijah Bronner.  This is 

message is number 7831, that’s 7831.  Listen to over a thousand 

free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now, for 7831 “The Miracles of Jesus” part 16. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Thank you for joining brothers of the word because brother you 

need the word.  We welcome al of you joining us by television and 

those of you joining us online at brothersoftheword.com or 

Facebook live welcome to today’s service.  Always a wonderful 

delight and joy to have you to tune in and join us.  We would like 

to share just a little bit of humor.  These are actually some 

bloopers that were on some bulletins, church bulletins and church 

announcements some bloopers that were made.  First one says, 

“Ladies don’t forget the rummage sale it’s a good chance to get rid 

of these things not worth keeping around the house, bring your 

husbands.” 

 

 Next one says, “The class on prophecy has been canceled due to 

unforeseen circumstances.”  Here’s one that says, “Due to pastor’s 

illness, Wednesday’s healing services will be discontinued until 

further notice.  There is a sign-up sheet for anyone wishing to be 

baptized on the table in the foyer.  A new loud speaker system has 

been installed in the church.  It was given by one of our members 

in memory of his wife.  The dieting support group will meet at 

7:00 pm.  Please use large double door at the side entrance.  The 

peace-making meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due 

to a conflict.  Don’t let worry kill you, let the church help.”  And 

the last one, “The cause for attending the fasting and prayer 

conference includes meals.” 

 

 Just a little humor.  Well, we are looking at a passage of scripture 

over the Gospel of Luke.  The Gospel of Luke Chapter 17, Luke 

chapter 17.  We’ve been studying a series on the miracles of Jesus.  

This is Part 16, “The Miracles of Jesus” Part 16 and we’re looking 

at in account of a miracle that took place in the Gospel of Luke 

chapter 17.  And we’re read verses 11 through 19.  When you get 

there say, “Amen”, Luke Chapter 17 Verses 11 through 19.  
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Beginning at Verse 11 it reads, “And it came to pass, as he went 

to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and 

Galilee.  And as he entered into a certain village, there met him 

ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off:  And they lifted up 

their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.  And 

when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto 

the priests.  And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were 

cleansed.  And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 

turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on 

his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.   

And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed?  But 

where are the nine?  There are not found that returned to give 

glory to God, except this stranger.  And he said unto him, Arise, 

go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.” 

 

00:04:56 

 

 So this is the Miracles of Jesus Part 16.  And here we see 

interesting account.  This account is only listed in the gospel of 

Luke, the healing of these 10 lepers.  Leprosy place quite a bit of 

role in the Ministry of Jesus on the healing of leprosy and we see 

leprosy a lot throughout the bible.  And leprosy was interesting 

disease because leprosy was somewhat a form of the body 

decomposing while you’re walking around.  And so, it was a very 

serious disease.  The Jewish people actually thought that leprosy 

was punishment by God for sin.  And so, they viewed leprosy as a 

strict punishment by God for some sin that that someone had 

done.  And so, leprosy was contagious.  And so, they had to be 

alienated and they had colonies and so forth.  So, they had to be 

separated from their friends and communities and families and 

so forth.  And they lived in separate colonies. 

 

 And so, leprosy it alienated you.  And it was a very decomposing 

disease, your body was literally decomposing as you walk around 

every day.  So, it’s almost like walking death, so it was the 

interesting sentence of death while you are still walking around.  

And their body would decompose to the point to where you -- like 

if they bumped into something, a finger might fall off, or a toe 

might fell off, or their nose could break off.  And so, they’re out of 

parts, extremities could just fall or break merely by rubbing up or 

hitting something.  And so it was just a very treacherous disease.  

And so, these 10 lepers here encounter Jesus and I believe that 

Jesus deals with leprosy to show his sovereignty over sin, his 
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sovereignty over judgment.  His sovereignty over disease.  His 

sovereignty over death and the wrath. 

 

 And so everything that leprosy represented.  Jesus showed his 

sovereignty over it and Jesus healed it.  And so, he shows his 

sovereignty over all of these things that are represented by 

leprosy.  And so, Jesus cleanse our sin, he saved us from wrath.  

He brought us into fellowship with God.  He gave us life.  So, 

everything opposite the leprosy represented Jesus did for us.  And 

so, I believe Jesus dealt specifically with leprosy to show his 

sovereignty over sin, and over death, and over judgment and over 

being alienated. 

 

 Notice this, I want you to see this particular portion notice in 

Verse 12 it says, “And as he entered into a certain village, there 

met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off.”  And so, 

legally, by the ceremonial law, they couldn’t come close to anyone.  

So, they had to stand afar off.  They had to stand a long distance 

away from Jesus. 

 

 And you know that is emblematic of us.  We were afar off at one 

time.  We were afar off sin separated us from God.  Sinful man 

could not approach a holy God, so we were afar off.  And on top of 

that, we as gentile, people, we had no covenant rights, we had no 

privilege. We had no inheritance.  We had no part or a puzzle to 

God or the gospel.  We had no part.  And so, we will way off, so we 

were a long way off so we are afar off.  And even those who were 

Jews, even they couldn’t approach God directly.  They had to go 

through a mediator, a priest and they had limited access to God, 

so even they were far off.  And so, this represents the distance we 

had it one time between us and God.  Sin separated us, culture 

separated us, we were not covenant people that separated us, but 

I want you to know all of that was changed.  Jesus brought us 

close. 

 

 Jesus brought us near.  Jesus remove the separation.  He removed 

everything that separated us.  And he brought us close into 

fellowship -- close and proximity.  He brought us into nearness 

with himself.  He brought us into the very presence of God.  Let 

me read some scriptures to you.  We see it clearly.  You don’t have 

to turn it in the book of Ephesians, Chapter 2 Verse 13, listen to 

this it says, “But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes where 

far off are made not by the blood of Christ.  Praise God. 
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00:10:03 

 

 So, at one time, we were alienated from God.  We were alienated.  

We were far off.  But man, we were brought close because of the 

blood of Jesus.  Isn’t that good news?  That’s good news.  That’s 

good news.  Here’s another on Ephesians Chapter 2 Verse 18 says, 

“For through him, we both have access by one spirit unto the 

father.”  So Jesus has given us access to God.  He’s brought us 

close to him.  Here’s another one, Ephesians Chapter 3 Verse 11 

and 12 says, “According to the eternal purpose, which he purposed 

in Christ Jesus our Lord in whom we have boldness and access 

with confidence by the faith of Him.” 

 

 So, we have boldness, everybody, say, “boldness and access” by 

the faith of Him.  Because of our faith in Christ Jesus, we now 

have boldness and we have access to God.  He’s brought us close 

when we were once afar off.  So those lepers were a long way 

away, afar off, representing our position at one time of sin and 

our position of not being covenant people, but Jesus has brought 

us close.  Praise God.  So, Jesus dealt with the proximity, the 

nearness of bringing us into relationship with God.  God isn’t 

angry at us any longer.  He loves us.  Praise God.  He’s not angry 

any longer.  He loves us. 

 

 The bible says in the Book of Romans that we’ve been saved by 

his life from the wrath of God.  The very life of Jesus man, and 

our faith in him has saved us from the wrath of God.  Isn’t that 

good?  That’s good.  We’ve been saved by his life.  We’ve been 

saved by his life.  Well, look at Verse 13, look at Verse 13.  Now, 

these lepers, and then they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, 

master have mercy on us.”  Now, what I got from that is these 

couple of words came to me, bold change.  Everybody, say “bold 

change”.  I like that.  They didn’t want to say in the same old 

condition that they were in.  I like that. 

 

 These lepers, even though they had leprosy, they probably a good 

portion of their lives, they didn’t want to stay in that old 

condition.  They were bold enough to want to change their 

condition.  They were bold enough to want to change their lives 

and that gives us hope.  That gives us hope because they did two 

things.  They made a decision.  They didn’t want us to remain 

lepers and then they acted.  Everybody, say, “decide and then act”.  

They decided.  They didn’t want to remain lepers and they did 

something about it even if it was just yelling out.  “Jesus!  Help!”  
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They made a decision.  They want a bold change in their lives.  

They didn’t want to remain the way that they were and that gives 

hope for us that we can decide then we can act.  We can decide 

and then we can act. 

 

 And so, they had this shameless persistence, this shameless 

insistence of what was what we call, “importunity”.  And I think 

it also tells us, “Don’t give up on your dream.  Don’t give up on 

your dream.  Don’t give up on your calling in life.  Don’t lose your 

confidence.  Just because something hasn’t happened, yet does 

not mean that it will not happen.”  They had been lepers we know 

probably a long time and so it looked like leprosy was their light 

in life for the rest of their lives, but they didn’t give up.  They 

didn’t give up.  They had a bold desire for change and they came 

out of their leprosy.  So don’t give up on your dream.  Don’t cast 

away your confidence.  Your past is not a forecast of your future.  

So just because you’ve been in something for a long time, it 

seemed like you’re stuck, no, that doesn’t have to be your 

continual light in life.  You can change.  You can change. 

 

 Say this, “Your past is not your future.  Your past is not your 

future.”  So, I love that.  These guys, their bodies were literally 

rotting away, they were alienated from society and they didn’t 

have much of a life and they could have just resorted that, “Well, 

this is the way it’s going to be for the rest of my life.”  No, they 

had a bold desire for change if they decided and they acted and 

they got a fresh new lease on life.  Jesus did something wonderful 

in their life and He gave them a brand-new life, a brand-new 

start.  So, don’t give up!  Don’t give up.  Don’t give up on your 

hopes.  Don’t give up on your dreams.  Don’t give up on changing 

your life because God can change your life in one instance.  He 

can change you from something old into something new.  Praise 

God. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 So sometimes, we’ve been stuck in something for so long, we 

become hopeless and we think that you know, this is it.  I have to 

deal with this.  No, never lose your desire for bold change.  Decide 

and act.  Make a decision that you want to change then do 

something toward that change.  That’s what they did.  Their first 

decision was to call out to Jesus and that’s a great act to have.  

Call out to him first.  Call out to the Lord first.  Call out to him.  

Praise God. 
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 Now, notice this, I like what they called him.  They called him, 

“Jesus” and then they went a little further and then they called 

him, “Master”.  That’s a great insight.  That’s a great insight 

because they didn’t just acknowledge him as a Messiah or Savior.  

They called him “Master,” which is a completely different title.  

We appreciate Jesus as our savior, as our friend, as our provider 

and protector and all of these good things.  But so often, we are 

slow to make him our master.  When you make him Lord, that 

means you’re surrendering every area to him.  You’re saying, 

“Lord, take my life.  My life is now your life.  Take my life, do you 

what you want to do with it.”  You’re submitting every area when 

you submit to his Lordship. 

 

 That was very interesting that these lepers had insight on that.  

They called him, “Master”.  They call him, “Master”, submitting 

to his Lordship in every area of life.  And so when you submit to 

his leadership, his Lordship, now, you’re willing to do whatever 

he commands you to do.  You’re willing to do whatever he says.  

So often, we all want him to care for us but we don’t want him to 

command us.  We want his care but we don’t want his command.  

And so, when you submit to his Lordship, you’re submitting every 

area of your life and say, “Lord, thy will be done.” 

 

 And so, that title means to be submitted, ready to do whatever he 

commands.  So, often, we want his help but we don’t want his 

headship.  So I love the fact that these lepers, they understood 

about making him Lord.  Not just savior but they wanted him to 

be the Lord of their lives, Master.  And then we see this beautiful 

picture of Jesus.  This is one constant that I have seen in all of 

these miracles that we have studied.  This is one constant.  This 

is one thing that has remained constant.  This is one thing that is 

repeated over and over. 

 

 Jesus was willing.  He was desiring.  He was ready.  He wanted 

to.  Not only was he able to help.  He wanted to help.  He was glad 

to do it.  He delighted in doing.  He was compassionate.  He was 

merciful.  He was kind.  He was gracious.  That’s the one 

characteristic that I have seen in every miracle.  Jesus was 

always willing to help anyone in need.  Anyone who cried out.  

Now, Jesus was just coming into this little area when he ran into 

them. 
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 He had had a long day of travel.  He had had a busy itinerary.  

Jesus could have said, “No, I have to rest.  I got to get something 

to eat.  I got to take care of this.”  No, he didn’t put them off.  He 

didn’t delay them.  He gave them his full attention.  He took time 

for them.  He took time for them.  Don’t forget we said that the 

extent of your influence depends on the depth of your concern for 

others.  John Maxwell said that, “The extent of your influence 

depends on the depth of your concern for others.”  And he also said 

that the measure of your success is not the number of people who 

serve you but the number of people you served and we adopted 

the mantra of live, love, matter. 

 

 This is what Jesus lived by.  He lived, he loved, he mattered the 

lives of people.  Say that with me.  Live, love, matter.  Live, love, 

matter.  So Jesus was always willing.  He was always desiring.  

He was always ready to serve.  He was always ready and eager to 

help.  He is always disposed to show favors.  He is not only able.  

He actually wants to, and I love that.  I love that.  And then in 

Verse 14, this is where Jesus gives them instruction, Verse 14.  

And when he saw them, he said unto them, “Go show yourselves 

onto the priest.”  And it came to pass that as they went, they were 

cleansed. 

 

 Now, notice that this was now a test of their obedience.  He said, 

“Go show yourself to the priest.”  Now, he went to the priest 

because in these times, the priest was like the doctor.  And so, the 

priest would examine you and he would give you a certificate 

saying you were clean or he will let you know, “No, you’re still 

unclean.”  So, they had to be verified by a professional.  So, it was 

like basically, going back to the doctor to let him read that notion.  

That’s basically what he was doing.  So, now, “Go show yourself 

to the priest.” 

 

00:20:00 

 

 Now, when he told them that, they still had leprosy.  This is 

interesting.  Jesus did not heal them first and then tell them to 

go show themselves to the priest.  When he told them to go show 

themselves to the priest, they were still full of leprosy.  Can you 

imagine, turning around and heading to the priest and you’re 

looking at them and you’re full of leprosy?  You know what had to 

be going through their mind.  There was a test of their obedience.  

There was a test of their obedience.  It was very similar to the 

same instruction that Elijah gave name on the Syrian, he said, 
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“Go dip seven times on the Jordan River.”  It was in the obedience.  

So, faith is always accompanied by obedience.  Faith is always 

accompanied by obedience. 

 

 And so, Jesus gave them this instruction to go -- and they were 

still full of leprosy, they were still full of leprosy.  This was a trial 

of their obedience. Now let me ask you this question.  Is your faith 

strong enough where you will act on something that the Lord tells 

you even when there’s no evidence that it will work?  Is your faith 

strong enough where you will act on something the Lord tells you 

even though there is no evidence showing that it’s working?  

Because that’s what they had to do.  They had to go, show 

themselves to the priest and they look down, there’s full of leprosy 

as they walk.  Can you imagine the conversation among 

themselves?  (00:21:27), “You’re just as red as you were a few 

minutes ago.  You’re toe still missing.  What are you going to say 

to the priest?  My nose is missing and I’m cleaned of leprosy? 

 

 Can you imagine a conversation of these guys were having?  But 

yet, still, they obey.  They obey even though they may not fully 

understood.  They were simply following the instruction.  The 

bible says, “They were heal as they went.”  The longer they walk, 

the clearer their skin got.  The longer they walk, the power of God 

removed the disease, and the death, and the corruption from their 

bodies till it was finally the skin of a new born baby.  When one 

of them realize, he got so excited and he jumped up and ran back 

and fell at the feet of Jesus.  The bible says that he let out a loud 

sound of joy, he was praising God, he was so excited. 

 

 Now, that let’s us know that when God blesses you, when God 

does something in your life.  We have to share a testimony.  

Because this God, he testifies so loud, everybody knew something 

that happened.  He did with the loud voice, that means sharing 

your testimony, share the goodness of God, you never know who 

you will influence, who you will inspire about what God has done 

in your life.  Your testimony is powerful.  Your testimony calls 

others to trust God, to believe God, and inspires the faith of 

others.  So, we have to share our testimony and that’s what he 

did.  He let out a loud cry; rejoice, glorify God.  Then he came back 

and fell at Jesus’ feet. 

 

 Now, here’s the humility.  God had been so good to him.  He 

received the grace of God, it was so good.  He calls it humility.  

The grace of God calls this humility when you receive the 
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goodness God that is so good.  He just fell at his feet, fell out of 

his feet, it was good, the goodness of God, the grace of God.  So, 

notice, how we ought to respond after God has done something in 

our lives.  We had to return that we had to be grateful.  We would 

praise God.  We’d have humility, and it would be joyful when God 

does something in our lives. 

 

 Now, I want you to know this.  Out of the ten, he was the only one 

that came back, and Jesus acknowledged this.  So, let us know 

that gratitude is very important to the Lord.  Because Jesus 

himself made mention it.  He said, “Wait a minute now, they were 

10 of you that I healed.  Where are the other nine?”  None of them 

returned to give thanks.  None of them returned to give praise.  

None of them returned to glorify God, only one. 

 

 Now so, Jesus now is acknowledging the gratitude, he is also 

acknowledging in gratitude.  He is looking at both of them.  Let 

us know the importance of gratitude in our lives.  If someone said, 

“Gratitude is the mother of all virtues, the mother of all virtues.”  

That meant a lot to Jesus, this guy having a grateful, joyful heart, 

praise.  And so, Jesus acknowledge that.  And I believe that Jesus 

shows this illustration to say, “One out of 10”, could he be saying 

roughly only 10% of people are truly grateful.  Could you be saying 

that?  Now, I’m not saying to you, I’m throwing a question no.  

Could Jesus be saying roughly only about 10% of people are truly 

grateful?  Could this be a picture of people as a whole?  God bless 

us so generously.  Lavish these blessings on us every day yet 

people are mean-spirited, ungrateful, complaining, grumbling.  

 

00:25:07 

 

 Could it be only about 10% of people are truly grateful for the day, 

truly grateful that they have a new day, truly grateful for the 

blessings of life, the grace of life, the goodness of God, grateful for 

the love ones, grateful to have a place to sleep, something to eat?  

I read a statistic that said that if you have a place to sleep, you 

have something to eat, and if you have clothes, and if you have 

$20 in your pocket you will feel that 75% of people on earth yet 

possibly Jesus is saying, only about 10% of people are truly 

grateful, gratitude is indeed rare, it is indeed rare. 

 

 I read an interesting story about a man, he had Parkinson and he 

was in the post office.  Because he was shaking, he couldn’t fill 

out his post card.  So, he asked a young man in line, he said, “Do 
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you mind helping me write something on this post card?”  The 

young man says, “Sure, I’d be happy to.”  And he wrote out as the 

old gentleman dictated, he wrote it out for him, even sign the 

elderly gentleman’s name at the bottom form him.  And the young 

man handed him the postcard and says, “Is there anything else I 

can do for you?”  And the old gentleman replied, he equips and 

say, “Yeah, put a PS on that card and say, I apologize for the 

messy handwriting.” 

 

 And so, sometimes that’s how we are, somebody does so much for 

us and yet we are ungrateful, we are ungrateful in life.  And so 

God does so much for us, yet we miss this powerful key of 

gratitude.  So, even though this is a miracle of healing leprosy, 

this deals with the power of gratitude in a believers iife, the power 

of gratitude.  Now, I wish I had time.  I’m out of time.  I wish I 

had time to teach a little bit on gratitude, but I’ll share that at 

another time.  Praise God. 

 

 Those of you who are watching us by television, I want you to go 

to brothersoftheword.com.  You can listen this series of Miracles 

of Jesus, absolutely free of charge in its entirety.  You can also 

share them with a friend.  Thank you so much for joining us today 

at Brothers of Word, because brother you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 16 of 

the series titled, “The Miracles of Jesus,” by C. Elijah Bronner.   

 

00:25:01 

 

 This message is number 7831, that’s 7831.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 7831 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner  If this message has been a blessing to you, and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 

iwanttogive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often, because brother you need 

the word. 

 

00:28:08 
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